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BASKETBALL ECONOMY 
Careers  



Top 4 positions in basketball for retired pros    

The best careers are the ones that never end. And if you choose something that you would consider 
doing for a lifetime, well that’s even better. For professional basketball players exiting an intense and 
tenured career on the court, the opportunity to continue in the same field is 
almost certain. We’ve compiled insurmountable amounts of information using 
data analytics to produce these 4 positions that are soaring at a high demand 
for retired pros.


4 CAREERS FOR RETIRED PROS 
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1.  BASKETBALL EXECUTIVE / GM 

There is a ton of work required for seekers of this role, and it must be carried out effectively on a 
day to day basis. Collegiate and professional organizations offer well over the 1M in annual salaries 
for professional candidates. Imagine operating a collegiate or professional organization, from a birds 
eye view, should be a ton of fun. Having a minimum of 15+ years of professional experience as a 
player under your belt, should suffice for obtaining this role. Typically, a 4 year Degree, and/or a 
Masters Degree in Sports Law, Organizational Development, Social Sciences, etc., is 
recommended. 


2.  HEAD / ASSISTANT BASKETBALL COACH  

Wrap you head around the notion of inspiring, motivating, and monitoring a whole group of 
personalities at once. Coaches, are also known as, distant parents, counselors, mentors, etc., they 
have the best duality of any position in the Basketball Economy. With both social and financial 
incentives, most coaches have a long and prosperous career while changing many lives. Salaries 
range from 250K for mid-major D1 NCAA coaches, to the upper millions for high level NBA head 
coaches. Typically, a 4 year Degree, and/or a Masters Degree is recommended.


3.  BASKETBALL COMMENTATOR / ANALYST 

Being highly compensated to talk about the sport on NCAA, NBA, etc. media networks would be 
ideal. This could be the place to be for many ex pros. With similar work conditions as a professional 
athlete, minus than the physical overhaul, retired pros use this avenue as a smooth transition from 
the hardwood. Networks offer annual and multi-year salary options, with medical, dental, etc., and 
benefits, incentives, bonuses, etc. Typically, a 4 year Degree, and/or a Masters Degree in 
Communications, Journalism, etc., is recommended.
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4.  BASKETBALL SCOUT / RECRUITER  

Traveling around the world sifting through the best talent for teams? Sounds fun, especially if you 
can understand how those shoes feel, for those thousands of aspiring recruits. For many athletes, 
the opportunity of being observed or scouted by college or the pros, would be a dream come true 
to say the least. Many professionals in this position have a minimum of 5+ years of experience as a 
professional basketball player. Typically a 4 year Degree, and/or a Masters Degree in Sports Law, 
Organizational Development, Social Sciences, etc., is preferred.
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