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About This Book

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation
(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster
environmental stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer Banks
of North Carolina through outreach, education, and conservation
efforts.

We believe that small stories can spark big change. That is why we have
made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and
community members.

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed
and used for educational or nonprofit purposes.

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.
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Instead of taking everything, Blackbeard ordered his crew to
leave them half their supplies and even shared fresh water from
his own barrels.

“The sea can be cruel,” he said. “Best not to make it crueler.”

Stories like that spread quietly along the Carolina coast. Some
even said Blackbeard would trade instead of steal when locals
were struggling — offering rum or spices for fish, candles, or ship
repairs.
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“hungry families, and helped locals on Ocracoke Island afte'.r'“',:iorms Even
durlng the bIockade of Charleston, he sought medicine rather than gold and

released prisoners unharmed. Remembered by the Outer Banks community

- - gas a gentleman pirate,” Blackbeard’s true treasure was his kindness-and
. rhonor—proofthat compassion can live even in the most unexpected place.
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