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To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Thank you very much for considering my application. Below are 20 images I would like 
to use for my portfolio. I have a varied background in photography including daily 
newspaper, documentary photojournalism, studio, and commercial work over the course 
of 15 years. I presume a more common portfolio would include traces of all of these 
aspects of my work; however I feel that these can be found online, specifically on my 
website < www.allisonannekwesell.com >. The 20 images below are from my 
documentary work in Fukushima, Japan after the 2011 nuclear disaster. I chose to 
highlight these images as my portfolio because they are the reason I returned to academia 
from working as a full-time photographer and photojournalist. I began to document in 
Shinchimachi, Fukushima, and realized that mainstream media had quite negative effects 
on the village, specifically photographs. So, I returned to school for my M.A. and then 
Ph.D. During this time I continued to document radiation and tsunami refugees in 
Shinchimachi, taught photography and conducted my doctoral research about 
photographs.  
 
I now consider myself a photographer, a photojournalist and a researcher; the three are 
inseparable. Therefore, I am also including a research paper in my portfolio. This paper 
examines stigma residents of Fukushima face, and employs my photographs, while 
offering suggestions for future crisis and risk communication strategies. As a Professor I 
teach photography aesthetic and ethic as integral aspects equally relying on one another. 
My students are expected to have reason to approach the subjects they photograph (be 
them still or living objects) and ample understanding of the potential effects of 
photographing, sharing and even publishing. 
 
Thank you very much. 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

http://www.allisonannekwesell.com/


	 	
Allison	Kwesell	
www.allisonkwesell.com	

	

	 2	

 
Shinchimachi Fukushima.001 
Fukushima was a relatively unknown part of Japan until March 11, 2011. Shinchimachi is 
a small coastal village with 8,272 residents and 2,836 households (Shinchi Town Official 
Website, 2018). One hundred and nine people died in the March 11, 2011 tsunami and 
497 households were completely destroyed by the tsunami. This resulted in 1512 
residents moving into one of nine temporary housing units where many of them lived for 
the next four to five years (Shinchi Town, 2014). On the other hand, being located 
approximately 50km away from the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant, 
Shinchimachi residents did not have to evacuate due to the nuclear accident. While the 
effects of the nuclear accident were relatively weaker than other areas in Fukushima, the 
radiation level in the air, soil, and ocean increased after the accident. Here a child listens 
to a free concert for victims of the 2011 disaster. Her eyes well with tears from the cold 
winter and heavy winds, blowing off of Shinchimachi’s Mt. Karou. These winds are 
famous in the village for blowing radioactive nuclides north of Shinchimachi. 
 
 

 
Shinchimachi Fukushima.002 
A car remains on the shoreline in July, 2012; it washed away by the Japan’s 2011 
tsunami. Ulrich Beck (1992) suggests that a few major disasters of the last century are so 
large in scale they will remain in public memory indefinitely. Modernity, he posits, has 
created a “risk society” whereby the risks created are far greater than the ability to fix, 
cure, or nullify them. 
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Shinchimachi Fukushima.003 
Rain boots sit outside of an elementary school in May, 2012, in Shinchimachi. Directly 
after the disaster Shinchimachi Residents were told to wear rain boots when they went 
outside to protect them for the radioactive ground. Maeda, Oe and Suzuki (2018) 
compared the Fukushima nuclear disaster to other natural disasters. The authors noted 
that the impact of trauma following manmade disaster is more chronic and continuous; 
psychological acceptance is more difficult; anger or disappointment is stronger; 
groundless rumors happen more frequently; stigma and self-stigma are more common; 
and the influence of media is stronger than cases of only natural disasters (p. 52).  Tone 
and Stone (2014) suggest that the stigma and stress effects of the disaster might be more 
substantial than the physiological effects of radiation.   
 
 

 
Shinchimachi Fukushima.004 
July, 2012. A mother of two stands in front of her “temporary home” holding her 
youngest. The family was displaced from nuclear radiation and they lived in 
Shinchimachi’s temporary housing for four years.  
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Shinchimachi Fukushima.005 
Children who were displaced from Japan’s 2011 tsunami and nuclear disaster play 
outside of their temporary housing units. Most family’s lived in temporary housing for 
four or more years. Japan has an intimate historical memory to nuclear catastrophe. After 
the atomic bombings at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japanese public labeled victims as 
“other” and thought of them as contagious (Ishikawa, 1981, p. 105). The victims faced 
shame, guilt, alienation and young women had difficulty getting married (Lifton, 1987). 
These daunting labels have been mimicked in Fukushima: schoolchildren have been 
bullied and called vermin, cars have been vandalized, and people from Fukushima have 
been turned away from hotels because they might be contagious (Heath, 2013; 
MacKinnon, 2011; Ramana, 2011). 
 
 

 
Shinchimachi Fukushima.006 
A road is left ravaged one year after the March, 2011 disaster. While the Prefecture of 
Fukushima is as large as 13,780km2 and the distance from the nuclear disaster site varies, 
1.86 million residents of Fukushima had to face a newly imposed identity of being from 
the Prefecture of nuclear contamination and various implications that accompany it 
(Kwesell, 2018). 
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Shinchimachi Fukushima.007 
The caretaker of a Shinto shrine in Soma, Fukushima looks out from her home. The Great 
East Japan Earthquake and the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Disaster instantly brought 
“Fukushima” to the global scene, making the name infamous. Here a child’s eyes well 
with tears from the bitter cold during a free concert for disaster victims in put on in 
Shinchimachi by Japan’s famous AKB48 band in November, 2011. Shinchimachi is 
known for heavy winds that keep the village cold in the winter, cooler in the summer, and 
are thought to have blown away radioactive nuclides when the power plant exploded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shinchimachi Fukushima.008 
Broken pieces of pottery have become the new shells that line the ground and coast of 
Shinchimachi, Fukushima after the 2011 disaster. 
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Shinchimachi Fukushima.009 
A candle inside of bamboo reads, “元気でがんばってます安らかに” (I am fine and 
living my life to the fullest. So rest in peace) at an annual memorial in Shinchimachi for 
victims of the March, 2011 disaster. Large scale disasters have shaped public memory 
through symbolic meanings and iconic images, while the places, objects and people are 
forever negatively marked because of them (Gamson, 1988; Hariman & Lucaites, 2003). 
The Fukushima nuclear disaster was large in scale, and gained extensive global media 
attention that it will likely be fused in public memory. 
 
 

 
Shinchimachi Fukushima.010 
A strawberry farmer in Shinchimachi tends to his crops. The nuclear disaster severely 
affected the farming and fishing industry not only because of actual radiation 
contamination but social concerns of Shinchimachi being a part of Fukushima Prefecture. 
Whatever was “produced or caught in Fukushima” was automatically devalued and 
avoided (Wakamatsu & Miyata, 2017).  
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Shinchimachi Fukushima.011 
A child plays in her living room. Children who were under five years old at the time of 
the disaster are considered the most at-risk for negative effects from radiation. 
 
 

 
Shinchimachi Fukushima.012 
Residents pray for the New Year on top of Shinchimachi’s Mt. Karou. Japanese tradition 
is to climb the highest peak to watch the first sunset of the year. 
 
 

 
Shinchimachi Fukushima.013 
A child plays with a radiation counter in Shinchimachi’s largest park. Public parks, open 
areas and school playgrounds all have radiation counters. 
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Shinchimachi Fukushima.014 
Residents of Fukushima gather in Shinchimachi for free concerts and festivals for victims 
of Japan’s 2011 nuclear disaster. 
 
 

 
Shinchimachi Fukushima.015 
A child plays in an outdoor pool on a rainy day during Shinchimachi’s summer festival, 
which attracts residents of villages along the Fukushima coastline. 
 
 

 
Shinchimachi Fukushima.016 
Children play outside in the mud during Shinchimachi’s summer festival. The day before 
the festival the park had it’s top layer of grass and dirt removed in an attempt to lower the 
ground radiation. Still, they play in the mud. 
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Shinchimachi Fukushima.017 
A grandmother knits a scarf as a part of a Saturday morning knitting group for 
grandmothers living in temporary housing units. Residents of Shinchimachi continually 
talk about the importance of bridging the gap between generations in their aging society, 
“I hope to build a community system where the elders and the young generation are 
connected and build a tight-knit community.” 
 
 
 
 

 
Shinchimachi Fukushima.018 

A grandmother grows radishes for her family in Shinchimachi. Shinchimachi 
residents experienced various kinds of stigma especially toward fishing, agriculture and 
any kind of food from Fukushima. One resident spoke about the frustration of people 
unquestionably thinking his crops are dangerous when radiation cannot be seen or 
touched: “People say they will never eat the produce of Fukushima.” Another resident 
said, 

I have a daughter in Yokohama. I used to send her apples from Shinchimachi. But 
after the disaster, when I sent it to her, she said don’t send it to me anymore. So 
whenever we say such and such is from Fukushima, people tend to avoid it – they 
look at it and don’t dare to touch it like it is poisonous. 
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Shinchimachi Fukushima.019 
Plates of おせち料理 or the traditional feast for the New Year line the counter of a 
Shinchimachi resident’s home. The family is the seventh generation in Shinchimachi. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shinchimachi Fukushima.020 
Children walk home after summertime morning exercises they do with other children and 
families. Past studies have examined the role of community connectedness in coping with 
and overcoming disasters (Harada, 2012; Johnston, Becker, & Paton, 2012; Weil, Lee, & 
Shihadeh, 2012). One resident of Shinchimachi said, 
 

The disaster happened, we tried hard to find the bodies of our loved ones on our 
own. Mine, my relatives, and my wife’s house is all gone, we’ve lost our family 
and friends, and despite that we work hard together to get by each day with the 
people and the things that are left to us.  
 
Other residents mentioned that neighbors and community leaders helped with 

immediate disaster relief including body searches. “I am not alone. There are many others 
who have gone through the same experience and we support each other.” 
 
 
 
 
 




