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 Hide, hide. The pencil rattled the door handle, a call of wolfcries and burning shells and the quaking of the trees outside, a deep
bellows of terror from the sky, the desert air. She couldn't open the door. No, not for him. Not for the pencil. She lifted her

hand, grasped the doorknob and tugged. It stayed there. She tugged harder. The knob rattled free and spun. The pencil gripped it
and tried to pull the door open, but she pulled harder. The pencil slid back and caught her ankle. She pulled it off with a yelp
and as the pencil ripped away and continued to tug, the door swung open. She stumbled into the living room. Max's head, pale
and large, appeared in the doorway. His feet were not on the floor. His body, fully clothed, was stiff and awkward, as though

someone had dragged him in from the street. 'No, no, no, no.' She ran to him and bent over his face. She kissed his brow and his
eyelids and his mouth and the nape of his neck. She whispered his name over and over. 'Max.' She didn't want to leave him. He
was heavy, deadweight on her shoulder. She didn't want to leave him. She didn't want to leave him. She just didn't want to leave

him. 'I was worried about you,' she said. 'I'm so sorry.' 'I'm so sorry.' 'It's all right, it's all right,' she said. She didn't know how
she was going to leave him. There was no place she could go. She felt as though there was no place for her in the world, no place
for her to go, and she had nowhere to take him. She sat down. 'Are you okay?' 'Yes,' she said. 'Of course. Just a few scratches.'

Max's face was brown and jaundiced. His eyes were sunken. She didn't know how much longer he would stay with her. She
didn't know if he would ever come back. 'You're okay?' 'Yes.' He took her in his arms. His body was warm and soft. She held

him close. His head rested on the top of hers, and she thought about the secret he had kept from her for so many years.
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