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Information sheets for middle school students

High school students, like adults, come from different places intellectually, socially and emotionally. Teachers need to learn to work with a wide range of personalities who present themselves to understand what every student needs. To prepare for high school education, get acquainted with these common personality
traits. Remember that each student is characterized by a combination of attributes, even when there is one that defines them more than the rest. Look at the whole child and avoid generalizing based on a single trait. Every school has bullies. They tend to focus on those who cannot or will not defend themselves. There
are always underlying causes of cruel behavior that motivate students to act - these can include everything from extreme uncertainty to problems at home. A teacher should never dismiss a student who is mean to others because they often need as much help as their victims, sometimes more. Bullying can be physical or
emotional, so be looking for both. Be diligent about spotting bullying as soon as it happens so you can put an end to it quickly. Teach your class to stand up for each other to prevent bullying from getting out of hand if you don't notice. Once you've identified cruel tendencies in a student, start trying to find out what's
hurting them. Everybody looks up to these students. Natural leaders are usually enthusiastic, beloved, and well-rounded individuals who have enormous impact on their classmates. They are respectful and respected. They may not notice other students looking at them as examples because they don't demand attention.
Leaders should still be mentored and cherished, but probably don't need the same kind of guidance from you as their classmates. Show these honest students their potential and help them make positive differences in and out of your class. Remember that even wise and influential students need teachers to help them
grow. Some students have energy left over. This can make it difficult for them to concentrate and even cause them to misbehave without meaning. The activity of energetic students, from constant bouncing to persistent distractions and blurting, can overwhelm any classroom. Work with them to develop strategies for
success - they may need accommodations to help them focus and get their work done. Sometimes these students have undiagnosed behavioral disorders such as ADHD that need to be addressed by a professional. Every class has students who take it upon themselves to keep everyone busy – the class clowns. They
tend to love attention and don't mind if it's positive or as long as they get a response. Overly stupid students often get in trouble when they let their desire to stand out get the best of them and they stop following rules to entertain. Instead of immediately for disciplinary action, try to reason with them. Find out what you're
doing to help them lead by example instead of always trying to make others laugh. Motivated students are naturally hard workers. They adhere to high standards and go above and beyond to achieve their goals. Many teachers enjoy having ambitious students because they don't need to be convinced to do their best, but
be careful not to dismiss their needs. Students with great appetite for success tend to have low tolerances for failure and can be unfair to themselves if they don't perform as well as they would like. Encourage them to find a healthy balance between pushing themselves and making mistakes. Students with above-average
intelligence bring an interesting dynamic to the class. They tend to move faster through material and exhibit skills after their age, which you draw on occasionally to enrich your instruction. However, there are two ways in which other students generally respond to those gifted and talented and neither is beneficial: They



can shun it because they are different or quirky or rely on them for academic help. Both scenarios can be detrimental to the well-being of an exceptionally bright student, so watch out for signs of abuse or be exploited. These students are always prepared for class. Remembering to complete homework is not a problem
and they probably don't need your help in keeping track of their materials either. These students prefer order and predictability and may have difficulty dealing with anything that contradicts this. Put their skills to use with class jobs and encourage them to set examples for others on how to stay organized. If they find it
difficult to function in disorder and chaos, they learn strategies for coping and adapting. Some students are introverted, shy and withdrawn. They probably have a few good friends and communicate very little with the rest of the class. They won't always participate in the classroom because sharing their ideas in
discussions and working with others is well outside their comfort zone. Find a way to get in touch with these students so you can accurately assess what they can do, what they know and what they need. Zero in on the features that make them good students and don't punish them for being quiet (this will probably make
them even less likely to communicate). Each class will have students who often seem disconnected or even seem to be lazy. Sometimes these inattentive and non-participatory students struggle to focus their mental capital on academics and other times they simply check out when not understanding it. These students
usually don't pay much attention to themselves and will fly under your radar if you're not careful. Find out what keeps them from succeeding: Is it a social problem? Academic obstacle? Anything else? Else? like these you need to tend to their hierarchy or needs before they can apply themselves to school, because there
might be much more pressing issues on their minds than schoolwork. Some students create drama just to be the center of attention. They can gossip or incite other students to notice them and don't always have a great reputation. Don't let these students manipulate others – they are often adept at harnessing different
traits in people to achieve results. Like bullies, these students can simply use drama to cover up their problems. Dramatic students may desperately need your help and don't know how to express it. There's always going to be a few students who seem to get along with everybody. They love to talk and thrive in social
situations. Bring social students to life in discussions and unique harmony for the classroom - use their skills before their socializing gets out of hand. They have the ability to reach understated students, suppress drama, and help leaders positively influence the class. Teachers sometimes see these students as a
nuisance, but they can be really valuable additions to a group. Some students just want others to know what they're thinking. While their intentions may not be to upset you or others, opinionated students tend to point out flaws and question everything, sometimes derailing your education. They are often quick and more
aware than their peers, making them feel like their classmates need to want to hear what they have to say (and often do). Don't let these students get under your skin when they talk back. Instead, guide them to become leaders. Some students seem unable to stay organized. They forget to hand in homework, don't keep
their backpacks or lockers organized and don't have strong time-management skills. Many teachers scold disorganized students for making mistakes when they actually need to be equipped with tools and strategies for effective organization. Learn disorganized students organization tips just like you would learn
something else before their inability to be tidy keeps them from learning. High school is the perfect time to introduce students to poetry. By giving students the opportunity to explore different forms, you give them the freedom to discover which types of poetry resonate with them the most. Engaging, short lessons are an
excellent way to link your students to poetry right away. Ekphrastic poetry allows students to use poetry to describe a work of art or landscape in vivid detail. They may be less intimidated by this poetry, which encourages them to write about something rather than compose poetry from their imagination. GOALS Introduce
the concept of ekphrasis. Write a 10- to 15-line poem based on a work of art. MATERIALS Paper and pencilsPrintouts or projector to display artwork reproductions Ekphrasis: Definitions and examples Art Words List and Criticism Term Bank ACTIVITY Introduce students to the term ekphrasis. Explain that an ekphrastic
poem is a poem inspired by a work of art. Read an example of an ekphrastic poem and show the corresponding artwork. Discuss briefly how the poem relates to the image. Guide the students through a visual analysis by projecting a work of art onto the board and discussing it as a group. Useful discussion questions can
be: What do you see? What happens in the artwork? What is the setting and the period? Is there a story being told? What are the subjects in the artwork thinking or saying? What's their relationship? What emotions do you feel through the artwork? What are your sensory responses? How would you summarize the
theme or the main idea of the artwork? As a group, begin the process of turning the observations into an ekphrastic poem by circling words/phrases and using them to compose the first few lines of a poem. Encourage students to use poetic techniques such as alliteration, metaphor, and personification. Discuss different
strategies for composing an ekphrastic poem, including:Describing the experience of watching the works of artTelling the story of what happens in the artworkSeak from the artist's perspective or subjects Share a second work of art with the class and invite students to spend five to 10 minutes writing down their thoughts
about the painting. Instruct students to select words or phrases from their free associations and use them as a starting point for a poem. The poem does not have to follow a formal structure, but must be between 10 and 15 lines. Invite students to share and discuss their poems in small groups. Then think about the
process and the experience as a class. Make connections between poetry and songs that your students are familiar with. You find that your students enjoy researching poetry more easily when it is presented in the form of lyrics. OBJECTIVES Identify similarities and differences between lyrics and poetry. Discuss how
language can create a tone or mood. MATERIALS Speakers to play music Printouts or projector to display song lyrics RESOURCES Contemporary Songs With Metaphors Popular Songs With Similes ACTIVITY Choose a song that is likely to appeal to your students. Well-known songs (e.g. current hits, well-known film-
musical songs) with broad, relatable themes (belonging, changing, friendship) work best. Introduce the lesson by explaining that you are going to explore the question of whether lyrics can be considered poetry. Invite students to listen carefully to the song as you the class plays. Then share the lyrics by handing out a
print or projecting them onto the board. Invite students to read the scriptures aloud. Invite students to brainstorm similarities and differences between lyrics and poetry. When important terms arise (repetition, rhyme, mood, emotions), write them on the board. When the conversation turns to theme, discuss how the
songwriter conveys that theme. Invite students to point out certain lines that support their ideas and what emotions those lines evoke. Discuss how the emotions evoked by the lyrics connect with the rhythm or tempo of the song. At the end of the lesson, ask students if they believe all songwriters are poets. Encourage
them to use background knowledge and specific evidence from the class discussion to support their points.  Slam poetry combines poetry with performance art. The audience of a slam poet takes part in lectures by scoring the performance. Encourage your students to explore this form of poetry by enabling them to
identify poetic devices by watching videos of slam poetry performances. GOALS Introduce save poetry. Strengthen the knowledge of poetic devices and techniques. MATERIALS RESOURCES 25 Slam Poems suitable for Middle School and High School Activity Introduce the lesson by explaining that the activity will focus
on dense poetry. Ask students what they know about slam poetry and whether they ever participated themselves. Give a definition of slam poetry: short, contemporary, spoken-word poems that often describe a personal challenge or discuss an issue. Play the first slam poetry video for the students. Invite students to
compare the slam poem with written poetry they have read in previous lessons. What is similar? What's different? The conversation can naturally pass into the poetic devices present in the slam poem. Hand out a handout with a list of common poetic devices (the class should already be familiar with it). Tell the students
that their job is to be poetic device detectives and listen attentively to all poetic devices employed by the slam poet. Play the first slam poem video again. Every time the students hear a poetic device, they have to write it down on the handout. Invite students to share the poetic devices they've discovered. Discuss the role
each device plays in the poem (repetition, for example, emphasizes an important point; images create a certain mood).   vote).  
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