
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
Santa Maria Urban Ministry Hires New Executive Director 
 
Date: January 30, 2018 
 
 

Santa Maria Urban Ministry, long-time San Jose 
community center, welcomes Kathy Córdova  

as new Executive Director 
 
 
Santa Maria Urban Ministry, a non-profit serving San Jose 

neighbors since 1983, is thrilled to announce the addition of Kathy 

Córdova as Executive Director.  

 

Ms. Córdova, born and raised in San Jose and an SJSU graduate, 

brings a wealth of experience, knowledge and heart to the job of 

Executive Director. As the new ED she will continue to develop an even greater vision 

for the future of Santa Maria and its unique community-based approach to uplifting low-

income families in San Jose.  

 

Kathy has worked in the non-profit sector in the bay area for over twenty years. Her 

previous experience includes years as development director with schools and non-

profits serving the San Jose area, including Sacred Heart Nativity Schools, Asian 

Americans for Community Involvement and West Valley Community Services. She also 

consulted for multiple non-profits, providing management, strategic planning, and 

marketing expertise and has served on many non-profit boards including the Latina 

Coalition of Silicon Valley and the Association of Fundraising Professionals. 

 

“What I loved right away about Santa Maria”, stated Córdova, “is that we have a true 

community approach here. We offer a warm and welcoming place for the community to 

gather and support one another. I have never seen a non-profit that has so many 



 

 

clients actively volunteering in its day-to-day operations. They are joined by volunteers 

from local high schools, universities and churches in the common effort to ease hunger 

and poverty in our midst. Santa Maria is a community gem that I am thrilled to be a part 

of. I look forward to building Santa Maria up from its strong foundation in the 

Washington neighborhood and beyond.”  

 

Santa Maria partners with Second Harvest Food Bank to provide food for low-income 

families in San Jose. In addition, Santa Maria also provides preschool, after-school 

tutoring, ESL and other educational programs. With her many connections in the non-

profit world, Kathy aims to develop more partnerships and collaboration with other non-

profits serving the San Jose community. 

 

Long-time Board member, Joanna Shreve, stated that “Santa Maria is at a pivotal, and 

extremely positive point in its 35-year history. We recognized Kathy Córdova’s cultural 

and community awareness, leadership skills and development experience to be a 

perfect fit for Santa Maria. She and Alfonso Mendez, our longtime Operations Manager, 

will be a dynamic team to lead us into the future and expand our transformative work in 

this community.” 

 

The mission of Santa Maria Urban Ministry is to provide our community with a safe, 

welcoming place for basic services that meet short-term needs and to promote 

permanent, uplifting transformation for client families through education, service and 

targeted programs.   * * * * * * * 

Please join us at our Spring Open House where we will introduce  

Kathy Córdova to the community!  

Saturday, March 10 Anytime from 10:00am - 1:00pm 

778 S. Almaden Ave., San Jose 

For more information, email: k.cordova@santamariasj.org 
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