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A litany for survival poem

For those of us who live on the shoreline, standing at the constant edges of the solution for those of us who can't indulge in the unemanageable dreams of choice, who love in doorways coming and going in the hours between dawns, looking in and out, looking now, who can breed like bread in our
children's mouths so that their dreams don't reflect who has been repulsed by fear how weak a line is at the heart of our foreheads that learns to be afraid of our mother's milk this illusion of some safety to be found heavy feet hoped to silence us this moment, and this triumph we never had to survive. And
as the sun rises, we fear when the sun sets, we fear that it may not rise in the morning, when our stomachs are full, we are afraid when our stomachs are empty, we are afraid when we are loved, we are afraid when we are alone, we are afraid, and when we speak, we fear that our words will not be heard,
we have never been meant to survive. Litany for survival. Author © 1978 by Audrey Lorde, from collected poems by Audrey Lorde Audrey Lorde.  Copyright © 1997 by Audre Lorde Estate.  Used with permission from W. W. Norton &amp; Company, Inc.  Audrey Lorde's Survival Litany is four stanzas
made by three longer stanzas made from 14, 10 and 17 rows. Then follows the final tercet, or set of three lines. Lorde did not decide to structure this work with a consistent pattern of rhyme or rhythm. Lines and stanzas tend to vary in length. This helps create a sense of spontaneity in the work. One is not
sure what will happen next in Litany for Survival, just as the main subjects of this piece are unsure of how their lives will progress.  There are also very different cases in which enjambment is used to great effect. Such that within the first stanza between the lines ten and eleven. The space bar that remains
after the word futures hints at the meaning of the word itself. Nothing is defined, listed or clear. The future is open to both good and bad elements of life.  The reader should also take note of the use of repetition in this piece. Lorde decided to use the phrase: For those of us who ... several times during the
first three stanzas. This is a reference to a group that is never fully defined. In the context of Litany for Survival, and with knowledge of Lorde's previous works, it can be assumed that this group relates to anyone that has been marginalised and misery in their efforts to find a place in the world. Today she
is known as a supporter of equal rights between races, genders and classes.  In addition, there are formal moments of repetition. Especially in the third stanza, in which the Lord's speaker lists the contrasting elements of life and how each of them has something to fear. You can read Litany's full survival
story here. Resume The litany of survival litany for audrey Lorde's survival describes the lives of those who don't have the luxury of enjoying the passing of dreams. They must fight for their survival.  Litany for Survival begins with a presenter describing how there is a segment of the population that lives on
the shoreline and constantly suffers through crucial choices. These people do not have the luxury of free time because their choices are extremely important to their own lives. Men and women should focus on supporting their children's dreams. In the next stanza, the speaker describes the different
elements of his life and how they are controlled by fear. They learned to fear every side of the situation, good and bad. Litany for Survival concludes with the speaker saying this group must find a way to shake off its fear of speaking up and say what needs to be said. Otherwise nothing will ever change. 
Analysis Litany for Survival Stanza One Lines 1-3 In the first stanza of this work, the speaker begins to make a number of statements about a group of people. It includes itself in this group and does everything it can over four stanzas to make their particular situation clear to the listener. The first stanza
contains an extended lead to a conclusion that does not come to the end of the second stanza. It lists the features of those of us who live on the shoreline.  These types of people are always at the constant edges of the solution. Their lives are warming, and every decision they make is crucial to what
comes next. Only from this first phase is it clear that this kind of life is sediment and taxation. In addition, the speaker adds that these people are alone. They may be in the same situation as the rest of the population, but in decisions, they make no one to help them.  Lines 4-14 Hold, for those of us who ...
repeated again in the fourth row. Here, the speaker says, those of us can't indulge/wash away dreams of choice. These people don't have the luxury to consider other options for their lives. There is no time, no room for dreaming.  This part of the population is then described as those who love in doorways
coming and go into the hours between dawns They exist in the fields, in a liminal position that is not entirely permanent or outdoors. Love has a place in their worlds, but it is still confined between dawns. Men and women of these worlds always look in and out of the doorways looking for, trying to find an
answer to their questions and solutions to their crucial choices. Specifically, says the speaker, they are looking now for one that can multiply/futures.  In the closing lines of this section, the speaker gives an example of bread in the mouths of children. This now that people are looking for. While temporary, it
helps prevent the loss of their dreams. Parents want to make sure that the loss of their own dreams and ideal futures does not affect their children's dreams.  Stanza Two The second stanza is shorter than the first, containing just ten lines. Here the speaker uses abstinence for those of us who ... Again.
The same group is said to be engrained with fear. It's a line that exists in their minds, central to everything they do and think about.  These men and women have learned from a young age to fear comfort. This is shown through images of mother's milk. In this context, it would be a mistake for someone to
succumb to that peace because it is an illusion. It can become a weapon. Milk works just like hard hope... They learned to avoid happiness and optimism for fear of losing it.  The latest lines provide a conclusion to the many statements that the speaker has listed so far. She argues that for all of us, we
were never meant to survive.  Those who still live, suffer and worry about their future should be proud of their triumph. Their situations were not done for ideal youth or adulthood, but they lived through it. This should give one some strength for the future. The speaker seems to have turned her back on that
strength in the next stanza. Turning it into a different kind of fear.  Stanza Three In the longest strophy of the piece, the speaker returns to the idea of triumph through a description of what comes after. One could survive to this point, but it doesn't help with the line of fear that has always been central. He
shows himself as fear of the rising and entering sun. They fear he never rises and never comes back. The same goes for food and hunger. When someone is hungry, they are afraid / [they] can never eat again.  Both sides of each situation keep something to fear. This underscores the statements of the
first stanza, which spoke of decisive and lonely choices. As well as those in the second stanza due to the exit and exit of the doorways.  The speaker of the lorde group also describes fears of disappearance and the appearance of love. He can leave or he can never come at all. The last lines of this
chapter speak of the power of words. They fear that their words will not be heard/ and not welcome.  Then, finally, that when they remain silent, they have no will.  Stanza Four In the final three lines, the speaker decides for the entire group. If everyone is afraid of all these contrasting emotions and
situations, it is better to talk. They won by surviving this long and should use that power to ensure their continued survival. These marginalized men and women should remember that they were in order to survive.  Here is a poem from the late New York state poet Audrey Lord, Litany for Survival, which
characterizes life as a state of constant fear of personal extinction, even at the best of times, for members of vulnerable populations. Despite this, the poem encourages readers to find the ability to speak and make themselves heard. Litany for survivalFor those of us who live on the shoreline reaching the
constant edges of decision-making, and alone for those of us who can't indulge the passing dream of choice when love in doorways comes and goes into the hours between the dawns of Hatching in and out once before and post-warning now that you can breedfutures like bread in our children's mouths ,
their dreams will not reflect the death of ours.... Read the rest of the poem on the Poetry Foundation's website. Audrey Lord served as a New York State poet under the auspices of the New York State Writers Institution by proclaiming Governor Mario Cuomo from November 1991 until her death from
cancer in November 1992. (Read Gov. Cuomo's proclamation) In 1991, The Institute of Writers director Paul Grondal, then a Reporter for the Union Times, covered the story of Audrey Lord's investing as a New York state poet alongside NYS state author Norman Mailer. In his acceptance speech, Lorde
said: I accept this award in the name of all poets, oppressed, disen lawless, silent people of this state. For poets who write on scraps of newspaper in homeless shelters, in prisons, in psychiatric wards, on reservations and after grueling hours of work. I accept this award in the name of those people who
see and feel the enormity of the forces aligned against everything that is human in all of us ... those who see all this still refuse to succumb to despair.1 From the archive of nys University Writers' Institute in Albany. Click to enlarge. Just a year and four days later, Audrey Lord died at her home on St Croix
from liver cancer. She was 58 years old. Old.
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