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The goal of sustainable development is «[to meet] the needs of the present without compro-
mising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs». Being one of the key factors 
in today’s society, authorities and all types of organisations have an important role in achieving 
this goal.

However, in the context of unprecedented economic growth it may seem that achieving 
this goal is more wishful thinking than a real possibility. With the globalization of economies 
through trade, dissemination of knowledge, and access to cutting-edge technologies, new 
opportunities for prosperity and improvement in the quality of life are created. Yet these oppor-
tunities are not always available to the world’s growing population and they are accompanied 
by new risks to environmental stability.

Today we can state that cultural and environmental heritage is under the threat of destruc-
tion caused not only by physical decay, but also as a result of social and economic evolu-
tion that brings even more danger and harm. Indeed, the destruction or disappearance of ob-
jects of cultural value or damage to the environment fatally diminishes the legacy or people 
around the world.

Along with growing opportunities, the scale and revelance of risks and threats against the sta-
bility of our common development make openess in influential spiritual and cultural relation-
ships fundamental to all interested parties. To meet the expectations to sustainably main-
tain the legacy of humankind, there is a demand for a global conceptions system, a system 
of terms and indicators that clearly addresses preserving spiritual heritage. 

SHA-rating forms an authoritative and trustworthy Reporting System for sustainable devel-
opment and cultural heritage preservation projects. It can be used to assess the effectiveness 
of local authorities and specialized organizations regardless of their size and location.

INTRODUCTION
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Rating represents an opportuni-
ty to evaluate the performance 
of the government, regional author-
ities, and specialized organizations 
in their activities:

 →Ensuring the security and integrity 
of unique cultural and natural 
objects,

 →Enhancing the prestige of territo-
ries and managing authorities,

 →Popularizing cultural and spiritual 
heritage sites and extending 
natural spaces for alternative use 
(for example eco-tourism),

 →Ensuring priority and providing 
fundraising for the maintenance 
of cultural and spiritual heritage 
sites,

 →Creating monitoring and control 
activities for maintaining the safe-
ty of cultural and natural sites.

RATINGS
INTERPRETATION
INTERVALS CHARACTERISTICS OF CURRENT LEVELS 

 OF CULTURAL/SPIRITUAL HERITAGE SITES’  

 PROTECTION

 Perfect

 Goodо

 More fair than poor

 More poor than fair

 Poor

SHA-RATING IN BRIEF

SHA-rating compared with 

other standards and ratings

SHA is a non-financial audit form 
for the preservation of spiritual her-
itage sites extending the Reporting 
Standards set in series AA1000. 

In addition, SHA-rating is intend-
ed to complete other existing 
standards. Its purpose is cooper-
ation among interested parties, par-
ticularly Reporting Principles in Sus-
tainable Development included 
in the «Global Reporting Initiative» 
programme and ISO standards, as 
well as SA8000, IAASB and ISEAL 
standards.

The essence 

of the SHA-rating

SHA-rating is a measurement that 
shows a city’s capacity of preserv-
ing, maintaining and promoting 
cultural and spiritual sites on their 
territories for citizens, tourists, in-
vestors and all potentially important 
audiences.

SHA-rating is calculated based 
on the current and retrospective 
communicational, social, eco-
nomical, and financial history 
of the sites, as well as the level 
of the sites’ preservation, main-
tenance, and promotion by local 
authorities and territorial commu-
nities.

The main purpose of the rating 
is to provide international organiza-
tions, national authorities, potential 
investors, tourists, and citizens with 
a qualified assessment of informa-
tion about the local authorities work 
quality in performing their func-
tion of preserving and promoting 
spiritual and cultural values that are 
of international importance. 

Based on complex research 
procedures that are the foun-
dation of SHA-rating, a conclu-
sion is made on the present condi-
tion of the cultural/spiritual heritage 
sites’ maintenance, evaluating 
the level of the cultural heritage 
sites’s protection.
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 →How well-developed the reg-
ulatory and legal framework 
is for the spiritual heritage sites’ 
protection.

 →The extent of development 
of the network of central and 
local authorities responsible 
for the management and promo-
tion of spiritual heritage sites. 

 →The amount of development 
in the means of raising awareness 
(mass-media, websites) about 

spiritual heritage sites. 

 →How much coverage the spiritual 
heritage sites have in the Internet. 

 →The scope of tourists’ flow 
to the country.

 →The number of spiritual heritage 
sites of the country mentioned 
in the UNESCO list.

N Argentina Brasil Egypt I Japan Canada Poland R China USA
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NIGERIA

260
OFFICIALLY

The Federal Republic of Nigeria. The country is located 
in West Africa and its coast in the south lies on the Gulf 
of Guinea in the Atlantic Ocean. 

National Commission for Museums and Monuments 
is in charge of protection of Nigerian cultural monu-
ments. In addition, in accordance with the law, the Cen-
tre for Black and African Arts and Civilization (CBAAC) 
is responsible for promotion of the African cultural 
heritage in general. The Centre’s strategic mandate and 
the key role that it plays advancing Nigeria at the fore-
front of promoting the African cultural heritage resulted 
in that the CBAAC gained the status of the African Her-
itage Center.

AFRICA
NTRI S RATINGS

111–332 555–776333–554 777–998 999
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EGYPT

642
OFFICIALLY

The Arab Republic of Egypt. Transcontinental country 
spanning the northeast corner of Africa and southwest 
corner of Asia. Most of its territory of 1 010 000 square 
kilometers (390 000 square miles) lies within the Nile 
Valley of North Africa and is bordered by the Medi-
terranean Sea to the north, the Gaza Strip and Israel 
to the northeast, the Gulf of Aqaba to the east, the Red 
Sea to the east and south, Sudan to the south and Libya 
to the west.

With over 86 million inhabitants, Egypt is one 
of the most populous countries in Africa and the Middle 
East, and the 15th-most populated in the world. 

The rich cultural heritage of Egypt makes tourism 
a vital part of the economy, creating jobs for about 
12 percent of the workforce.

AFRICA
NTRI S RATINGS

111–332 555–776333–554 777–998 999
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RUSSIA

839
OFFICIALLY

the Russian Federation. The country is situated in eastern 
Europe (23% of the country) and in northern Asia (77%). 
Russia is covering one-eighth of the Earth’s land area and 
is the largest country in the world (17.08 million square 
kilometers). It stretches from north to south (from 
Franz Josef Land in the Arctic Ocean to the border with 
Azerbaijan) for approx. 4 000 kilometers, and from west 
to east (from Baltiysk to Whalen) for more than 9000 
kilometers. 

Russia shares borders with 16 countries: land borders 
with Norway, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, 
Belarus, Ukraine, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Chi-
na, Mongolia, North Korea and maritime borders with 
Japan and the USA. 

The population is 142 million people (as of 2007, 
the world’s eigth most populous nation) with 73% living 
in the european part of Russia. About 80% of the popu-
lation is Russian.

EUROPE
NTRI S RATINGS

111–332 555–776333–554 777–998 999
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POLAND

784
OFFICIALLY

the Republic of Poland. Country situated in Central 
Europe. As of 2011 census, Poland has a total popu-
lation of over 38.5 million people, and its total area 
is 312 679 square kilometres, making it the world’s thirty 
fourth most populous nation and the sixty nineth largest 
country. Poland is a unitary state and a parliamenta-
ry republic divided into 16 administrative subdivisions 
(voivodeship). It is situated in the heart of Europe. Washed 
by the Baltic Sea in the north, Poland shares land borders 
with Russia (Kaliningrad Oblast), Lithuania, Belarus, 
Ikraine, Slovakia, Czech Republic and Germany. 

About 87% of the population belongs to the Catholic 
Church, which makes Poland the most catholic country 
in Central Europe. 

EUROPE
NTRI S RATINGS

111–332 555–776333–554 777–998 999
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CHINA

994
OFFICIALLY

the People’s Republic of China. Socialist (communist) 
state located in East Asia. It is the world’s most populous 
country (with a population of over 1.35 billion; majority 
of the population are ethnic Chinese, self-designa-
tion “Han”) and the world’s third-largest country by total 
area, after Russia and Canada. 

China has risen to a great power and is a potential su-
perpower, as well as a permanent member of the U.N. 
Security Council.

China is considered to be one of the leading space 
powers, the largest standing military force in the world 
and a nuclear weapons state. 

China has the world’s second-largest economy. 
It is the world leader in industrial products manufac-
turing, including automobile manufacturing, and has 
the highest consumers’ demand for them. The world’s 
largest exporter (“factory of the world”).

China is holder of the largest gold and foreign currency 
reserves. Since the People’s Republic was proclaimed 
in 1949, the ruling party is the Communist Party of Chi-
na.

ASIA
NTRI S RATINGS

111–332 555–776333–554 777–998 999
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JAPAN

658
OFFICIALLY

Japan. An island nation in East Asia. Located in the Pacif-
ic Ocean, it lies to the east of the Sea of Japan, China, 
North Korea, South Korea and Russia, stretching from 
the Sea of Okhotsk in the north to the East China Sea 
and Taiwan in the south.

Japan is an archipelago of 6 852 islands [note 2] [6]. 
The four largest islands are Honshu, Hokkaido, Ky-
ushu, and Shikoku which together comprise about 97% 
of the total area of the archipelago. The great major-
ity of the islands are rocky, many of them of volcanic 
origin. Japan’s highest peak is the Mount Fuji, a volcano. 
Japan has the world’s tenth-largest population, with 
over 127 million people. Greater Tokyo Area, which 
includes the capital of Tokyo and several surround-
ing prefectures, is the largest metropolitan area 
in the world, with over 30 million residents. Japan has 
the world’s third-largest economy by nominal GDP and 
the world’s fourth-largest economy by purchasing power 
parity. It is also the world’s fourth-largest exporter and 
sixth-largest importer.

ASIA
NTRI S RATINGS

111–332 555–776333–554 777–998 999
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USA

995
OFFICIALLY

The United States of America. Country in North 
America.Total area of 9.5 million square kilometers 
(the fourth-largest country in the world). With 320 mil-
lion people (estimated as of 2013), the United States 
is the third-largest in the world by population. 

The United States has land borders with Canada 
in the north, with Mexico in the south and a mar-
itime border with Russia. Washed by the Pacific 
Ocean in the west, the Atlantic Ocean in the east, and 
the Arctic Ocean in the north. The country consists 
of 50 states and a federal district of Columbia, and 
includes several insular areas. The demonym for citizens 
of the United States is ”Americans”, and the country’s 
common name is ”America”. The United States exercis-
es most of the cultural, political, economic and military 
influence and thus is the sole superpower in the world. 
The United States doesn’t have an official language. 
The greater part of the population are speakers 
of American version of English.

NORTH AMERICA
NTRI S RATINGS

111–332 555–776333–554 777–998 999
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CANADA

779
OFFICIALLY

Canada. Country in North America, second-largest 
by total area after Russia. Washed by the Pacific, Atlantic 
and Arctic Oceans. Shares land borders the United States 
in the south and in the northwest, maritime borders with 
Denmark (Greenland) in the northeast and France (Saint 
Pierre and Miquelon) in the east. Its common border 
with the United States is the world’s longest land border 
shared by the same two countries. 

Canada is a constitutional monarchy (kingdom) with 
a parliamentary system, officially bilingual (French and 
English) at the federal level. Technologically advanced 
and industrialized country, Canada has a diversified 
economy, based on the rich natural resources and trade 
(in particular with the United States, with which Canada 
has had a complex history of collaboration since the co-
lonial days and the founding of the Confederation). 

Today Canada is a federal state, consisting of 10 prov-
inces and 3 territories. Quebec is a province with a 
predominantly French-speaking population. The rest 
of the country is mostly English-speaking and thus 
is also called “English Canada”, in comparison with 
the French-speaking Quebec.

NORTH AMERICA
NTRI S RATINGS

111–332 555–776333–554 777–998 999
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ARGENTINA

486
OFFICIALLY

the Argentine Republic. The second largest (after Brazil) 
country and the third most populous nation (after Brazil 
and Colombia) in Latin America. The population totals 
37 million people. Argentina occupies the southeastern 
part of South America, the eastern part of Tierra del 
Fuego and nearby Estados islands etc.

It is bordered by Chile to the west, Bolivia and Para-
guay to the north, Brazil and Uruguay to the northeast. 
Washed by the Atlantic ocean in the east. 

Mainland area of 2.8 million square kilometers (without 
the Falkland Islands, or Islas Malvinas, disputed between 
Argentina and the UK).

SOUTH AMERICA
NTRI S RATINGS

111–332 555–776333–554 777–998 999
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BRASIL

560
OFFICIALLY

the Federative Republic of Brazil. It is the largest country 
in South America, both by geographical area and by popu-
lation, and the only Portuguese-speaking in the Americas. 
By area and by population, it is the world’s fifth largest 
country [2][3]. It occupies the eastern and central parts 
of the continent. The population totals 202 657 millions 
(estimate as of July 2014, fifth-largest in the world).

From north to south its extension is of 4320 kilometers, 
from east to west 4328 kilometers. It shares a border 
with every South American country except for Ecuador 
and Chile: Venezuela, Guyana, Suriname and the French 
Guiana to the north, Colombia to the northwest, 
Bolivia and Peru to the west, Argentina and Paraguay 
to the southwest, and Uruguay to the south. Its total 
land border is about 16 thousand kilometers. Bounded 
by the Atlantic Ocean on the east, Brazil has a coastline 
of 7.4 thousand kilometers. Numerous archipelagos 
form part of Brazilian territory, such as Fernando de 
Noronha, Rocas Atoll, Saint Peter and Paul Rocks, and 
Trindade and MartimVaz.

SOUTH AMERICA
NTRI S RATINGS

111–332 555–776333–554 777–998 999



INTERNATIONAL RATING SYSTEM FOR CITIES / REGIONS / COUNTRIES

16

SHA-RATING

ISRAEL

645
OFFICIALLY

the State of Israel. Country in South-
west Asia. Population, according 
to the Central Bureau of Statistics 
of Israel, is 8.08 million people as 
of September 2013, the area is 22 
072 km ². Ranks 97th in the world 
by population and 147th by territory. 
The capital city is Jerusalem. Official 
languages are Hebrew and Arabic.

The country is situated in the Mid-
dle East, on the eastern shore 
of the Mediterranean Sea. It 
shares land borders with Leba-
non to the north, Syria to the north-
east, Jordan and the West Bank 
to the east, Egypt and the Gaza 
Strip to the southwest. 

Industrialized country with a bur-
geoning economy. Its GDP grew 

to 257.621 billion U.S. dollars (about 
33.450 U.S. dollars per capita). Isra-
el has the highest standard of living 
in the Middle East. Israel ranks 
16th among world nations with 
an HDI (UN’s Human Development 
Index) of 0.900. Country’s currency 
is an Israeli new shekel (average 
rate in 2012 was 3.8 NIS per 1 U.S. 
dollar). 

Israel is a multinational and dem-
ocratic state, where, along with 
the Jews, all other ethnic groups 
enjoy the equal rights, regardless 
of their religion. Israel has a vast 
ethnic and cultural diversity. The 
majority of the population is Jewish 
(75.4%) and Arabic (20.6%); the rest 
of 4% is other ethnicities.

SOUTHWEST ASIA
NTRI S RATINGS

111–332 555–776333–554 777–998 999
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New York Shanghai Moscow Warsaw Tokyo Jerusalem Cairo Toronto Krakow Suzdal Vancouver

Rio-de- 
Janeiro

Benos Aires Memphis Netania Himeji Lagos Cuiaba El-Mahalla 
El-Kubra 

Linxia City Ilorin Santa-Fe
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LAGOS
SHA-RATING 545

Lagos a port and the largest city in Nigeria, located 
in the southwest of the country. Lagos was the capital 
of Nigeria until 12 December 1991, when the capital was 
transferred to Abuja. Population is estimated to be over 
7 million people.

 Ilorin
SHA-RATING 381

Ilorin is a city in the west of Nigeria, built on the bank 
of the right tributary of the Niger River. One of the larg-
est cities in Nigeria and the capital of Kwara State. 
Ilorin was founded by the Yoruba (one of the three 
largest ethnic groups in Nigeria) in 1450. It has a popu-
lation of 847 582 people.

AFRICA / NIGERIA
ITI S RATING
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EL-MAHALLA EL-KUBRA 
SHA-RATING 400

El-Mahalla El-Kubra is located in the north of Egypt, 
in the middle of the Nile Delta. It is the largest city 
of the Gharbia Governorate by population and the sec-
ond by importance, with a population of 450 833 inhab-
itants. 

AFRICA / EGYPT
ITI S RATING

CAIRO
SHA-RATING 900

Cairo is the capital of Egypt and the largest city 
in the Arab world and Africa. Built along the two 
banks of the Nile River in the northern part of Egypt. 
It has a population of 8 026 454 people.



INTERNATIONAL RATING SYSTEM FOR CITIES / REGIONS / COUNTRIES

21

SHA-RATING

NETANIA
SHA-RATING 699

Netanya (נְַתנְיָה ) is a city in Israel, located along 
the coast of the Mediterranean Sea in the cen-
tral part of the Sharon plain. The city’s popula-
tion is 189 678 people.

SOUTHWEST ASIA / ISRAEL
ITI S RATING

JERUSALEM
SHA-RATING 920

Jerusalem (ירושלים ) is an ancient city in the Middle East. 
Capital of the State of Israel from 1949; from 1967 Isra-
el holds control over the city’s territory. A large propor-
tion of the international community does not recognize 
Israel’s sovereignty over the eastern part of the city and 
Jerusalem’s status as capital of Israel. The city’s popula-
tion is 828 500 people.
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SUZDAL
SHA-RATING 799

Suzdal is a town and the administrative center of Su-
zdalsky District in Vladimir Oblast. Located on the Ka-
menka River, tributary of the Nerl River, 26 kilometers 
to the north from the city of Vladimir. It forms part 
of the Golden Ring of Russia and is a protected area. 
Was awarded the Badge of Honor Order for the pres-
ervation of cultural heritage and tourism development. 
Population: 10 240 people.

EUROPE / RUSSIA
ITI S RATING

MOSCOW
SHA-RATING 967

Moscow is the capital city of the Russian Federation, 
city of federal importance, administrative center 
of the Central Federal District and capital of the Mos-
cow Oblast, although the city itself is not a part 
of the oblast. It is the largest city and administrative 
subject in Russia, with a population of 12 108 257, 
and the most populous city in Europe. Moscow 
is among the top ten cities in the world by population. 
Center of the Moscow metropolitan area. 
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KRAKOW
SHA-RATING 815

Krakow, officially Royal Capital City of Kraków(polish-
Stołeczne Królewskie Miasto Kraków), is a city in Poland, 
situated on the left bank of the Vistula River, becoming 
navigatory hence, and including its tributary, the Ruda-
wa. Krakow population is 759 131 people. The city 
area is 327 square kilometers. Krakow is the second 
largest city by population in Poland, only slightly ahead 
of the Lodz. The administrative capital of the Lesser 
Poland Voivodeship.

EUROPE / POLAND
ITI S RATING

WARSAW
SHA-RATING 960

Warsaw is the capital city of Poland since 1596. 
The city center was almost completely destroyed 
by the Nazis during the World War II. Thoroughly 
restored, the Warsaw’s Old Town was inscribed 
onto UNESCO’s World Heritage list, as an exem-
plary model of scientific restoration. The popu-
lation of Warsaw in 2012 was 1 810 598 people.
The area of the city covers 516.9 square kilometres. 
Warsaw is the eigth-largest city in Europe. 
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LINXIA CITY 
SHA-RATING 399

Linxia is a city in the Chinese province of Gansu, and the capital of the Linxia Hui Autonomous 
Prefecture. Administratively, Linxia City is an incorporated county-level city, which includes 
the urban area and the adjacent rural areas. The area of the county-level city of Linxia 
is 88.6 square kilometers, the population was estimated at 250 000 in 2007. 

For centuries, Hezhou/Linxia has been one of the main religious, cultural, and commercial 
centers of China’s Muslim community, earning itself the nickname of “the little Mecca of China”. 
In the words of the ethnologist Dru Gladney, “Almost every major Islamic movement in China 
finds its origin among Muslims who came to Linxia disseminating new doctrines after pil-
grimage to Middle Eastern Islamic centers”. Linxia City has over 80 mosques, built in a variety 
of architectural styles.

ASIA / CHINA
ITI S RATING

SHANGHAI
SHA-RATING 990

Shanghai is the largest Chinese city and one 
of the largest cities by population in the world. Located 
in the Yangtze River Delta in East China. The city area 
is 6 340 square kilometers. The city’s population was 
estimated to be 14.35 million people in 2000. 
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HIMEJI
SHA-RATING 556

Himeji is a central city of Japan, located 
in the southwest of the main island Honshu, along 
the shore of the Inland Sea in Hyōgo Prefecture 
in the Kansai region of Japan. The city of Hime-
ji was established on April 1, 1889. The city has 
an estimated population of 536 311, the total area 
is 534.44 square kilometers. 

ASIA / JAPAN
ITI S RATING

TOKYO
SHA-RATING 949

Tokyo is the capital of Japan, its administrative, 
financial, cultural, industrial and political center. 
The world’s largest urban agglomeration economy. 
Tokyo is on the southeastern side of the main island 
Honshu, in the Kantō plain, in the Tokyo Bay of the Pa-
cific Ocean. The prefecture area is 2188.67 square 
kilometers, and the population estimated at 13 051 965. 
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MEMPHIS
SHA-RATING 710

Memphis is a city in the south of the U.S., one 
of the main economies in the south of the coun-
try. It is in the southwestern state of Tennessee, 
in the Shelby County, on the right bank of the Missis-
sippi river. The city area is 763.4 square kilometers, 
and the population is estimated at 677 272 people.

NORTH AMERICA / USA
ITI S RATING

NEW YORK
SHA-RATING 992

New York City is the largest city in the United States, 
located along the shore of the Atlantic Ocean in south-
eastern New York State. The city was founded 
in the early 17th century by Dutch colonists. The city’s 
population is estimated at 8 363 710 people. 
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VANCOUVER
SHA-RATING 743

The City of Vancouver is a coastal city in Western 
Canada, the most populous in British Columbia and 
the third-largest in Canada. The population of Van-
couver was estimated at 603 502 people in 2011, 
but the Greater Vancouver area, with its 20 suburbs, 
has more than 2.3 million inhabitants. The 2010 XXI 
Winter Olympics were held in Vancouver. The Brit-
ish newspaper “The Economist” acknowledged 
it as the world’s most livable city for three consecutive 
years.

NORTH AMERICA / CANADA
ITI S RATING

TORONTO
SHA-RATING 870

Toronto is the largest city in Canada and the provincial 
capital of Ontario. Population estimated at 2 615 060. 
Together with the cities of Mississauga, Brampton, 
Markham and others, it forms an agglomeration called 
Greater Toronto Area with a population of 5715 inhab-
itants. Toronto is known Canada’s “economic engine”, 
and is considered to be one of the leading metropoli-
as in the world, of a great national and international 
importance. 
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SANTA FE
SHA-RATING 357

Santa Fe (spanishSanta Fe de la Vera Cruz) 
is the capital city of the province of Santa Fe, 
Argentina. It is situated in northeastern Argen-
tina, on the Setubal Lake. The city’s popula-
tion is 369 000 people.

SOUTH AMERICA / ARGENTINA
ITI S RATING

BUENOS AIRES
SHA-RATING 712

Buenos Aires is the capital of Argentina and one 
of the largest cities in South America. It is located 
in the country’s central and eastern parts, on the west-
ern shore of the estuary of the Río de la Plata. Founded 
in 1536. The city’s population is 891 082 people.
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CUIABA 
SHA-RATING 412

Cuiaba (portuguese Cuiabá) is the capital city 
of the Brazilian state of Mato Grosso. Located 
in the south central part of the state of Mato Grosso. 
Statistically it is part of economic microregion Cuia-
ba. The population in 2010 was estimated at 542 
861 people. Area of the city of Cuiaba is 3538 square 
kilometers. 

SOUTH AMERICA / BRASIL
ITI S RATING

RIO DE JANEIRO
SHA-RATING 870

Rio de Janeiro is the second-largest city of Bra-
zil, the capital city of the State of Rio de Janeiro. 
From 1764 to 1960 it was the capital of Brazil. 
There are 6.3 million people living within the city 
(2010), making it the second-largest city in the coun-
try, and the fifth-largest in South America. It forms 
an agglomeration of 12 million people (2011). The city 
is located on the coast of Guanabara Bay of the Atlan-
tic Ocean, on a narrow stretch between the mountains 
and the sea. Rio has a tropical climate. The city area 
is 1 260 square kilometers.
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