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July 8, 2010 It is not easy to have a teenage driver and it is not easy to find an affordable car that is also safe. One of the security features on which we insist, despite the cost, is electronic stability control. While it hasn't been around that long, limiting its availability on older vehicles, studies by the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) show that the ESC may be the most important safety feature since the seat belt, saving up to 10,000 lives a year if all vehicles were fitted so. Our advice: Buy your teenage driver the safest, most
reliable and newest car you can. Remember that the $10,000 needed to buy a good car drive with AN ESC, curtain-by-air bags, and other safety equipment that could have saved your child's life is not cheap. But it's cheaper than even one day in the hospital. Here are the top car picks for teens:
VehicleEstimated Price 2000-2003 BMW 323i/325i $6,600 - $9,450 0 2000-2003 BMW 528i/525i$6,100-$8,400 2006 Hyundai Sonata$8.8.8.0 450-$10,000 2007 Kia Rondo (5-pass. version)$10,000 2002 Lexus ES 300$9,600 2005 Saab 9-3 Linear $9,150 2008 Saturn Aura XE$12,825 Cars, Below, take
some more cautious as the ESC was optional. In the case of Camry and Optima, it often requires a higher level of finish. Curtain-by-air bags have also been optional in Camry in some years. VehicleEstimated Price 2002-2004 Toyota Camry$8,250-$10,900 2006-2007 Kia Optima EX$7,500-$9,850 2007
Volkswagen Rabbit$12,000 TrueCar, RydeShopper, and CarsDirect are the best way to see the lowest prices for cars in your area. These sites show you don't bargain prices from dealers closest to you - and deals tend to be very good. This should be the first step you take when negotiating the price of
your car. Follow this with my checklist to make sure you squeeze out every last bit of savings. - Gregg Fidan Gregg Fidan is the founder of RealCarTips. After being ripped off on his first car purchase, he spent several years figuring out the best ways to avoid fraud and negotiate the best car deals. He has
written hundreds of articles on car purchases and taught thousands of car buyers how to get the best deals. Latest Weekly Tips for Buying An RSS Feed Car October 15, 2020 October 8 October 2020 October 1 October 2020 September 24 2020 September 17 2020 September 10, 2020 September 3
September 2020 I welcome your car buying issues. Email me and I'll be happy to answer them! Simon Emmett/Trunk Archive In my youth I was a pretty brave rebel (or so I thought), but when I became a mother, I exciting consolation in obeying the rules. The experts were my gods: Brazelton, Spock,
anyone on NPR. I sent in so many signature postcards for Parents magazine it would probably be delivered to my tombstone. When experts advised parents to have children close by age, my husband Charlie and I produced two boys for 14 14 wondering what benefits experts might have in mind: the joys
of double diapers, double teens, or double college tuition? We followed the PC's recommendations in good faith. When our sons were naughty, they were not bad; they only did a bad thing. We grimly informed them at an early age that there was no Santa Claus because we wanted to never lie to them.
(Let's pretend you didn't tell us! Boys cried in horror.) We were horribly open. When asked if he had any questions about sex, our nine-year-old child asked: What is sex? We positively reinforced the good behavior of the guys, even in high school, when it was difficult to find something positive to
strengthen. But when it came to kids and drinking, we stumbled into the dark. The teenage years crept up on us. Once we blithely discussed the possibility of running for student council, the next we discussed ... No problem. The boys took a ghostlike appearance at the dinner table, with headphones
pulsating rap. An interesting combination of men's cologne and dirty socks was heard around the house on Saturday night. The bedroom doors slammed on a regular basis and were ominously kept closed for hours. Teenage friends, suddenly unrecognizable, were stealing up and down the back stairs
like criminals at night. Who knew that children would ever grow up? Charlie said when the drink started. Of course, we never dreamed that our fresh-faced sons, the shining lights of classrooms and teams throughout primary school, would someday grow up to be humiliated by their parents, let alone to
sweep through half of our liquor deliveries in one winter. For I was as misguided about the reality of my growing children as I was about the so-called joys of natural childbirth. I read books and thought that through careful upbringing my children would grow up to be different teenagers who are different
from me, my brothers and any other teenagers I have ever known. When they were little, I swallowed a gin and tonic, read them in the evenings; it was my way of exposing them to a healthy amount of moderate drinking. No, darling, it's my mother's drink, I told them as they bent down to take a sip. I was
pretty smug about the effectiveness of this system. In the summer, before the boys entered eighth and ninth grade, I let them have the unstructured summer they asked for, hang out and watch TV with their friends. Do you mean they don't drink or smoking pot? Other mothers asked in disbelief. Modestly I
shook my head. It was hard not to brag. The boys are even interested in cooking - so cute! - baking cakes at 3 a.m. Apparently I made extraordinary exceptions. Then came autumn, and in the space of one awful week: My eldest son was discovered not enriching himself on Shakespeare's play in Boston
with his class as I importantly announced to the police officer on on but along the river of the city, taking the pot, from the side of vodka; Marijuana plants have been found thriving in the children's bathroom; and my eldest son didn't call or come home from a non-parment party until the next morning. Before
we could begin our moralizing, the boys began their own, eyes bright with indignation. Months earlier they had discovered an old joint, they were smoking, and we had no idea how frustrating it was to realize your father smoked marijuana as an adult? Where did they find out about such a lawyer?
Fortunately, it seemed out of my sons' reach to present his mother as a pothead. But there's no time to celebrate. Already Clarence Darrows has moved on to alcohol. What about you and Dad? My youngest son cried triumphantly. You drank, and you went. Ever since the boys became teenagers, we've
been (almost) sober as judges. But on a recent night, as Charlie and I ran off to our weekly movie, we thought, what harm could it be in the quiet slip of two weak cocktails (under a light sweater) to have a drink in the car on the way to the theater? Off we happily drove, almost immediately spotting our
youngest son walking home, skateboard under his arm. Hey! We shouted fun, jump and we'll give you a ride! - Forgetting two gins and tonics with slices of lime hissing in our slips. Showing derisive mercy, he agreed not to report the incident to his brother. But now the fairy tale has been blurred. Drinking
and smoking marijuana will hide the real highs and lows of teenage experiences, I tried half-heartedly, drawing on repressed memories from our sons' fifth-grade dare program when we parents were clenched their hands over our mouths as our children, one by one, solemnly promised to 200 witnesses
that they had never, in their lives, smoked a cigarette or an alcoholic beverage. Parental moralization was a failure. Books and magazines were curiously silent about the teenage issue of alcohol. I finally found an expert, which would have cost me money - a psychiatrist specializing in teenagers, even
though I was the one who walked, not my sons. What he taught me to say was so illogical that I had to read it to the boys from my notes. Drinking, smoking, staying away all night - it's not a moral issue, but a safety issue - I said. And, I added authoritatively, before quickly leaving the room, don't steal
alcohol from other parents. Steal it from us. It's been a long winter. Psychiatrist warned: Keep them safe, but don't spy on them, or they will rebel. So I didn't read my sons' diaries or search their rooms (the bureau box filled with beer bottles was quickly closed). I greeted them on a weekend night when
they arrived home at curfew (11:30) to make sure and any accompanying friends were sober. Friends of Friends then you must go home or move with the permission of the parents. Then I went to bed and sometimes I slept. The boys survived. They didn't drink, drive, arrest or arrest anyone else. They
found passions other than alcohol to list on their college applications. Returning from the first semester, my youngest son was surprised by the vomiting of other freshmen. I'm glad I learned to drink at home, he said. Thank you, Mum. Sarah Payne Stewart is the author of the new memoir Perfectly
Miserable: Guilt, God, and Real Estate in a Small Town (Riverhead, $28). This content is created and supported by a third party and is imported to this page to help users provide their email addresses. You may be able to find more information about this and similar content on piano.io How can a parent
know if their teen is using drugs? This is a complex question that is not easy to answer as it takes time and the ability to collect pieces of your teenager's puzzle behavior. But it is very important for parents to unravel whether or not their teen uses any type of drug as teen drug use can lead to sad
consequences as your teen does not reach their full potential or much worse consequences like death. Here are the questions parents should take into account when figuring out if their teen is getting high on drugs or alcohol. The first few tips on getting in the right frame of mind when dealing with this
complex problem and your teen. The rest of the steps you should take if there is any hint of drug use in your home is your teen. YT/Getty Images Figuring out even getting the smallest hint that your teen is doing drugs is a big shock. It will take time to process the thoughts and emotions that you think and
feel. But because of the nature of teen drug use and its often life and consequences of death, this time is a luxury parents of teenagers who use can not afford. You and your teen will be better off if you are aware of their drug use as this can cause your teen to receive any help they need to stop using the
drug. So while you can work through your own feelings, take steps to find out if they are really doing drugs and get help for your teen right away, and try not to freak out. Some parents believe that their teen will never take drugs because they have great grades or their teen athlete. While this may have
been more true in the past, teen drug use is no longer a problem for select teens who were typical 420 druggies. These days, all teens have access to many types of Athletes may be even more susceptible to certain types of drugs like steroids, as some good students may take the speed to do better in
their classes. In addition, alcohol use and alcohol abuse have been a problem for adolescents and young people for generations. Lay down stereotypes and keep an open mind when studying these these Parents don't want to believe that when their teen gets high or drinking alcohol it's not anything more
than a phase or rite of passage. Or, they may believe that drinking a little beer or using marijuana is something kids do, a teenager thing and it will be just fine because they also did it when they were young and they turned out approval. So they deny teen drug use occurs in their family or they avoid
seeing warning signs of their teens' use. Some parents may even go so far as to provide drugs or alcohol- usually it's alcohol-for their teens and other teens. If this describes you, you will need to adjust your attitude to teen drug use and be the parent of your teen, not their friend. It is important to talk to
your teen about drug use, not only if you feel they can take drugs, but as a preventive measure. But if you find evidence of your teen's use, share with your teen what you found and why you feel they are using drugs. Your teen will either try to explain the issues that you raise or get very defensive and start
a power struggle to avoid the real problem of their drug use. Either way, you will need to ask your teen if they are using drugs. Ninety-nine percent of the time your teen will say: No, whether they are or not. Guilt and fear of being caught tend to make teenagers lie when asked this question. Don't use this



conversation with your teen if you think they are tall or drunk. They are unstable and unable to communicate with you properly. Wait till they're sober. Your teen can never bring drugs home, but drugs are at school, at a local hang out or at a friend's house. There are warning signs of teenage drug use,
including things like falling grades, mood swings and a loss of interest in their hobbies or family. There are also specific warning signs for the teen's drug of choice. For example, being high on methamphetamine will make teens nervous sometimes for a full 24 hours or more where high on marijuana will
make a teenager sleepy after an initial high. Once you know the signs you may be on the look behind them. Yes, privacy is important in the family, but not as important as taking responsibility for raising children. Teen drug use is not safe for anyone in your home. If you are still unsure if your teen is using
drugs, but you think it is likely you can use a kit for drug testing. The kits can be purchased at a pharmacy in your area and online. Check for the list of drugs he checks is usually marijuana, amphetamines, methamphetamines, ecstasy, cocaine and opiates. Some parents have no choice but to use a set
for drug testing as their teen will deny the use of drugs and be very secretive. Other parents will have their teens tested regularly to prevent them from using the drug somewhere I recommend if your teen has used drugs in the past. For whatever reason you choose Use a set drug test, know that even if
your teen gets very angry with you, you can work on building back the trust you both have in your relationship once their drug use is under control. What if a drug test goes clean and your teen doesn't use drugs? Did you go through all this for nothing? No. What you've done eliminates one problem.
Something made you think that your teen is using drugs and unfortunately drug use isn't the only problem some struggling teens face. Make an appointment with your doctor and get their full physical to see what else might be a problem. Thank you for your feedback! What do you care? Problems?
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