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JULY 2022 NEWSLETTER 
 

June Church Council Meeting Highlights: Church Council met for its regular meeting on Monday, June 2nd at 7:02 PM 
with 9 of 12 members present.  Financial Report as of May 31st: General Fund $8,670.41; Building Fund $18,798.44;  
Memorial Fund $11,015.72.  Treasurer noted the approved $5,000 transfer from the Thrivent-Council Designated fund 
which created a small buffer that will help us cover payroll for this month.  Pastor Nathan shared that Pastor Vicki 
VanderVegt and Vicar Devin Ames will cover any pastoral emergencies while Pastor Nathan is away in July.  Christian 
Education: Mission Trip participants are looking forward to using the new church van for their trip; VBS is planned for 
August 7th - 11th; the recent Bible Journaling class was a big success.  Property: lawn maintenance will be kept at a  
minimum this summer with no spraying.  Stewardship: Two more members are needed to assist with a fall pledge  

campaign; 2021 Endowment Fund Earnings were $2,306.73 and recommended to council that $1,875 be disbursed to pay the remaining 
synod benevolence and the remainder be put toward the new church van - this was approved by the council.  Budget and Spending:  
Pastor offered to take 2 additional weeks of unpaid salary (4 weeks total) while away at Lutheran Summer Music in July, as well as  
forgoing his auto allowance for July; paid pulpit supply is needed for only one Sunday in July - this will create a total short-term savings 
of about $6,000 during July - August.  Van/Insurance: Roadside Assistance for the van will be purchased for the Mission Trip July 8th - 
17th; the insurance company needs at least two drivers listed on the policy, with additional drivers to be kept on file at the church office.  
John Henthorn was elected by the council to serve as Vice President.  The next regular meeting is Monday, July 11th at 7:00 PM.  Full 
minutes of the regular June meeting will be approved at the next council meeting and made available at the church office. 

 
Thank You: Dear members of First Lutheran, Thank you for the great quilt I received for graduation.  I would also like to 
thank you for the wonderful scholarship I was awarded.  It will help me on my educational journey.  ~Joey Papke 

 
In the Family: We’re happy to share births, baptisms, marriages and deaths for members and others connected to our 
church family.  Keep in touch and let us know who we may have missed. 
 

 Deaths: Colette Lenore Thomas (July 24, 1960 - June 8, 2022), sister of member Denise Pals whose funeral service 
  was Friday, June 17th at the church. 
 

  Sharon Marie Barn (January 14, 1948 - June 16, 2022), member whose funeral service was Wednesday, June 
  22nd at the Olson Funeral Chapel. 
 

Compassionate God, give courage and faith to all who mourn, that they may have strength to meet the days ahead with steadfastness and patience; not as those who 
are without hope, but in thankful remembrance of your great goodness, and in the joyful expectation of eternal life in your presence, with those they love; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 Graduates: Katelyn Buehring, Emily Englund, Brooke Hahn, Shelby Holmstrom, Nicholas Medina, Joey Papke, Maggie Roth, 
  and Ashley Schmidt 
 

All-wise and loving God, we give thanks for your gifts to us: for creating us, for saving us in Christ, for calling us in baptism as your people.  Look with love on all 
graduates and bless them as they complete this season of their studies.  By your Spirit, help them to use their gifts for your glory and for the good of all people.  In 
your lovingkindness guide them in their journey.  We ask these blessings through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

http://www.rushcityfirstlutheran.org


Small Catechism: African Descent Reflections 
by Pastor Nathan 

 
Like last year, my newsletter article series for this year focuses on the Small Catechism, but from a different and relevant perspective.  
(For an introduction to this year’s series and previous articles, see the Newsletter Archive on our website.)   Although after nearly 500 years Luther’s  
catechism contains timeless wisdom, it has long been a tradition for each generation of Lutherans to renew their reflections on these  
central teachings.  For the first time, our church has asked several African descent pastors and teachers to answer Martin Luther’s critical 
question: “What is this?” or “What does this mean?” 
 

Jesus regularly claimed God as “Our Father”, even though the Old Testament rarely refers to God as 
a father.  Jesus used this title for God because he trusted in the intimacy and  closeness of God.  In 
fact, Jesus also called God “Abba”, a term of endearment, perhaps best translated as “Papa” or 
“Daddy.” 
 
“With these words,” Martin Luther says, “God wants to attract us, so that we may come to believe he is truly our 
Father and we are truly his children.”  Why does God want to attract us?  So that we may freely  
approach and talk to him!  “That we may ask him boldly and with complete confidence, just as loving children 
ask their loving father,” Luther says. 
 
We might pray the Lord’s Prayer in a solemn and reverent matter, speaking it quietly and keeping 
God at a distance.  But clearly, Martin Luther wants us to approach God with childlike boldness, 
excited to leap into “Papa’s” lap and share with him our deepest desires and needs. 
 
“In teaching his disciples to pray,” the African Descent Reflection notes, “Jesus invited them into an intimate 
relationship with God.  We call on the creator of life, the one who is our loving parent.” For nearly 300 years in 
this country, black children were regularly separated from their parents at slave auctions.  The 
trauma of this cruelty was passed down through the generations and is still remembered by many.  
“Sometimes I feel like a motherless child,” begins one African-American Spiritual.  How comforting, then, 
to know that God is a loving parent who can never be separated from us but is always with us. 

 
Just as people of European descent have learned about and treasured their cultural roots in Europe for generations, people of African  
descent are doing more of the same now in Africa.  This includes recovering African titles for God congruent with the Biblical witness. 
“The Kiga people of northern Rwanda and southern Uganda in Africa,” the Reflections teach us, “call God ‘Bibeko,’ a name that means ‘the one who carries 
everyone on their back.’ This comes from the widespread African custom of women or girls carrying babies on their backs.”  Much like Isaiah 40, “the name 
vividly describes God as nursing or cherishing people with the tenderness and care of a mother.”  Isaiah 40:1 begins with “Comfort, O  
Comfort my people,” says your God.  The Hebrew word comfort shares the same root with the word for a mother’s womb.  This is an image 
of God’s womb-love for the people. 
 
God is both Bibeko and Comforter.  What an inviting and attractive image for God!  God close at hand, we are never a motherless child.  
O God, Bibeko and Comforter, you have carried us throughout our lives.  You are the source of life!  Help us to boldly and confidently 
come to you in prayer, trusting that you welcome and hear our cries; through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Questions for reflection: 
1. Father.  Bibeko.  Comforter.  What are some of your favorite titles for God?  How does that title connect to what Jesus did and 

taught? 
 
2. Why is it important to remember not just the good things that have happened to our families but the hard things as well? 
 
3. What’s an anecdote or story from the African-American experience that has increased your awareness and compassion of their  

historic mistreatment?  How might it help you be more loving to all people? 


