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ECI Updates 
In mid-December, ECI Director Lael Mohib and ECI volunteer Ilaha Omar 
were in Kabul and had a series of meetings with the Minister of Urban 
Development and Housing (MoUDH), the Ministry of Labor, Social 
Affairs, Martyrs and Disabled (MoLSAMD), and ARAZI, the land 
authority. Here are some updates from those meetings: 

• ECI put forth a proposal, requesting land on which to build a disability 
support center in Kabul. The center would include a residential facility for 
disabled orphans, a community special needs school, and a separate 
residential facility for disabled adults with a commercial property to help 
generate income, ie a bakery, as well as a kitchen garden and other 
sustainable components. After building and operating the center for a 
number of years, the plan would be to eventually hand the center over to 
MoLSAMD.  
• The proposal was accepted by both Ministers and approved by the 
Cabinet in the High Council for Urban Development. It will take several 
months for the arrangement to be official, but the process is underway.  
• ECI will start fundraising for the build after the MoU has been signed. 
• ECI also received approval from the MoLSAMD to hand over our work 
in the state orphanages by December 2018. 

After almost ten years in the making, this is wonderful news. Thank you to 
our donors, supporters, and Board Members for all your support. A special 
thank you to Ilaha Omar, who helped develop this proposal.   It will be a 
long road ahead and we will need all of your support. 
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Fundraising Progress 

This quarter, we raised 50,338.12 
USD  (approx. 36,344. 50 GBP), far 
exceeding our annual fundraising 
goal of 40,000 GBP for the 2017-2018 
financial year! 
The funds came from generous 
personal donations from individuals 
across the globe, including from long-
time ECI supporter Diana Bowen. 
Thank you Diana for your continued 
support!  

Funds also came from our Holiday 
fundraising campaign, as well as a 
gift matching donation from the 
Open Society Foundations of 20,400 
USD—the largest one-time donation 
ECI has ever received! Many thanks 
to all who generously donated!  
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ECI is delighted to announce its partnership with 
Arian Teleheal. This partnership was initiated when 
Dr. Waheed Arian, (founder of Arian Teleheal) and 
Lael Mohib (founder of ECI) met in September 2017 
at the UN General Assembly in New York City. 
Teleheal is a UK-based charitable trust with over 
100 specialists providing advice to clinicians using 
social media or other technology. Doctors provide 
their advice aligned with the most up-to-date and 

world-class emergency guidelines. They operate in conflict zones across 
the world. Some of the children in our orphanages suffer from rare 
physical and psychological ailments, which are not apparent to doctors in 
Kabul. We hope Dr. Arian and his team of experts can fill this crucial gap 
and deliver the best medical attention the kids need and deserve. Thank 
you, Arian Teleheal!

We would like to express our 
heartfelt thanks to all 21 
generous donors for their 
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o w a r d s o u r 
H o l i d a y S e a s o n g i v i n g 
campaign. In total, we raised 
2735 USD, which was 735 
dollars over our target. ECI 
volunteer Ilaha Eli Omar was in 
Kabul in December visiting the 
children at Window of Hope to 
distribute warm clothes, shoes, 

and coats. A very special thank 
you to Ilaha for her leadership and 
support of this campaign! 

We are very proud of Samir, one of our 
youngest but brightest children at 
Window of Hope. He attends Muslim 
Hands School of Excellence, and 
recently received a certificate of 
appreciat ion for his except ional 

contribution to performing the Afghan national anthem at school. 
Congrats, Samir! We are so proud of all you have accomplished! 

Right: ECI Director Lael 
Mohib and US Board 
Member Jennifer Glasse 
visiting the children at 
WoH in December 2017. 
F r o z a n , t h e h o u s e 
m a n a g e r o f t h e 
o r p h a n a g e , i s a l s o 
pictured with the children.
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Snapshots 

Nurse Kim Wolenski from the Zwan 
Family Charity and Mr Lanny, an 
American musician who specializes in 
musical therapy, visited the children for 
an afternoon of music and dance in Fall 
2017. 

The kids were visited in November by 
the production team of ”Bagcha 
Simsim” (the Afghan version of 
Sesame Street). Two of the muppets, 
Zari and her little brother Zeerak, are 
pictured above.  Special thanks to the 
Bagcha Simsim production team and 

Jawed Taiman for organizing the visit! 

Six of the girls ECI supports at 
Allahuddin orphanage in Kabul, in 
partnership with Children in Crisis.

http://www.arianteleheal.com

