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BASKETBALL ECONOMY 
STATISTICS 
A numbers game on and off the court 

Every aspiring basketball athlete has their eye set on a list of specific goals and 
accomplishments, once they realize that playing basketball is what they truly 
want to do. When faced with making the best decision about what’s best for 
them on their next step up the ladder of success, they should try looking at and 
deciphering the numbers. It’s safe to say that 100% of athletes between the ages 
of 10-14 believe they will become the next Michael Jordan, Kobe Bryant, etc. In 
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actuality, when you look at the numbers, nearly 
96.9% of a million high school student-athletes 
wont even get that 4-year athletic scholarship 
nearly valued at $250K. And for the 3.1%, their 
level of accountability is constantly challenged 
every semester. We all know or can imagine just 
how complex the life of a NCAA D1 student-
athlete is. Undoubtedly, there are a lot of pros 
and cons when measuring the value of 
instructional capital; such as the “student-
college experience,” or obtaining a college 
degree. Than compared to becoming a Top 10 
Lottery Pick, or being the potential owner of a 
NBA franchise. Students like Joseph realize the 
importance of using statistical analysis to 
measure certain areas of success for student-
athletes. Especially in regards to careers 
revolving around the Basketball Economy. 
During a inquiry-based academic session, he 
found that by shifting the focus from what future 
career descriptions are typically perceived to be, 
to knowing actually which career opportunities 
truly exist in the Basketball Economy. He 
believes this is highly essential and gives a 
stronger approach in knowing what to pursue down the road. This type of 
learning helped him tweak his outlook on how and what the professional 
workforce looks like, from a HS sophomore point of view. He asked, what’s 
more realistic as a career option in basketball for me? Being a professional 
player, or a professional coach? He discovered the art of question asking, and 
kept it in his back pocket for those times when he needed help shaping out 
those life changing decisions that are soon to follow. Like Joseph, other 
students also realize just how important it is to know about the realistic 
probability in obtaining those 96% of other career opportunities in basketball. 
Ultimately, the end result for aspiring student athletes is becoming a 
professional in the area that they are passionate about. When it comes to the 
numbers, it’s important for them to know the odds, and just as important for 
them to know how to at least break even. 
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