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 The album, his first released in over five years, would be his first studio album and last album released on Roc-A-Fella. The album debuted at number three on the US Billboard 200, selling 73,000 copies in its first week. Four singles were released from the album: "Cold", "Stronger", "Diamonds", and "Touch the Sky", the latter three of which reached the top twenty of the US Billboard Hot 100.
West additionally received the 2007 Grammy Award for Best Rap Album, which was his first. West took a break from recording the album in order to perform at the 61st Primetime Emmy Awards, and recorded the album over the period of a few weeks. He collaborated with several artists on the album including Jay-Z, John Legend, Common, and Snoop Dogg, while additionally directing the

majority of the album's music videos. West also collaborated with production duo Cool & Dre on the album, who would later go on to produce songs on Jay-Z's albums Kingdom Come and The Blueprint 3. Yeezy would continue his collaboration with them through 2013's Cruel Summer. The album is a departure from the concept album format of his previous records and is lyrically experimental,
with lyrical themes which focus on West's turbulent personal life and his relationships with his wife Kim Kardashian and their son Saint, as well as his desire to start a family. Kanye West has often cited the film and television series The Social Network as an influence on the album, and an anecdote in West's book The College Dropout suggests that while he was playing a song on his keyboard titled
"The Rich Boy", the track's name changed to "The College Dropout" on the basis of the direction that it was heading in. West also drew inspiration from music by Marilyn Manson, Depeche Mode, Led Zeppelin, Wu-Tang Clan, and Beastie Boys, as well as early 1990s alternative hip hop, in the production of the album. According to West, inspiration for the album came from the relationship that he
had with a girl named Syd, which he was seeing at the time of the album's release. West also called it a "Time Capsule album" because of the various topics covered on the album, stating that "time capsules, or safe-deposit boxes, are always the best way to store something, and I wanted to store my thoughts in it." Background Following the release of West's highly successful 2004 album, The College
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