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At Bristol Steiner School, we recognise the importance of feedback as part of the teaching and learning 
cycle, and aim to maximize the effectiveness of its use in practice. 
 
This policy sets out how the use of effective marking, feedback and response is consistently utilized 
across our school to benefit primary aged children. 
 
Key Principles 
 
Our policy on feedback has at its core a number of principles: 

 The sole focus of feedback and marking should be to further the children’s learning 

 The most important person in deciding what is appropriate is the teacher (DfE, March 2016) 

 The quantity of feedback should not be confused with the quality.  The quality of the feedback, 
however given, will be seen in how a pupil is able to tackle subsequent work. 

 Written comments should only be used where they are accessible to students according ot age 
and ability 

 Feedback delivered closest to the point of action is most effective, and as such feedback 
delivered in lessons (verbal) is more effective than comments (written) provided at a later date; 

 Feedback is provided both to the teachers and pupils as part of the assessment processes in the 
classroom and takes many forms other than written comments 

 Feedback is part of the school’s wider assessment processes which aim to provide an 
appropriate level of challenge to pupils in lessons, allowing them to make good progress 

 All pupils work should be reviewed by teachers at the earliest appropriate opportunity so that it 
might impact on future learning.  

 An important element of marking is to acknowledge the work a pupil has done, to value their 
efforts and achievement and to celebrate success in a developmentally appropriate way. 

 
Feedback and Marking in Practice 
 
It is vital that teachers evaluate the work that children undertake in lessons, and use information 
obtained from this to adjust their teaching. Feedback occurs at one of three stages in the learning 
process: 
 

1. Immediate Feedback – at the point of teaching 
2. Summary Feedback – at the end of a lesson/task/main lesson block 
3. Review Feedback – away from the point of teaching 

 
The stages are deliberately numbered in order of priority, noting feedback closest to the point of 
teaching and learning is likely to be most effective in driving further improvement and learning 
especially for younger pupils. 
 

Type What it looks like 

Immediate Feedback  Includes teacher gathering feedback from teaching including 
practice books, chalkboards, bookwork etc 

 Quick checks for understanding including questioning, games, 
sweep, recall 

 Takes place in lessons with individuals or small groups 

 Often given verbally to pupils tor immediate action 



 
 

 May re-direct the focus of teaching of the task 

 May include annotations on the work in process 

Summary Feedback  Takes place at the end of a lesson or activity 

 Often involves whole groups or classes 

 Provides an opportunity for evaluation of learning in the lesson 

 May take the form of self or peer-assessment against an 
agreed set of criteria 

 In some cases, may guide a teacher’s further use of review 
feedback, focusing on areas of need 

Review Feedback  Takes place away from the point of teaching 

 May involve written comments/annotations for the pupils to 
read and respond to 

 Provides teachers with the opportunities for assessment of 
understanding 

 Leads to adaptation of future lessons through planning, 
grouping or adaptations of tasks 

 May lead to specific targets being set for pupils’ future 
attention or immediate action. 
 

 
Marking Code 
 
Where written marking or annotations are appropriate, the intention is that minimum teacher time 
should lead to maximum outcomes.  Teachers in Bristol Steiner School stay with the same class of 
children from class 1 through to class 5 (whenever possible).  This means that the teachers and children 
have a close and deep understanding of each other.  BSS acknowledges that consistent high standards 
are more important than unvarying practice.  We do not enforce a ‘one size fits all’ marking code.  Each 
teacher is able to use their own code for marking that is made explicit to children and used during their 
time in the primary years.   
 
Some examples of marking codes that may be used: 
 

Annotation Meaning 

✓ Maths: correct answer 

 Maths: check circled number/sign/circle after the answer 

 Main Lesson book: good/well done 

 Check spelling/calculation 

 


