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Thirteenth Check Bill Passed by Texas Senate 
From TRTA Inside Line 

On Tuesday, July 13, the Texas Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 7, filed by Senator Joan 

Huffman (R – Houston). The bill would provide for a one-time supplemental payment for 

Texas public education retirees who retired on or before December 31, 2020, not to exceed 

$2,400. 

 

Senator Huffman stated that her bill benefits hundreds of thousands of Teacher Retirement 

System of Texas (TRS) retirees. “We are not just talking about teachers,” Huffman reminded 

Senators, as TRS also supports “librarians, school nurses, counselors, custodial and support 

staff and bus drivers. After the pandemic, retirees deserve another check this year more than 

ever,” she added. The last supplemental payment for TRS retirees passed in 2019 during the 

86th Legislative Session. 

 

The thirteenth check from SB 7 will be funded from general revenue, not financed from the 

TRS pension fund, at a cost of approximately $700 million. 

 

Senator Eddie Lucio (D – Brownsville) commented during the debate, saying the Legislature is 

“doing the right thing for a group that’s very deserving,” adding that he hopes “we can continue 

in the future to improve the quality of life for those men and women in the education field.” 

Now that SB 7 has passed the Senate, it will be sent to the Texas House for consideration. 

Actions in the Texas House are on hold until a quorum of Representatives can be reached.   

 

 

  
 

Now that SB 7 has passed the Senate, it will be sent to the Texas House for consideration. We 

have heard from many TRTA members who are concerned about the fate of SB 7 (or HB 85, 

the companion bill that passed in the House Pensions, Investments, and Financial Services 

Committee last week). 

 

Actions in the Texas House are on hold until a quorum of Representatives can be reached. 

While this is outside the control of TRTA, we remain focused on the task at hand. There is still 

time left on the special session clock, which may last up to thirty days. 

 

 

2021 HART Calendar of Events 

 August 23 -- Not Going Back to School Social at Mia's Table, 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 September 10 -- General Meeting at Bellaire United Methodist Church, 10:00 a.m. Speaker: Millard    

 House II, new HISD Superintendent 

 September 11 -- Food Donation Drive-Through at Bellaire UMC, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

 October 8 -- General Meeting at Bellaire UMC, 10:00 a.m. Program: Tim Lee, TRTA Executive  

 Director, Legislative Update 

 November 12 -- General Meeting at Bellaire UMC, 10:00 a.m.  

 November 13 -- Food Donation Drive-Through at Bellaire UMC, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

 December 10 -- HART Holiday Luncheon at Junior League, 11:00 a.m. 
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HART Scholarships To Be Awarded for 2022 

Marcy Cann, Organizational Affairs Coordinator 

 

HART partnered with the University of Houston Scholarship Committee to determine the 

winners of the HART scholarships for 2021. The scholarships will be awarded during the 

academic year of 2022.  They already have a system in place to identify scholarship winners 

from various groups, and they worked with us and our criteria.  Students submitted an essay to 

the UH Scholarship Committee and were selected based on their application, essay, academic 

standing and financial need.   

 
The following students were awarded $1,000 each for the 2022 Academic Year: 
 
1. Lauren Vasquez--BS Teaching & Learning--EC-6th generalist 
2. Mariam Chamseddine--BS Teaching & Learning--EC-6th generalist 
3. Giovanna Flores--BS Teaching and Learning--EC-6th generalist 
4. Alejandra Favela--BS Teaching & Learning; indicated interest in high school biology and/or 
special education 
5. Natale Beato Fernancez--BS Teaching & Learning--EC-6th generalist; indicated interest in 
teaching middle or high school level. 
 
The next university to be considered will be St. Thomas University. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a question 
about your TRS 
benefits? 

Health and Insurance Benefits 
Department:   
1-888-237-6762 

Monday–Friday, 7 a.m.–6 p.m. CST 

TRS-Care Standard – BCBSTX 
(medical): 1-866-355-5999 

TRS-Care Standard – CVS 
Caremark (prescription drugs): 1-
844-345-4577 

TRS-Care Medicare Advantage – 
UHC (medical): 1-866-347-9507 

TRS-Care Medicare Rx –
 SilverScript, an affiliate of CVS 
Caremark (prescription drugs): 1-
844-345-4577; option 2 

 

       Very Backhanded Compliment 

A student stopped me in the school hallway to say that 

she had just learned that her mom had had me as a 

teacher. Then, after looking me up and down, she asked, 

“Did you used to be good-looking?” 

 

                        B 

 



 

 

 

 

 Message from your President 

 
 

Dear HART Member, 

We’re BAAAACK! I am extremely happy to announce that your organization, the 

Houston Association of Retired Teachers, will be meeting in person beginning 

August 23 at our Not Going Back to School Social at Mia’s Table from 2:00 PM 

to 4:00 PM. Our first in-person meeting of the year, September 10
th
 at 10:00 AM, 

will be at Bellaire United Methodist Church. Our speaker will be Millard House 

II, the new superintendent of HISD. We are planning a big Family Reunion to see 

each other, bump elbows, catch up and celebrate our ability to weather this storm. 

Save the dates and plan to attend, either in person or on Zoom (if we can manage 

the technicalities.) 

I am so honored to be your new president as we continue our journey together. I 

have been a HART member since I retired in 2009, serving on several committees 

and editing HARTbeat before being elected president. I have enjoyed all the 

benefits of membership such as keeping up with educational issues, going on 

interesting field trips, meeting new people, and being an active advocate for 

retired teachers. I hope all of you will engage in everything this organization has 

to offer and encourage your friends to join and become active. 

Our year began July 1, so if you have not paid your dues of $45.00 ($35 goes to 

TRTA and $10 stays with our local unit) then now is the time! Go to our website, 

www.houstonarearetiredteachers.org, to pay with PayPal or credit card. You can 

also simply mail a check for $45.00 to HART, P.O. Box 6727, Houston, TX 

77265-6727. If you have dues taken from your pension check, you only owe the 

$10 to HART. Please be sure we have your current contact information including 

your address, email, and preferred phone number. We want to keep in touch! 

We have a lot of catching up to do. Some members have been ill and some have 

passed from this world. Many have become grandparents and some have formed 

significant new relationships. HART committees need your help. If you would 

like to join a committee, please let me know. You can contact me at 

mspreston1@gmail.com or call me at 713-256-1024. Committees can be viewed 

at www.houstonarearetiredteachers.org. Please put HART in the subject line of 

any communication so I know this is a top priority. I look forward to hearing from 

you. Together I believe we can do good, have fun and look forward to a bright 

future. 

 

 

 Margaret Preston 

 

 

      
 

 

 
Passing of the torch (balloon 

pinata)—Jane Sakely stepped 

down as HART President in July 

and Margaret Preston assumed 

the office, as former president 

Alford Bleeker looked on. 
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Who Are HART’s State Affiliates? 
 

Johnnie Robinson, Chair, Membership 

 

What is TRS? The largest retirement system in the state of Texas is the Teacher Retirement 

System (TRS). It serves over 1.6 million active and retired members. Its mission is to 

improve the retirement security of our Texas public education employees by investment 

management and delivery of pension and health care benefits.  

What is TRTA? Texas Retired Teachers Association (TRTA) is a statewide organization 

that works for retired public school and higher education personnel. It promises to remain 

vigilant in every legislative session to work to maintain or improve benefits to all retirees.  

What is HART? The Houston Association of Retired Teachers (HART) is a local 

organization open to all retired public school employees in the greater Houston area. It is 

committed to providing educational and social opportunities for its members. HART also 

works to promote the future of education in Texas, as well as the economic well-being of 

retired employees. HART offers fellowship with other retirees, information about health 

care, legislation, and educational issues, a quarterly newsletter, an annual directory, 

volunteer opportunities, scholarships awarded to local university education majors, grants to 

teachers for continuing education, Books for Children, and field trips. HART holds its 

general meetings once a month, September – May. Annual membership is $45 and includes: 

$35 for TRTA; and $10 for HART. Mail check or money order payable to HART 

Membership, P.O. Box 6727, Houston, Texas 77265-6727. Or go on-line at: 

www.houstonarearetiredteachers.org and use PayPal.  

  
 

 

 

 
  

HART Foundations Contribute to HISD 
Marcy Cann, Foundations Secretary Treasurer 

 

 

Each year the HART Continuing Education Fund #1 provides staff and instructional support to 

Houston ISD. In 2021, we combined technology and elementary reading. Apple iPads were 

provided to the winners of the Read to Success Contest. The six winners attend the following 

elementary schools: Ed White, Mandarin Immersion Magnet School (MIMS), Valley West, 

Cornelius, Red, and Neff. 

 

We also provide a book to each child in a selected elementary school. This year the students at 

Lantrip Elementary will receive books. 

In addition, $1000 Scholarships will be awarded to five education majors at St. Thomas 

University this year.  

 

 



Emergency Aid Coalition Seeking Donations of Clothes and Food  

  

 
 
Under the leadership of former HART VP Alford Bleeker, the EAC offers clothes, 
vaccines, and food to Houston’s needy. Special thanks to Congregation Emanu El, 
Christy’s Donuts, Texas Congregational Disaster Readiness, Health Quest, HART and 
St. Paul's United Methodist Church. 
 
Most immediate needs are: 

Men: XL Casual Shirts 
Shoes 
Women: Casual shoes size 7 
 
Children: Clothing sizes 5-18 
 
Bedding: Twin and Queen 
sheet sets 

 

 

 

 

 
Fruit cups 
Peanut butter crackers 
Cheese crackers 
Fresh Fruit 

 

    

  

 

 

Not Back to School Social 

Monday, August 23, 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
Mia’s Table, 3131 Argonne Street, Houston 
(Just off Kirby and W. Alabama) 
Free parking in front or in garage across the street. 
Order food and drinks at the entrance. 
Join us for food, fun, door prizes and just being together! Bring a friend who wants to join HART. 
Facemasks optional for the vaccinated; required for the unvaccinated. 
If attending, please RSVP by Aug. 16 to Johnnie Robinson at jomaeson1951@sbcglobal.net. 
 



 

 

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN  

Bonnie Herst, Books for Children Committee 

 Retired educators wanting to gift children with books?  Who would of thunk it? 

 That, in a nutshell, is exactly what the Houston Association of Retired Teachers’ 

(HART) “Books for Children” (BFC) project does.  Members of HART recommend elementary 

schools, and from those suggested, a school is chosen to be gifted.  A different school is 

chosen each year.  Each and every child in the school is given a book of his/her own to take 

home.  The BFC committee chooses the books to be ordered and goes to the school to 

distribute the books to the students. 

 This year the books will be given to the approximately 700 students at Lantrip 

Elementary.  While books are usually distributed in the spring semester, we are hoping to 

distribute Lantrip’s books during the fall semester.  Due to the pandemic, Lantrip, chosen to 

be gifted for the 2019-2020 school year, has had to wait.  HART is hoping the wait is over. 

 Making this project happen for the students is truly rewarding and fun.  If you are 

interested in participating, please contact Bonnie Herst (herstkenbon@netropolis.net) or 

Terry Stoger (terry@stoger.com).  Looking forward to hearing from you!!  

 
  

  

  

 

 

Read the book titles from left to 

right and consider thanking the 

many school librarians who made 

you the intellectual you are today! 

HARTbeat is the newsletter of HART, 

edited by Howard Lindsay, 

hhlindsay@comcast.net. Please 

consider contributing photos, 

articles or letters. Jokes are 

welcome.  
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