Study Guide
Mark 8:27 9:1

6. Peter is rebuked for not having his mind on what God desires.
He defaults to his own perspective. What did the mind/plan of
God entail in verse 31? What was the purpose of that su ering?
How does this impact how we view our own hardships in life?
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Read Mark 8:27 9:1
1.

Public opinion can be a strong motivator or a shifter of ideas.
What are some ways in which people are swayed by public
opinion? Can you think of a topic or new story where you were
swayed by the ideas/opinions of the masses?

2.

What were the di ering opinions when it came to the public’s
opinion on who Jesus was? How does that compare to the
opinions of Jesus today?

3.

What is the signi icance of Jesus’ question from a broad
perspective (Who do people say that I am?) to a personal
belief? (Who do YOU say that I am?)

4. What are some of the things that Peter has observed through
the book of Mark that would lead him to declaring Jesus as
Messiah? What does Peter have right in this passage and what
does he have wrong?
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What are some things that you have had right about God, but
had wrong in the application?
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5.

7.

Read verse 34. What does it mean to deny ourselves? How
does a consumeristic culture war against this mindset? What
does it mean to pick up our cross? How do our personal rights
play into denying ourselves and picking up our crosses?

8.

A life of faith in following Jesus (taking up our cross) does not
mean a pain or trouble-free life. It is mixed with highs and lows.
Hebrews 11 recalls those that lived by faith and had incredible
results (victory, blessing, deliverance, etc.) as well as incredible
di iculties (killed, poor, mistreated, etc.).
How does Hebrews 12:1 2 relate to Mark 8:34? What is the end
result on the other side of the cross? What is a focus on the end
result meant to give to us now?

In the midst of a trying year, it might be di icult to remember
that the Christmas season is still about joy to the world. But
even greater than that is the realization that because of Jesus,
there is eternal joy after this world when our crosses will be
history. The coming of Jesus, the Messiah, is good news!

