Hands of Hope News May 2020
Thank you

for supporting us
for reading this newsletter
for encouraging us with messages
for all the things you do that makes this work possible

2020 A Different sort of year
In spite of the unusual circumstances caused by the Covid19 pandemic we
have so much to be thankful for. To date the families we support in Romania have remained
infection free and we pray this continues.
Ruth and Chris had aimed to be back in Romania for the Spring season to oversee the preparation
and planting of the trees that had been planned for this time. Chris managed a fleeting visit in
February but by the time the planned date for return arrived the Covid19 restrictions were in place.
The use of the Community Centre is now a little different with the families only allowed to use the
showers and laundry on separate days in order to still maintain the required social distancing.
Denisia and Gäelle, our teaching and admin staff, keep in touch with the families providing home
schooling materials as well as keeping the children encouraged and motivated. Thank you for all of
the pens, pencils and drawing materials so generously donated.

Solar Heating Upgrade

Tree Planting Update

Our hot water is generated, most of the
year around, by two solar arrays on the
roof. They are optimised for Spring and
Autumn sunshine but during the Summer
there is an excess of solar energy and we
need to dump the excess solar energy.
Up to now, we have had a manual
switching system but this Spring Chris
and his brother Peter installed an
automatic system which uses two fan
assisted radiator to expel waste heat to
outside the building. Unfortunately we
do not have a swimming pool!

Despite Coronavirus restrictions we have been able with Vasy to do some preparation for this work
and have employed a contractor to plough and disc the land. The next step will be to disc and seed.
We will use a mixture of grass and clover to give some ground cover under the trees. If you wish to
partner with us in this project and sponsor some of the trees please get in touch.

Family Support - Dumeni
We support a few families further afield and with the Coronavirus restrictions we have had to make
alternative arrangements in order to continue the support. With the generous help of the local
mayor in Dumeni we have made donations of food and supplies.

Donations
Regular monthly donations are particularly welcome as it helps us budget for the year ahead.
An extra ask: As the charity continues its work during the summer we need to keep a
careful eye on funds and we foresee a few lean months ahead. Your generous donations
keep the wheels turning in Romania and make a very real difference to peoples lives
and especially give opportunities to young people they wouldn't otherwise have.
Please consider something extra this month.
Bank details if you wish to set up a standing order or make a BACS payment are:
Hands of Hope
Account no: 12629251 Sort Code: 55 91 00
Cheques can be sent to “Hands of Hope”,
c/o C & R Baker, 14 Hawarden Avenue, Douglas, Isle of Man IM1 4BS or
donations can be made via the
Pay Pal link on our web site

www.handsofhope.org.im

