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 ichnography, then coiled back upon her. The amiable, prepubescent body moved softly like a cat—her body was all one, with
faint nipples at the peak of her breasts, a vagina that made my penis flinch, and belly button at the end of a short, tight tail. The
thin jawbone was delicate and her eyes the calm eyes of a Buddhist monk. I believed that it would be possible for me to make

love to her and she to me. I did not sleep, I would not sleep—sleep would make it impossible to move. But I did lie in bed,
watching the candlelight on the leather. It was as I had feared—when the adrenaline of the day was exhausted, it left me, leaving
me in a state of despondent anxiety. I would be totally useless tomorrow. I would have been useless anyway—I could not move.
The jolt of the assassination attempt had left me in the grip of a paralysis of the muscles. It was as though I had been shot in the

back, in the spine, and there was no way to heal. I was held tight in the brittle bands of the steel frame of the bed, and I could
not force myself out of it. It was as though the part of my body that was paralyzed refused to move and blocked all movement. I

was sweating, and the sweat hurt, making my skin sticky and tender. My heart rate was so high I couldn't stand it. I tried to
breathe in and out, but found that it was impossible to breathe—my chest hurt and I couldn't get air into my lungs. I could not

move a finger, and it was as though someone had placed a hook in my body and hauled me back and forth. I watched the
candleflame, and I saw the flame make an S, with the peak of the S just above the bottom edge of the flame, and the bottom
edge just below the top edge, so that the top and bottom points of the flame moved up and down and made the S. It was as

though my body was the flame, being turned back and forth by a motor—it was a perfect movement, and it would continue until
it was finished. I could not sleep and I couldn't move. I knew that there was nothing I could do but sit there and wait for it to
pass. It went on for a long time. I watched the flame and I listened to the grinding of my heart and the breathing in and out
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