
Hannah Lai 
 
Hannah is passionate about belonging, cultural identity and what it means to feel at home. As 
an Australian born Chinese with a childhood of living overseas, migrating and uprooting many 
times, she uses her privilege and lived experience to welcome new arrivals into this country.  
 
Her career of working with young people of migrant and refugee backgrounds started straight 
after graduating from a Bachelor of Social Science at Macquarie University. She currently 
works at the Multicultural Youth Affairs Network (MYAN NSW). Prior 
to this she was a caseworker with unaccompanied minors, people 
seeking asylum and families exiting detention.  
 
She is also the Sydney coordinator for Refugees Welcome Australia, 
where people seeking asylum are connected to welcoming 
households with spare rooms.  
 
As a creative, Hannah also has skills in interview collection and 
podcast creation. She is currently part of the StoryCasters program at 
Diversity Arts. 
 
Currently, Hannah coordinates the Youth Ambassador program at 
MYAN NSW which mentors and supports young people aged 12-25 
from multicultural backgrounds to build knowledge, skills, and 
confidence to create positive social change.  Youth Ambassadors 
work within NSW to serve as advocates and amplify the voices of young people to decision 
makers. The program provides them with the tools and techniques to participate effectively 
in a range of local, state and national opportunities. 
 
Throughout her career, Hannah works to provide support and expertise to ensure young 
people are seen partners and community members rather than clients in need of service. 
Hannah supports them to identify their strengths, needs and advocate for solutions.  
 
Hannah has strong skills in youth participation and youth development, strongly believing 
that young people have the right to fully participate in the decision-making processes that 
affect and shape their lives. Some of her achievements include: 

• Organising and co-designing a youth conference with the youth ambassadors for over 
200+ students and young people in Bankstown 

• Growing the MYAN NSW Youth Ambassador program to reach 150+ young people of 
refugee and migrant backgrounds 

• Being part of the starting crew for the Sydney chapter of Refugees Welcome Australia 
• Partnering with schools in Western Sydney to deliver youth-led workshops to newly 

arrived students of refugee backgrounds 
 
Contact 
 
hannah@myannsw.org.au 
0490 714 292 


