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This image was lost some time after publication. This Google Maps Mashup from AnalyGIS and SRC adds census information from the 2000 Census to the Google Maps interface we already know and love. Just put in your address and you can quickly see the population, income and housing statistics for
your neighborhood in the 1, 3 and 5 miles radius of your home. Google Maps Census Mashup (extendthereach.com) U.S. Constitution mandates that every 10 years the Census Bureau count every person living in the United States. The results have huge implications and are being used to draw up
constituencies and allocate federal funding for things like education, hospitals, roads, Medicare and Medicaid. The Census is constantly adopting new technological tools to make the process easier, cheaper and more accurate. In 1890, the census scribes used some of the first tabulation machines, and
the Census Bureau acquired UNIVAC I, the first computer commercially available for civilian use, in 1951. This year, for the first time, the bureau is seeking to move predominantly digital. The biggest motivation: saving money. According to the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO), the cost of the
census has doubled on average every ten years since 1970. The cost of 2010 was $12.3 billion. This year, digital improvements helped the Census Bureau save on campaigning and printing costs, though the tally is still projected to be the most expensive census ever, exceeding $15 billion. But 2020
didn't shape up exactly as anyone planned, including for the Census Bureau. The agency is grappling with privacy concerns related to its digital push, concerns about online fraud, and a climate of fear that many worry will discourage people in immigrant communities from responding. And then there's the
time: The 2020 census officially began on March 12, just days before the first home-stay pandemic order came into effect in the United States. So what is the difference between this year's census? A lot. That's rundown. What does digital census mean? For more than a century, the Census Bureau has
been collecting data, sending people to get answers in person from every household in America. In 1970, the bureau switched to paper questionnaires and mail forms to most households. Now, the census hopes that most people will fill in the survey online. The bureau first tested online responses in
2000. Few households took advantage (74 per cent chose the mail option instead). In 2010, the bureau decided not to make the internet response a priority because its research showed that not enough people would use this option to make it worth it The Bureau is also concerned that it cannot
adequately protect user data. The 2020 Census is the first time the bureau has widely promoted the online option. In mid-April, the census sent out questionnaires households that have not yet responded online. For households that have yet to respond, a census representative (known as a registrar) will
knock on the door and collect responses in person. This year's census uses other new digital tools. The bureau has used satellite imagery and geospatial mapping to identify and verify addresses and equips registrars with smartphones that give them better data on which homes to visit and in what order.
Has the census solved digital privacy and fraud issues? The Census Bureau, which is a nonpartisan independent government agency, is legally required to protect personal information. Section 13 of the U.S. Code states that while the bureau may collect information to publish statistics, it may not share
this information with landlords, local governments such as the police, or other government agencies such as ICE. Private information is never published and individual IDs such as names, addresses, Social Security numbers and phone numbers are never disclosed. Census officials have vowed to comply
with those privacy measures, and violating Section 13 is a federal offense. But the census is far from perfect. In February, the GAO noted that despite significant successes, the bureau was slow to respond to cybersecurity issues. In an email, the U.S. Census Bureau's communications chief, mr.
Schwartz, wrote that the Census Bureau is taking extraordinary steps to protect the privacy of your response. By law, your answers cannot be used against you. There are no exceptions. When it comes to online fraud, the bureau will not disclose all the measures it takes, but some of them are public. The
online questionnaire only accepts responses from IP addresses in the United States, said Maria Filippelli, a census staff at the New America Foundation. She says the bureau monitors certain behaviors that indicate that responses are sent automatically or by bots. When people fill out a questionnaire,
these answers are encrypted twice: once when a user gets to send to an internet portal, and once when they land in a census database. That makes it much more difficult to potentially try to hack, says Filippelli. Smartphones that use registrars also encrypt data and require two-factor authentication. For
the first time, the Census Bureau will use differentiated privacy when the agency publishes the results and statistics for 2020. With the world's ever-larger and larger data set, you can combine datasets and eventually figure out the identities of individuals, even if these presented without personal
identification information. Differential privacy is a method that introduces a level of mathematical randomness into a data set. The census can tell researchers how much noise is in the set, the set, they can calculate the rate of errors, but no one can tell what data comes from the real person and which are
random. Climate fear and pandemic Despite the pandemic and early confusion on immigration issues, data are rolling in in 2018, the Trump administration has announced that it wants to add the citizenship issue to the census, leading to the participation of immigrant families leading to the loss of census
costs and making the count less accurate, according to an analysis by the Census Bureau. Ultimately, the Trump administration abandoned its attempt to add the issue, but public fear persisted. Compared to July 1, nearly 62 percent of known households have already responded, and nearly 50 percent of
these responses came through online forms. That's slightly lower than the 2010 final self-reaction rate of 66.5 percent. However, response rates are uneven. Early reports from California to Pennsylvania and Washington, D.C., found that communities that are traditionally considered difficult to count those who live in rural areas who don't speak English, immigrants, people of color, and low-income community-response rates are particularly low. When we were preparing for a lot of this before COVID, there were a lot of support systems in place, says Filippelli. The Bureau worked with libraries,
churches and community organizations to provide access to computers for residents and encourage them to fill out the form. But when the pandemic hit, all these places closed, which exacerbated the digital divide. The pandemic makes it difficult to count the homeless and people living in places where
nursing homes and prisons that have been severely affected are collected. It also forced the census to come up with new ways to count college students, on which many college cities depend to obtain adequate federal and public funding. Some door-knocking campaigns begin to back up time this month,
but the resurgence of the virus makes it more difficult to get the exact number. On a daily basis, the conditions for conducting and completing this census are shifting under the feet of the Census Bureau, said Terry Ann Lowenthal, a consultant who is on the Connecticut Census Full Count Committee. It is
very difficult to conduct a census when your best plans change so quickly. The Census Bureau has extended the self-response period so that people can submit their questionnaires, both online and by mail, by 31 October or by telephone. Filippelli says she still hopes this year will be successful: It's hard
to count communities still having low response rates, but we still have four months to come out to count. This article was originally published on Markup by Sarah Harrison and was republished according to Creative Commons License. Read Next: Getting there correct state of mind before flying to Mars,
according to astrophysicist TechCensusCourt orderU.S. The Immigration and Customs Enforcement 2010 U.S. Census Survey will be mailed to all U.S. residents in mid-March, opening the door for scammers who will use the program as an opportunity to trick people out of their money and their identities.
The U.S. Better Business Bureau, in Arlington, Va., is warning consumers to be on the lookout for online and personal census scams in the coming months, said spokeswoman Alison Southwick.The Census questionnaire asks 10 questions, neither involving personal financial information such as a bank
account or credit card numbers or your Social Security number. We warn people to beware of phishing emails that are supposedly from the Census Bureau, (as well as) phone calls, knocks on the door and mail, basically all forms of contact where people ask for financially sensitive information such as
their Social Security number or bank account numbers, says Southwick.Already, there have been reports of people identifying themselves as censusers, contacting the elderly in Chicago and trying to extract their financial ID numbers , says William Cress, associate professor and director of the Center for
the Study of Fraud and Corruption at St. Xavier University in Chicago. In the past, fraud has involved theft, access to victims' bank accounts and credit card accounts, Kresse said. Scammers are trying to work out something relevant in the news that people don't fully understand that makes the 2010
census a prime target. Older people are most at risk, Kresse says. Seniors tend to be lonely and more willing to talk to strangers on the phone than any other group, Kresse said. Many also have access to the money they have accumulated for retirement or other assets. Here are some ways that
scammers may try to trick you and what you should do: Phishing scams: phishing scams usually use fake email to collect your personal or financial information under false pre-installations. In this case, you will receive an official email saying that you incorrectly filled out a census survey and asked you for
a Social Security number or information about bank accounts or the names of computer users and passwords, Kresse said. Email is relatively anonymous and dishonest can contact several hundred thousand people at a time, Kress says. What you do: You can't file online and no one should receive
official emails for the 2010 poll. Yong Kim, a spokesman for the U.S. Census Bureau, says that if you do, don't respond. Fake Census You get fake 2010 census questionnaires by mail by requesting your personal financial information. What you do: Visit the U.S. Census Bureau website and compare your
survey to the official online. If your survey doesn't Census 2010 survey, by snnul it, says Kresse.The fake census call: If someone calls you claiming that from the census and asks you to divulge personal financial information, it's a scam. Only in rare cases can a Census staff member call to clarify the
information you have submitted, according to the Census website. In addition, scammers now have devices that can make subscriber ID come up with a U.S. Census or similar ID, Kresse says. That would make that appeal much more credible. What you do: Don't give out financial information over the
phone. Consider it a big, bright red flag if someone says they represent the census and asks you for sensitive financial information, says Southwick.A Census visit in person: If people don't mail back their forms, census scribes will visit their homes to fill out a questionnaire in person starting May 1,
according to the census website. Census staff may visit some homes more than once as the program conducts quality checks. In this type of fraud, someone knocks on your door, says he is a census worker and asks you for money to pay for the 2010 census, says Kresse.To make sure you're talking to a
census worker, ask to see his official government badge with his name and the Department of Commerce watermark. Then ask for a second photo ID to be confirmed, according to the census's website. If you are still unsure, there are numbers on the Census website to call to confirm that the visit is
legitimate. Keep in mind this can't be a scammer who wants your money. There will be rogue census workers who will use their position to ask for your Social Security number or fee, Kresse says. While the Census Bureau does the check, these workers are probably new to scam games and don't have a
record. What to do: The census worker who comes to your door will only ask you the same questions that are on the survey. If you suspect or don't feel safe, close the door and call the Census phone number to make sure that the person is an actual census worker, says Kim.Kim says the best way to
avoid problems is to get to know yourself about the process by checking the Census Bureau website and sending back your 10-question survey as soon as possible. Our site has the actual form and questions that we are asking, as well as a link to questions that you may have, says Kim. Says. tiger
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