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<Charming>

“Lentil soup isn't my favorite, either. But that's not a
natural reaction.” I took a leaf from the bowl and
rubbed my fingers against it. Bruising herbs was a
common way to release smells. After one whiff, T
understood everything.

“Any assassin would know this plant.” I gave Toshio
a look, and he nodded. These weren't mint leaves.
They were hemlock. “Someone tried to kill you, but
why? And why use poison?”

“I'm...” Sadao sniffed, “I'm scared, Sakura. Please
help me!”

I felt something in my gut, and maybe that was pity.
Or maybe it was the thought of my lungs going
numb. Hemlock poisoning was a horrific way to die,
and whoever had done this was a cruel coward.
You'd spend your last moments suffocating under
your own drool.

In any case, we still had one more detail I wanted to
discuss. And if I had any trouble remembering, [
knew I could ask Toshio for help.
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