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Signum Tempus
In the year 1624, one Charles Gilbert Cofield created a very powerful
talisman and accompanying star chart. Cofield, called by some a sorcerer,
did dabble in astrology, numerology and matters of the occult!
Two months after his creation of Signum Tempus, Cofield was put on trial,
found guilty and burned as a witch. Neither the talisman nor the chart was
ever found...
Until that is one of Cofield’s descendants, Henry Cofield, found the talisman
and chart when renovating a room in the family manor house in 1898.
Henry, who was also a practitioner in the more esoteric arts, saw the
power of the artifacts and had a small number of them reproduced which
he distributed to his closest followers. One such set has now found itself in
your possession!
Guard it well!

Note: only one talisman and one star sign/planets card is provided in the package.
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An Introduction
Signum Tempus (Sign of the Times) is, put simply, a talisman (that contains, as part of its
makeup, several characteristics that allow it to be used to perform a number of routines),
together with an aged astrological chart that has certain unusual properties. Signum
Tempus (ST) also includes the Animagus Principle, my take on a star sign divination
process. Together, these make up Signum Tempus.
This statement is deliberately vague because there will be any number of ways to use the talisman
and chart other than those given here!
Why Signum Tempus? Well, the Latin words, individually, mean Sign/Symbol and Time.
Together they are a bit of ‘pigeon Latin’ but I have been informed by a Latin scholar, from an
English University, that they could be translated as ‘Sign of the Times’. This fits nicely with the
talisman as you will see as you continue reading – the words sign (star signs) and times (the clock
and, of course, commonly used to denote multiplication) fit nicely.
This, short, manuscript is intended to set out the various features of ST and furnish you with a
way of using each of these. It should be noted that the ST can be used alongside effects from
my book Seanchaidh and works well with my reading system Cross My Palm, which uses coins. It
can, also, be used alongside my book test, TITAN. All of this will become apparent as you read
on – providing, of course, that you own the titles mentioned.
So, how did Signum Tempus come about?
Well, I am intrigued by coins – they are so intimate and carry such history, the people who have
held them, the stories they could tell – and I own several, interesting, ones all of which are
‘magickal’ in one way or another. The starting point was a binary coin, a simple YES/No or
TRUE/LIE coin. However, I wanted more; it seemed like such a waste to have only this feature
on a coin, why not allow it to do more? So, I set to work adding ideas, forces, etc. until I had
something I was happy with. Then, I had to try to make it look good and ‘fit’, give it some
gravitas in the eyes of those using it (performer or lay person). I hope I have achieved these
goals. The ST Talisman is, in my view, an exceptionally useful, elegant tool that offers flexibility,
interest and it looks good too.
So, let’s not delay any longer…

All the books mentioned above are available from:
https://www.mysteryentertainerproducts.com/scott-st-clair
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What you have in your package:

Standard Edition

Deluxe Edition

ST Talisman
ST Talisman
Hand aged ST Chart
Hand aged ST Chart
Hand printed drawstring jute Hand printed drawstring jute
bag
bag
Hand made bespoke Leather
bag
ST Chart Card
ST Chart Card
PDF Link card
PDF Link card
A4 Printed Book
Planets/Star Signs card
Planets/Star Signs card
Blind Luck effect. In the book
Blindfold

ST Chart aged using organic materials.
Jute bag printed with organic, water-based ink.
Leather bag made with reclaimed leather from the tanning
industry.
ST Chart Card printed on card made with 70% recycled
brewer’s grain.
Packaging is 100% recyclable.
I have endeavored to make this release as environmentally
sound as possible! Hence the fact that the majority of the
talismans are available only with a PDF, reducing the amount of
paper used in production.

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/signumtempus
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The Talisman
The talisman, obviously, has two sides – let’s deal with them one at a time (although, as you will
come to see, that is not always possible as there is some crossover).

Side 1
The first side of the talisman (although this is subjective) looks like this:

Star Signs

Magic Square

Letters

The
Triangle
‘TRUE’

Let’s look at each of these
elements in turn:

The Magic Square
This is not like a ‘normal’ magic square, in that it has numbers missing AND it doesn’t add up to
the same number; this is a singular example.
The square is set up with two numbers per row/column/diagonal and each of the nine, smaller
squares. Alongside these two numbers are two symbols, regardless of whether one uses a row, a
column, a diagonal or a square. This is the first, important, feature. Why? Well the (main)
function of the square is to use it, within an appropriate routine, to secretly learn a participant’s
star sign (or birth month). No matter whether they choose a row, column, diagonal or square,
this is not only possible but simple. So, how?
- 11 -

Well, the numbers have been chosen and arranged in such a way as to make them, when
multiplied together, a multiple of 9. As some of you may be aware, I am obsessed with this as a
concept. Why is this useful for us? Well, from here on, they can multiply by whatever they like,
and the result will always be a multiple of 9. I will explain later why this is useful and how we use
it.
The Star Signs
Well, they look nice! No, you’re right, it has to be more than that. It is, but I will explain that bit
later, when I deal in detail with the square.
The Letters & Triangle
These relate to side two of the talisman and I’ll get back to them later, also.
True
Hopefully, this is self-explanatory if you have used such coins before. For those who haven’t, I
will go into detail in the effects section. However, basically, there is true on one side, lie on the
other, allowing a binary that can be useful to us. I explain this in the effects section.

Side 2
Side 2 of the talisman looks like this:

Clock Face

Prompt

LIE

Symbols
Crib
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The Clock Face
The clock face allows you to perform any number of presentations based on the Kruskal Effect.
Basically, when you carry out the simple procedure, the result is always the same and you know it
in advance. That result is the number ‘1’ and is revealed – should you wish to use this reveal – on
the opposite side of the talisman, spelled out by the letters around the square.

The Symbols
These are arranged in such a way as to allow you to easily force the eye or the triangle. Again,
this is revealed on the opposite side of the talisman in the triangle symbol (if you want to use this
reveal).

The Crib
The date is actually a crib that prompts you the information you need to carry out the symbol
force. It is a little reminder for those of us who find things easy to forget.
Lie
The opposite of ‘true’ from the other side of the talisman.

Additional Features
Materials
The ST Talisman is made of bronze with an iron core. This means that it is attracted to
magnets. A PK ring or other device can be used to detect the presence of the talisman under,
say, a Tarot card or such. It cannot be detected inside a closed fist. The talisman can also be
moved using a large magnet, say under a table.
Shape
The talisman has been made concave on one side and convex on the other#. This has practical
applications that will be discussed later, in the effects section.
Aging
The talisman comes with a nice contrast of dark background and shiny lettering. This has both
pros and cons. The pros are that your talisman stays with a nice shine and easily readable text,
for longer. The con is that it may look a little too ‘new’ for some. You can choose whether to
keep the talisman ‘as is’ or to remove the ‘newness’ by using a little rubbing alcohol. Removing
the ‘newness’ reduces the shine of the talisman and makes it look older. However, it will also
make the text and images darker (along with the background); it is, also, not possible to undo
this. You have the choice of how you want your talisman to look. There are examples of both
‘new’ and ‘old’ talismans on page 22. Over time, your talisman will darken slightly, naturally, with
use. Note that the talisman may feel slightly sticky or odd at first, this wares off after a few
minutes of handling.
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How it all works
So, let’s get down to how each element works and then, later, I’ll provide some effects for you to
get started.

The Magic Square & Star Sign Divination
Before I explain this, I don’t, personally, do this as a straight star sign divination. I cloak it in a
reading or in a story based around the origins of the talisman (see the effects section). However,
I suppose, there is nothing stopping you from using it as a basic sign divination, should you
wish.
Like I said, the numbers in any row, column, diagonal, or small square, when multiplied together,
result in a multiple of 9. We use this to our advantage as follows. Have the participant think of
their birth date- day and month. Point out that each row, column, diagonal or square has two
numbers and two ‘spaces’ filled with mystical symbols. Have them, mentally, replace one of these
with the day they were born and multiply all the numbers together. The result will always be a
multiple of nine. Have them replace the other symbol with their birth month and add this to
their total. This final number is then made known to you. You could, as I do, simply ask for it
(see Effects) or you could have it written and peek it. Either way, once you know it, you know
their birth month – as follows:
Take the number you ascertained above and add its digits. Reduce to a single digit* and this is
the birth month:
Birth month April (4), day 20th
15 x 6 x 20 = 1800 + 4 = 1804

Add: 1+8+0+4 = 13

Add 1+3 = 4 (their birth month)

Add: 1+9+ 9+6 = 25

Add 2+5 = 7

OR
Birth month July (7), day 17th
39 x 3 x 17 = 1989 + 7 = 1996
And so on…
In the example above you can employ a little trick called dropping the 9’s. You simply ignore, or ‘drop’ the 9’s,
leaving 1+6 which equals 7. You can do this any time there is a 9 in the number!
* Now there are some exceptions. If, for example you get 12, that could be December OR
March – 12 or 3 (1 + 2). The same is true for 10 and 11 (1 or 2).
To find out which is which there are several possibilities. Personally, I ask if they were born at
the start or the end of the year. This works for me because of the presentation. You could ask if
their birth month has one or two digits or if it ends in an ‘R’ – octobeR novembeR decembeR, as
opposed to januarY februarY marcH. If you don’t like asking, you could ask them to think of the
last letter then throw out the ‘R’ and see if it sticks. If not, you know it’s the beginning of the
year you are looking at and, therefore, a single digit month. Either way, we know their birth
month. See the star sign section to see how we can work out the star sign from the birth month
if you don’t already know these.
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See below for details of the maths behind each row/column/square.

15 x 6 = 90 (9x10) – 9 + 0 = 9
12 x 21 = 252 (9x28) – 2 + 5 + 2 = 9

27 x 39 = 1053 (9x117) – 1 + 0 + 5 + 3 = 9

42 x 3 = 126 (9x14) – 1 + 2 + 6 = 9

12 x 42 = 504 (9x56) – 5 + 0 +4 = 9

15 x 27 = 405 ( 9x45) –
4+0+5=9

6 x 39 = 234 (9x26) – 2 + 3 + 4 = 9

21 x 3 = 63 (9x7) –
6+3=9

15 x 12 = 180 (9x20) – 1 + 8 + 0 = 9

6 x 21 = 126 (9x14) –
1+2+6=9

27 x 42 = 1134 (9x126) –
1+3+4=9

39 x 3 = 117 (9x13) – 1 +
1+1+7=9
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The above are the main combinations – there are, however, seven others:

The DiagonalsBoth of these multiply to
multiples of 9.
3 x 39 = 117
42 x 27 = 1134
These, obviously are the
same as the small squares,
above.

The other squares15 x 6 = 90
12 x 27 = 324
39 x 21 = 819
27 x 39 = 1053

Note: the green and red squares have two different symbols (circle and triangle), whereas the
purple and blue squares have two symbols the same – circles and triangles respectively! Also note
that the central square (27 x 39) also adds to a multiple of 9 – 1053, essentially it is exactly the
same as using the green square.

In total, there are 19 ways of selecting different numbers and still ending on
a multiple of 9.
In addition, there are also the four corners and the two pairs of centre/edges (that is the 21/triangle in the blue
square above and the 12/circle of the purple – one pair – and the 15/6 of the red square and the circle/triangle
of the green). This brings the actual total number of ways of selecting number and symbols to 22. However, this
just complicates matters I feel – though I do sometimes mention the four corners in performance.

Note: you can actually use ANY two numbers in the square and their product will still be
a multiple of 9! For example, 12 x 6 = 72 (9x8) and 27 x 21 = 567 (9x63)
- 16 -

The Star Signs
Like I said earlier, these are not randomly positioned around the talisman. Take a look:

4 o’clock
position

April / 4th
month

7

In our first example, above, they were born in the fourth month – the result of our magic square
was 4. So, we count round the ‘clock’ anti-clockwise until we reach the point where 4 would be.
The star sign before this (Aries) and the one after (Taurus) are the signs associated with this
month. Simple!
Now, I strongly suggest you memorise which signs go with each month. But, while you are
learning, this crib makes things a lot easier and acts as a learning tool as well.
In our second example they were born in the seventh month so we find the seventh position on
our ‘clock’ (now, this is easy since ‘6’ is at the bottom – we can, also, use 3, 9 and 12 to easily and
quickly find the numbers close to them). The star signs on each side of ‘7’ are Cancer and Leo.
In this way, you have now narrowed their star sign down to just 2. To arrive at the correct sign
there are many methods: Michael Murrays CUPS, the infamous ‘repeat it’ ploy etc. Personally, I
tend to use the repeat it ploy; I say, ‘repeat your sign over and over in your head, like ____’. Here
I say the statistically most likely sign, which is the first one, i.e. Aries for April, Cancer for July
and so on. If I am correct, I get a positive response. If their sign is the other one, I will get
nothing and then know to reveal the second sign. I also use another method that I’ll detail later.
As I mentioned, I use this as part of a story or a reading and so it fits really nicely. You will see
what I mean when you read the effects section.
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The Clock
Let’s jump to the other side of the talisman and look at the clock force. This goes back a long
way and is an application of the Kruskal Effect, which I have used in other effects in my other
books.
One of the best-known examples of its use, with a clock, was by David Copperfield on a TV
special.
https://youtu.be/1PcIPzihL48

We will use it, very slightly, differently. Basically, the Kruskal Effect says that any number
sequence, if long enough, will ‘fall into step’ after a while and, regardless of where you start in the
sequence, you will end up on the same number(s). In this case, because of a quirk in our number
system and the letters in their names, we reach this point after just 3 ‘turns’. The Roman 3 below
the 12 reminds you of this and, also, reminds you to always begin at the 12. Watch the
Copperfield presentation for an example of this.
So, do this now - mentally choose a number from the clock. Okay, now, starting on the 12,
count round the face, one number for each letter1 (so, if you were to choose 5, you would arrive
on the number 4, if you chose 7 you would land on 5 and so on). Now, do the same again,
spelling out your new number2. And again3…
You are on the number 1.
You will always be on the number 1!
The reveal for this (if you want to use it, you could just read their mind) is on the opposite side
of the talisman, as mentioned before.
So, three times spelling out the number and the result will always be 1. Simple! In the first
example below, we start with the number 1. The second example starts with 11.

E

T

N

H

I

G

E

O

I

N

N

Start

E

E

E

E

V

I

S

H
R

L

X

T
E

Start
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The Symbol Force
The penultimate feature of the ST Talisman is the symbol force. Those who have followed
my work will have seen this before. Here, the symbols are stationary – obviously, as they are
carved into an ancient talisman! – and cannot have their order changed. This makes the effect
even easier to perform.
Basically, we need an easy way of forcing the second symbol in from either side. The symbols
look like this:
Force Symbols

So, how do we force the second from each end. Well, the answer is really quite simple. We have
the participant(s) choose a number from between 10 and 30 (just to keep things simple). This
can be done openly, or they can write it down and you peek it (just as before). Either way, you
know the number. For the force to work, it must be an EVEN number; if they choose an odd
number there is an easy way around this which I will cover in the effects section. For now, let’s
assume they have chosen an even number, so: 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26 or 28. Yes, there is a
slim chance they will choose either 10 or 30 but the wording reduces this to almost zero (I’ve
never had this happen). If it does, it really doesn’t matter, you can still carry on regardless – just
remember that 10 is one of our ‘special’ numbers.
If they choose 12, 14, 20, 22, or 28 you begin your count from the opposite end of the row of
symbols, from the symbol you want to force:
ETC

12

11

10

5

4

3

2

1

7

8

9

6

If forcing the eye, for example, begin here.

If they choose 16, 18, 24 or 26, you begin on the square – the SAME side as the force symbol.
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Now, in the heat of performance (especially if one hasn’t performed the effect for some time) it
can be difficult to remember this. For this reason, I have built in a crib or prompt to help you:

1624, the date on the talisman, is there to help you remember which numbers to begin at the
SAME side of the row as the force symbol: 16 and 24 and 18 (16 + 2) and 26 (24 + 2). So, the
numbers shown in the date as well as those numbers add on 2. This is a handy little prompt that
is right there in front of you, in plain sight and yet will never be noticed by anyone you perform
for!

If you do get 10 chosen, treat it as a special case and start at the SAME side as the force symbol – just like 16
and 24 etc.

If you get 30 it is just a normal number, so start at the OPPOSITE side from the force number.

As an interesting aside, for those who are interested in such things, the numbers of the date, 1, 6,
2 and 4, add up to 13! Coincidence? Please see Professor BC’s wonderful exploration of this in
the effects section.
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Let’s look at the talisman again…

The magic square itself allows you
to know their birth month (and then
star sign) or force the number 9
or one of its multiples

Star Signs are orientated in a
reverse clock face, allowing you to
quickly identify the star signs
associate with each month (the
result given by the magic square)

The word ‘one’ is a reveal for
the clock force on the opposite
side of the talisman

The triangle symbol is a reveal for
the symbol force on the opposite
side of the talisman

The word ‘True’ is used as a binary
for truth / lies effects

The clock face allows for the force
of the number 1

The number 3 (III) reminds you
to carry out the procedure three
times and to start on the 12
The symbols allow the force of
either the triangle or the eye

The word ‘Lie’ is used as a
binary for truth / lies effects

The date 1624 is a prompt for the
symbol force, reminding you which
numbers you will need to start at
the SAME side for it to work

The final ‘function’ on the ST Talisman is the True/Lie binary, but I’ll come to that in the effects
section. We will, also, look at the Astrological chart and the Animagus Principle in
this section.
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In addition to the Talisman, as mentioned, you received an aged astrological chart, with a wax
seal. There is also a small version, printed on recycled card stock.
If you purchased the Deluxe Edition, you also received a bespoke, custom made, leather bag or
purse to carry your Signum Tempus in. This bag was hand made using sustainable leather
‘offcuts’ from the tanning industry that would otherwise have been thrown away. The
astrological card fits into your leather bag; this allows you to carry everything you need for the
upcoming effects with you in one, small, package – for times when the chart itself would be too
cumbersome. In fact, you could easily carry the bag with you all the time! I included the jute bag
with this pack to give you the choice of which to use. The jute bag was hand printed with the
Celtic Tree of Life using environmentally friendly inks.
The Celtic Tree of Life symbolises the forces of nature as they combine to create balance and
harmony. The branches reach skyward whilst the roots reach down into the ground. This
represents the link between heaven and earth, mind and body and the never-ending cycle of life.
The Celts believed that the Tree of Life was a symbol of longevity, wisdom, and strength.
Both versions of ST also come with a custom printed card with the planets (and their associated
traits) on one side and the Star Signs on the other. This is a useful little extra that will help you,
and your participant, along!
The effect, ‘Blind Luck’, is only available to purchasers of the Deluxe Edition – along with the
accompanying blindfold.

I have tried to keep packaging to a minimum with this release and use, where possible,
environmentally sound or reclaimed/recycled/recyclable materials.

Below are examples of the coin ‘as is’ and after rubbing with alcohol (see p13).

Without Using Alcohol

Using Alcohol
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Effects
Some Barebone effects to get you started
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