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 Unfortunately, after a few days in the water, he grew curious. Charlie knew the beast wasn't alive—he looked dead, the way a
toad looks dead when you touch it—but it looked exactly like a human being. It was the first time he'd ever seen a human being

who wasn't dead. He might have been curious about it, but he was also very frightened. The very thought of touching the
creature, of even getting close to it, was enough to make him retch. Charlie found the closest town and drifted to shore, hoping
he could find someone there who could tell him more about it. He found a large restaurant on the beach. He tried to talk to the

waiters, but they didn't know anything about the creature, except that it came there every night. Charlie ended up eating alone at
the bar, hoping no one else would notice him. He had just finished his fourth beer when his eye was caught by the creature's
hands, which were moving across the bar like a man playing a piano. The creature's hands moved in a strange pattern. The

fingers were not touching, and yet they were moving like they were. It looked as though the creature had its hands in front of it,
but its hands were somehow also in the air, as though the creature were posing, and Charlie knew what he was seeing was

impossible. The creature made a _tsk_ ing sound and Charlie's beer flew from his lips. "All done," it said. The creature stood up
and then sat down on the bar. Charlie was afraid to move. The rest of the bar went completely silent. "I'm here to do a job," the

creature said, its voice low and soft. "And this is a job, not a holiday." "I just want to know more," Charlie said. "Is there
anything you can tell me? Anything I can help you with?" "That's why I'm here," the creature said. "I need you to be my agent.
Do you understand?" "I guess so," Charlie said. "I need someone to do my job. And that someone is you. I need someone who's
willing to do a job. I need you to be a good agent. Can you do that?" Charlie thought of his mother, how she tried to be a good

mother to him, how she tried to do things, to make him happy, 520fdb1ae7
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