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Happy June!
In this newsletter:

Updates on the home and writing front

The Fox Sisters: The raps and taps that started it all

Giveaway: Win a signed advanced reader copy of THE DECEPTION

Featured Author: Virginia Franken talks about her upcoming suspense HALF
SISTERS

Smile Time: What Made Me Happy This Past Month (and tell me what
makes you happy)

Hello! I hope you are doing well and ready for summer - or snow, which my New
Zealand friend tells me is currently falling in her neck of the world! Here in
Oregon we are having a very very very long June Gloom. I had the f ireplace on
yesterday. And a blanket. 

This newsletter is packed with fun stuff , so I'll keep the updates brief . Dogs are
fine. The ARCS (advanced readers copies) came in for THE DECEPTION, and I
am getting ready to pack those up and mail them off  to reviewers and
media. I'm having a blast lining up podcast interviews and features.

September will be a whirlwind, for sure! (PS - don't miss an upcoming event. I
keep that info up to date on my website so check there often.) I had fun
making a book trailer for AFTER ALICE FELL (that's on the website, too) and will be
making one for THE DECEPTION soon. Other than that, here's a few new pics of
the Blakemore clan. Calvin is particularly proud of his Duran Duran look.
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The Fox Sisters and the Ghostly Arts

Part 1

Turning Raps & Taps into Fame
& Fortune

Ah, those Fox Sisters. They may not
have been the originators of the
Spiritualist movement, but they
certainly were the "It" girls during its
heyday. What began with raps and
taps and a rumor of a skeleton in the
cellar turned into sisterly betrayal.

Their story began simply enough: In
March 1848, Maggie Fox, 14, and her
sister Kate, 11, confessed to a neighbor
they heard raps in the walls and f loors
and furniture of the farmhouse they
shared with their mother and father

in Hydesville, New York. Thinking the girls were pulling a prank, the neighbor
came to the house and asked to see for herself . The girls' mother, Margaret,
took part in the demonstration, asking the "spirit" questions that were answered
with knocks and taps. Then one question lingered: Were you murdered? To
which the being knocked three times. Yes.

Mr. Splitfoot, they called him. More and more neighbors came to witness Mr.
Splitfoot, who soon claimed to be a murdered peddler who'd been buried in the
cellar. Which was dug up. A few bone fragments were found, nothing to prove a
thing, but still the story lingered. The raps and thumps increased. Day and night
Mr. Splitfoot communed with the girls. The mother had had it; the girls were
sent to live with their married sister Leah Fox Fish in Rochester.

And Leah knew an opportunity when she saw one. She invited two inf luential
people in Rochester who were sympathetic to the communion with the
Otherworld. A hall was rented. Four hundred people packed it. The young girls
(and Leah, no slouch as a medium herself) were a hit.



Andrew Jackson Davis, an early and quite famous proponent of mesmerism
and manifestations, invited them to his home in New York to show their abilities.
He was convinced in their authenticity and gave his stamp of approval and
introductions to the scions of the Gilded Age.

Soon the girls and sister Leah embarked on a professional tour, booking halls
and hotels, providing public and private sittings. "Spiritual Knockers from
Rochester" the Scientific American mocked. But bigwigs came and mourners
believed. The two girls gave people what they wanted: a peek into the spirit
world and communication with the dead. 

The raps and readings grew into more complicated events - and the Civil War
left millions more yearning for connection to loved ones lost.  The The
Spiritualist movement gained untold followers. Spiritualist newspapers
flourished, providing communications with the departed and stories of
mesmeric f luids, heavenly voices, biographies of mediums and medicine from
quacks. The Fox Sisters were in constant demand.

Then one of the sisters began to crack...

To be continued in next month's newsletter.

Giveaway!

This is an exclusive drawing for a chance to win a signed advanced readers
copy of THE DECEPTION! (Plus a couple little extra gifts for fun.)

Click the button below to enter.

*Drawing runs June 5-July 10. Subscriber exclusive.

ENTER DRAWING HERE
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Author Interview: Virginia Franken

Releases June 22, 2022 - Preorder
available now

I am so excited to have you meet
Virginia Franken - her new novel looks
FABULOUS. I love a good summer
suspense read, and this one will hit
the spot. Thanks for joining us,
Virginia!

T ell us about your latest book and
when it  releases.

Hi Kim! So “Half  Sisters” was inspired by
a man I used to work with who dated
a woman for years and YEARS before
deciding that her younger sister was
actually the one he was in love with.
He eventually split with the older sister
and very soon after, married the
younger one. Things seemed to work
out f ine for that family, but the

simmering emotions aren’t quiet as neatly boxed away in my novel. “Half
Sisters” is the story of two women who share a father, but otherwise have zero
connection. Emily has been missing for almost two decades, so Matilda
presumes it's no big deal that she ended up marrying Emily's f irst love. And it
isn't a big deal; until Emily returns... It’s basically a twisty story about an ancient
lie that resurfaces and dismantles multiple lives. It’s available for pre-order now
and comes out on June 21st.

What's your writing process?

I’m constantly experimenting with different ways to create a story. Recently
I’ve gotten into forensic planning and tend to put together long and intricate
outlines before starting a draft – the f inal outline for my next novel is 30k. But
even with the story planned out, the f irst draft is where I get to f ind out who the
characters really are. And of course, as they develop, they start to have their
own opinions on how things should go. So it’s more like I’m off  on a journey and I
enjoy having an incredibly detailed itinerary so that I know exactly where I’m
going and what’s going to happen when I get there, but I also know I may end
up stuff ing my map in my backpack and then wandering around the hills
talking to the sheep and that’s f ine too.

Are there themes you like to explore in your books?

I’m realizing that even though each of my books have a very different feel, I
tend to write about how it is to be a woman moving through this strange world
we live in and how the choices we make are often shaped by the
circumstances we f ind ourselves in. I think I tend to write about how some
women seem to get an easier ride than others and for no good reason – but
that when you look a little deeper, everyone has their own cross to bear. Life on
planet earth is tough and I love books that show me that someone else is
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having a much worse time than I am but still is able to make it out the other
side! I’d say my books are about perseverance in the face of inequality and
that if  you think someone else is leading a charmed life, look again. All may not
be as it seems.

Do you listen to music while you write?

Yes! In order to focus I have to block out all background sound so I’m always on
the hunt for music without words. When I wrote my f irst book I had a thing for
plinky plonky French piano tunes and Celtic drums. Sometimes I play white
noise and f ind that really helps with my focus. I’m currently I’m into Mozart –
the melodies are so familiar to me I can partially ignore them and it basically
becomes a fancy noise excluder (sorry Wolfgang). I also love movie
soundtracks but sometimes have to turn those off  as they can have too much
story and I start to get distracted.

What's your f avorite genre to read?

I used to read a lot of rom-com but these days I bounce between non-fiction
and suspense. I’m also a sucker for anything related to time travel. I seemed to
have developed a passion for economics and anthropology books recently
which I think is me just trying to f igure out why oh why this world’s the way it is.
If  f ind any answers I’ll let you know!

What are you reading right now?

“Last One Home” by Victoria Helen Stone. I like her writing style as it’s evocative
but informal and kind of feels like you’re curled up on the sofa with a hot drink
chatting with an old friend.

What's the next project and when can we expect it?

My next project is another twisty suspense novel. It’s still early days, but
basically it’s an ode to the strength of everyday women in the face of
domestic violence. It sort of asks questions about when society will start
supporting women in making a stand against violence at home instead of
expecting them to be the ones to run. I think real female power is very different
from what we get a lot of in movies and some tv. More than a superhero or a
mega cop, I think women’s heroics are often shown in how they react in the
face of another person’s suffering. Are they bystanders or do they intervene?
And what are the consequences of that? No good deed goes unpunished of
course, but perhaps you have to step in despite that. No set launch date as of
yet but I expect to have the draft completed sometime this year.

ORDER VIRGINIA'S BOOK HERE

Virginia Franken was born and raised
in the United Kingdom. After traveling
the world as a professional dancer,
she now lives in Los Angeles with her
family. She works as a copy editor by
day and gets most of her writing
done when she should be sleeping.
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You can f ind Virginia here:

Website

Goodreads

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

Smile Time
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It's a diff icult world right now, and I try to f ind things that make me smile. A
small one this past month: a subscription to Reader's Digest. I don't know about
you, but my grandparents always had the latest copy on their coffee table, and

while my folks talked with their folks, I lay on the rug by my grandma and read
from cover to cover. The house, the background conversation, the smell of

grandpa's always brewed coffee, my grandmother's laugh that tinkled with glee
- all that and this small magazine made me feel safe and the world all right.

You know what? It still makes me feel that.  I literally cried when I opened it up
after so many years without it. Because this magazine is full of  what is good

and kind in our world. Thank you, Reader's Digest, for reminding me.

What Makes You Smile?

I want to know what makes you smile. I'd like to share it with all of you in our
next newsletter.

Begin



McMinnville, OR 97128 United States You received this email because you
signed up on our website or made a

purchase from us.

Unsubscribe

Thanks so much! Wishing you all a spectacular day 

and see you on the sunny side of the street!

Kim

Purchase Books Here

Kim T aylor Blakemore
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