
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, September 26, 2021 
 

Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, 
and the disciples want him stopped.  They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses 
about the elders who prophesied without official authorization.  Like Moses, Jesus 
refuses to see this as a threat.  Jesus welcomes good being done in his name, even 
when it is not under his control.  The circle we form around Jesus’ word must be 
able to value good being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep 
tabs on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Page numbers are located in the front half of the red worship book. 

Hymns and songs (#) are located in the back half of the book. 
 

Prelude Song                       “Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly” 
 

Confession and Forgiveness                                                                                                   page 94 
 

Gathering Song                          “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” 
 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace 
with you.  Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us 
to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29                                 Old Testament pages 129-130 
What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of this reading.  God 
provides manna in the wilderness, yet the people crave meat.  What is truly needful?  God bestows 
the spirit on seventy elders, yet two men not designated as leaders prophesy in the power of God’s 
spirit.  What constitutes real leadership? 
 

The reading concludes: 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 19:7-14 

7The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
8The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light | to the eyes. 
9The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, 
  O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

 

Second Reading: James 5:13-20                                                     New Testament pages 231-232 
Marks of the Christian community include praying for those who are sick and in need, celebrating 
with those in good health, restoring those who have strayed, confessing sins to one another, and 
offering forgiveness to each other. 
 

The reading concludes: 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation                            “God Will Make A Way” 
 

Gospel: Mark 9:38-50                                                                                     New Testament page 45 
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that involves service and 
sacrifice.  His disciples are slow to realize that these words apply to them as well as to others. 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
 

What to Leave Behind 
 

If you were stranded on a desert island, what five items would you want to have 
with you?  Or if you only had a minute to grab one possession before leaving the 
rest behind, what would you take?  These kinds of thought experiments invite us 
to clarify what’s most important to us while reminding us that, frankly, we have 
a lot of things we could probably do without. 
 

In today’s gospel, Jesus challenges us to take a similar look at ourselves.  What 
parts of ourselves do we need to leave behind as we follow Christ?  Maybe it’s 
our perfectionism or our need for control.  Maybe it’s our desire to escape 
through addictions or distractions.  Maybe it’s our harsh judgments about 
ourselves or others or a broken image of ourselves.  Whatever our stumbling 
block is, Jesus calls us to leave it behind. 
 

Yet, the gruesomeness of Jesus’ images—leaving behind body parts—suggests he 
understands that this isn’t easy work.  Often our most harmful patterns and 
behaviors are the hardest to leave behind, because in some way we brought 
them into our lives to protect us from what scared us the most about ourselves 
and the world around us.  Jesus stands with us to give us courage to look at 
ourselves fully as we are.  He looks at us not with judgment but with love and 
grace.  He invites us to find in him a new source of comfort and security, to let go 
of our old selves and cling to him and to his cross. 
 

When we take up this cross, Jesus will provide everything else that we need for 
the journey as his followers—strength and courage, endurance and patience, 
hope and love.  Today in this Christian assembly, we walk through this journey 
together, encouraging one another with words of peace and feeding one another 
with Christ’s own body and blood given for us. 



The gospel is announced: 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

Song of the Day                                            “Lifesong” 
 
Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 *Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

After each prayer: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 
Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 



MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 
Our offering is a collection of money for the church's mission, including the care of those in need, 
as a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful response for all God's gifts.  Your offering 
and “Count Me In” may be placed in the basket as you come forward for communion. 
 

Offering Song                                  “Change My Heart, O God” 

Offering Prayer 

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 
forever.  You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your 
gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Wednesday, September 29, 2021 
Michael and All Angels 

Michael the archangel, captain of the heavenly hosts, is remembered on this day 
along with the other angels and archangels.  The word "angel" means messenger, 
and in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, these beings have a fully spiritual nature 
and no physical body. 
 

Thursday, September 30, 2021 
Jerome, translator, teacher, died 420 

Jerome was a biblical scholar and translator, but rather than translating the 
original Hebrew and Greek scriptures into classical Latin, he worked in the 
commonly-spoken Latin of the day, creating a version called the Vulgate. 

 
 

Next Sunday’s Readings 
Genesis 2:18-24 

Psalm 8 
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

Mark 10:2-16 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .  
. . .we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 
within each cell; with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
 

Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; by night and day; 
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed. . . 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks. . . 
 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 
Amen. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 



 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Communion 
We celebrate at an open communion table.  All who hear our Lord's invitation are welcome to 
participate.  You will be dismissed by row to receive the bread and wine at the altar rail.   
Children who have received age-appropriate instruction are welcome to commune. 
 
Communion Songs 

                                                   “Say the Word” 
 

                                                            “Come Just As You Are” 
 
Table Blessing 

Response: Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 
the healing power of this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen us 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Announcements 
 
Blessing of the Quilts 
 
Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

Sending Song                        “Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly” 
 
Dismissal 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders 
Ushers: Yvonne Lind & Elaine Waxberg 

Song & Prayer Leaders: Praise Band 
Power Point:  

Lector: Sandy Holmberg 
Acolytes: Alison Baylor & Austin Buehring 

Communion Assistants: Cindy Koepp & Yvonne Lind 
Altar Guild: Deb Dahlberg & Linda Tripp 

 
 

Next Week’s Worship Leaders 

Ushers: Yvonne Lind & Elaine Waxberg 
Organist: Rebecca Swanson 

Power Point:  
Lector: Mike Carroll 

Liturgist: Pastor Jeri Bergquist 
Acolytes: Alex Flaten & Leah Stavig 

Communion Assistants: Pastor Jeri Bergquist & Maureen Sybrant 
Altar Guild: Yvonne Lind & Kathy McDonald 
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