News Bulletin
22nd October 2021
Dear Parent’s and Carers,

Diary Dates
End of First HalfTerm

Friday 22nd October

Second Half-Term Monday 8th November
begins
INSET DAY

Monday 29th November

A warm hello to you all at the end of what has been a lovely start to first half term of the new year. It is hard
to believe that it has only been six weeks since our return, harder still to believe that it has been less than a
year since I took up post as Head Teacher of Bristol Steiner School.
New Families
This term we have welcomed many new families to the school. We look forward to, and are excited to be
able to welcome many more children to Kindergarten after the half term holiday.
WhatsApp
The WhatsApp groups continue to work very well as a form of communication between each class family
community and the flow of information between the school and the parent body. Should there be the need
to express views of a personal or sensitive nature, this is best done via the school. The door is always open
should you wish to raise any concerns with the school.
Family Open Mornings
We held the first of the Family Open Mornings this week, it was wonderful to see so many of you in
attendance. The children were both proud and excited to be able to share with you a snap shot of life in
school and the learning that children have been engaged with.
Advent Fair
With a great deal of reluctance and in consultation with the staff and members of the parent body, I have
taken the decision not to proceed with the Advent Fair arrangements for this year. This has not been taken
lightly and is based on a number of factors.
Time in the first instance, is against us, having reached the half term with no firm preparations in place.
However, my primary concern is the prevalence of COVID, once again, in the community. Many schools in the
city are facing a staffing crisis as a result: a picture which is reflected in other areas of the country too. This
has consequently led to a number of school closures, others returning to partial opening and the
reintroduction of remote learning. I am certain that I have your support when I say that I am committed to
avoiding this at Bristol Steiner School.
Considering the health and wellbeing of parents and extended family members lays heavily on my conscience
too, I feel that it would be irresponsible to put Christmas arrangements at risk, so close to the festive period.
In light of this, myself, the staff and parents with whom I have consulted with have agreed to plan instead for
a Spring Festival, preparations for which could begin soon. This would afford plenty of time to be able to hold
a large-scale special event for families and the wider community.
We of course are determined that Advent will continue for the children. A week of celebration is to be built in
to next half term’s calendar, which will include the making of Christmas decorations and crafts, a festive feast
and a musical performance, which parents will be invited to attend in some capacity.

P.T.O

Kindergarten Transition Parent’s Evening
On Tuesday 23rd November, at 5:30, we are holding a Parent’s Evening for Kindergarten parents, wishing to
find out more about learning and life in the Main School. It is at this time of year that submission begins for
statutory school age applications. A number of you will be thinking carefully about the school of choice as your
child enters the Reception year and their journey beyond, we very much hope that this will be with us at
Bristol Steiner School. The Parent’s Evening, therefore, will be to share with you what a Steiner Waldorf
education offer would look like for you and your child. More details to follow after half term.
Celebration of Work
Thank you to all who were able to attend this half term’s Celebration
of Work. It was a lovely occasion and the perfect way to mark the
beginning of the Autumn break.
Here is a snap shot of learning from with in the classroom.

And finally…
All that remains is for me to wish you all well
over the coming two weeks. We look forward to seeing
you all again soon and to all that the beginning of the winter
season holds.

With best wishes
Nicola Forder
Headteacher
Bristol Steiner School

