When God Seems Far Away
The book of Esther Chapter 1 & 2

Today we are beginning our series on the Old
Testament Book of Esther. Now you may be
wondering, as you heard this being read out: What
does this have to do with us today? What does this
reading have to do with you and me?

But as we look at this book over the next few weeks, |
hope that you will see that it speaks to you and me in
ways that we need to hear in our modern world.

There is and English saying that says: “I wish it were
the good old days” When people refer to the good
old days, they refer to the past.

How things were when we were growing up as
children.

We recall that life seemed a lot simpler then than it is
now.

Maybe it's when people think about life before
children.

The early years of marriage.

When people refer to the “good old days”, they think
about a time that was different. A time when the
world seemed better.

But now our lives now seem harder; our communities
are struggling; the world seems to be changing
around us. We long for a time when things were
simpler and where things are not so stressful.

When it comes to belief in God, well this too can be
difficult in these times. We could perhaps see God in
the past, now in the midst of all we face it can be hard
to see him.

This was how life was for the Jewish people who lived
during the time of Esther.
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Generations of the Jewish people had been living in a
foreign land under a foreign government. They were
living life as a minority group in a culture that had
very different religious beliefs.

They were used to having to fit into the culture that
surrounded them, but they could no longer see or
trust God's presence at work in the world.

God seemed to them to be far away.

The Book of Esther is an interesting book because its
main character is God, but not once is he mentioned.
It is the only book in the Bible where God is not
mentioned. And yet it is a book that shows God
working with his people in the midst of chaos.

King Xerxes, the Persian King, was angry because the
Queen showed him disrespect and dishonoured him
publically. Because of his pride and the arrogance of
his political advisors, it started a series of events that
brought danger to the Jewish people.

There was a faithful man called Mordecai and his
young cousin, who was called Esther, who was under
his care, who found themselves at the centre of all the
chaos that was happening.

But where is God in all of this?

If God is faithful to his people, why has he let this
chaos happen, where his people could be placed in
danger?

And why had he not protected Mortdecai and Esther
When really bad things in the world happen, we do
wonder about this.

If God is real, then why does he let things happen?
Why has God allowed the evil that is happening
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between Russia and the Ukraine right now, despite all
the prayers of those Christians praying for God'’s
mercy?

Why is he not intervening?

Why does God allow something like COVID to spread
throughout the world and cause so much harm and
destruction even when we pray for his protection?
These are just a couple of examples. | am sure you
could think of many more in your life.

Where is God in all this?

When things happen, we can think that God has given
up, that he is distant, that he does not care. That God
IS not going to intervene. This is our natural human
response.

In our reading today, the man named Mortdecai
trusted against all odds and against all he could see
and experience that God was faithful to his promises.
Even in the midst of bad and evil, he conducted
himself in a way that allowed him to be a person of
influence. a person whom the king could eventually
trust.

He held onto his faith and his belief in God, despite
what was going on around him.

His cousin Esther, who is young, vulnerable, and
scared. She found herself taken from the safe life that
she had with Mortdecai and thrown into the heart of
the king'’s palace.

An unknown small Jewish girl who found herself in an
unfamiliar environment. At a time when the pride of
the King and the arrogance and hatefulness of his
advisors towards the Jewish people were about to
cause great suffering,
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Between these two, Mortdecai and Esther, God would
work in a way that would bring peace to his people,
but at the time, these two did not know it.

So in thinking about this there are three things that |
believe we can learn from today’s reading.

Firstly, when we look at what is going on in the world
around us, we can be tempted to think that God is
not there.

We can overestimate the power that the world thinks
it has.

When bad things are happening around us, we tend
to think that the ones doing the bad things are the
ones in control. But the truth is that God is the one
who is at work in us and in the world. He has it all in
his hands. He is silently working in, among, and
sometimes through events that happen, for the sake
of his goals and his people.

We need to remind ourselves to not overestimate the
power of the world but to trust that God is faithful to
his promises to us.

Secondly, we are tempted to underestimate what God
can do.

We think that God is not present and involved in the
world. Mortdecai did not know what was going to
happen, but because he trusted God, he was open to
seeing the possibilities of God at work.

We can easily resign ourselves to thinking that God is
not going to act because we don't see him at work in
these things.

We need to remind ourselves that God’s presence is
always in the world, and that he can and does work in
ways we cannot see or understand.
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Finally, we can underestimate what God is doing in us.
God was working through Mortdecai and Esther, even
when they did not know that he was working through
them.

Even in a lowly, weak, humble person, like Esther, God
can and does work.

God is present and working in the world around us
and in your life, even when God seems far away.

We don't trust what we see, but rather, we trust his
Word to us. So Jesus says in Matthew 28:20,
"And be sure of this: | am with you always, even to the
end of the age. "

God is with you and me at all times, no matter what
the circumstances. This is the hope that we hold on
to.

One of the interesting things about the Bible is that
the books are not in order of time. They are gathered
together into different sections. For example, the
history books are together, the books of the prophets
are together, and so on. It is like a library of books.
Esther is the last written book of the Old Testament.
Why is this so significant?

Because it would be about four hundred years after
the end of this book before we hear God speak again
at the beginning of the New Testament.

God was silent, yet he was at work through his
people, preparing things in advance for what was to
come and we know that what was to come was Christ
Jesus

This is my encouragement for you today: that God is
in fact at work, even when we cannot see or hear him.
So hold on to this and trust his Word of promise to
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you through Christ Jesus, and you might be amazed
at what you see and hear.
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