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Water Innovators Convene for Symposium to  
Address the Region’s Critical Water Challenges 

 
CHICAGO, Illinois (March 13, 2017) – In partnership with today’s international Urban Waterways Forum 
hosted by Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel and Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo, Current, a new non-profit 
organization that is propelling Chicago's water economy, and City Digital, which focuses on data-driven 
urban innovation in the built environment, are convening a Water Innovation Symposium to explore 
how Chicago is tackling regional water challenges through technology and collaboration.  
 
Urban waterways such as the Chicago River represent the confluence of ecology, development, and 
economic growth. Thriving and vibrant urban communities require robust and resilient water 
infrastructure. With more frequent and intense rain events, aging infrastructure, and impaired water 
quality due to population and industrial growth, ongoing innovation and investment are essential to 
protect, preserve, and enhance urban water resources.  
 
The Water Innovation Symposium will profile new technologies and collaborations being embraced 
across Chicago that address these pressing water needs, enhance quality of life, and support economic 
development. They include analyzing microbes in river water to protect public health, using data 
analytics to enhance green infrastructure investments, reducing institutional water use, and harvesting 
valuable commodities such as phosphorus from wastewater while protecting ecosystems.  
 
“Intensifying water challenges demand ambitious solutions,” said Steve Frenkel, Current’s executive 
director. “Today’s symposium shows how Chicago’s world-class capabilities in water research, 
infrastructure, and industry can advance the next-generation technologies needed to address water 
scarcity and quality facing communities and businesses not only here in Illinois, but nationally and 
globally.”  
 
In addition to featuring technology solutions, the symposium will profile innovative collaborations 
among governments, communities, and private sector stakeholders to illuminate how collaborations can 
create new business and governance models to creatively manage urban water resources. 
 
“City Digital at UI LABS has brought together public, private, and non-profit partners to develop 
solutions that address challenges to the built environment,” said Steve Fifita, executive director of City 
Digital. “Using Chicago as a testbed, City Digital is helping cities globally leverage data and build new 
tools to enable improved management of urban water resources on a greater scale.” 
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Water Innovation Symposium 
March 13, 2017 

3:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.  
UI LABS Innovation Center 

1415 North Cherry Avenue, Chicago, IL 60642 
 

Agenda 
 

Welcome: Steve Fifita, Executive Director, City Digital  
 

Opening Remarks: Steve Frenkel, Executive Director, Current  
 

Keynote Address: Opportunities for Innovation: David St. Pierre, Executive Director,  
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago  
 

Panel 1: Technology Innovation  
Moderator: Seth Snyder, Chief Scientist, Current 
Panelists: 

1. Microbiological Innovation  
▪ Cristina Negri, Argonne National Laboratory: Microbial communities in river 

systems 
2. Green Infrastructure Innovation  

▪ Marcus Quigley, CEO, Opti: Smart Green Infrastructure Monitoring pilot  
3. Water Treatment Innovation 

▪ Jessica Linville, CEO, RWEDI Solutions, Inc.: Cooling tower water management  
4. Utility Business Model Innovation 

▪ Rachel Lee, Regional Sales Manager, Ostara Nutrient Recovery Technologies, 
Inc.: Harvesting value-added products from wastewater 

 

Panel 2: Innovative Collaborations  
Moderator: David Leopold, Director of Program Management, City Digital  
Panelists: 

1. Josh Ellis, Metropolitan Planning Council: Calumet Storm Water Collaborative 
2. Pete Mulvaney, West Monroe Partners: Aligning watershed governance through data 

collection and sharing 
3. Joe Svachula, Vice President of Smart Grid and Technology, ComEd 
4. Aaron Packman, Northwestern University: Urban Water, Food, Energy, and Ecosystems 

Data Sciences collaboration (Urban Water-FEEDS) 
 

Closing Remarks: Steve Frenkel, Current  
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About Current:  
Current propels Chicago’s water economy to solve global water challenges. Current connects the city’s 
world-class public water utilities, private industry, research institutions, and entrepreneurs to promote 
innovation for greater sustainability and economic growth. Through Current, Chicagoland will become a 
global leader in the development and deployment of next-generation water technology. The Current 
Research consortium amplifies scientific innovations and applied research while the Current 
Demonstration program validates new technology through a structured test-bed platform. The Current 
Connect commercialization program enables proven technologies that are ready to scale to leverage 
Current’s curated investor and customer network. Through its robust tech-to-market innovation 
pipeline, Current is validating market-responsive technologies to attract investment capital, meet the 
real-world needs of utility, commercial and industrial customers and grow Chicago’s water economy. 
 
About UI LABS and City Digital: 
UI LABS brings University + Industry together with startups and government to collaborate on problems 
too big for any one organization to solve on its own. UI LABS is building a portfolio of applied research 
and commercialization labs that improve its partners’ competitiveness and financial performance, and 
transform entire industries. Across its current labs, UI LABS has more than 300 members from industry, 
government, community organizations, and academic and research institutions. Learn more at 
uilabs.org. In 2015, UI LABS announced the formation of its second lab, City Digital, which uses Chicago 
as a testbed for infrastructure improvements in the areas of water and sanitation, energy management, 
and mobility. Ongoing pilots include research to improve Chicago’s stormwater drainage system, which 
is frequently overloaded, and mapping Chicago’s underground to prevent construction work from 
disrupting utility service. 
 
Contact:  
sfrenkel@currentwater.org, (312) 590-8888 
katie.olson@uilabs.org, (312) 281-6826 
For more information on Current, visit CurrentWater.org. 
For more information on City Digital, visit CityDigital.org. 
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