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AN ODE FOR APO WHANG-OD 
 

by: EKXEL CARLO T. DEGOLLACION 

 

Veins protrude, skin translucent, 

It aged beautiful but ugly too. 

A centennial rogue outlived the war, 

The last mambabatok, Maria Oggay. 

 

Her skin was gnarled and loose, 

A memento I chose to memorize. 

Lines wrinkled that tell stories 

Of the Kalinga men and brides. 

 

Even the Butbut tribe admired 

The victories on their canvass. 

In wedlock too, a bridal veil, 

An inked armor, worn in affairs. 

 

In black and soot, catharsis unveiled 

At the tip of a nettle point thorn 

With each prick, a war conquered, 

Batok, a tradition continued, found. 



INSTABRIGHT e-GAZETTE  

ISSN: 2704-3010 
Volume VI, Issue I  
August 2024 
Available online at https://www.instabrightgazette.com  
********************************************************************************************************* 

********************************************************************************************************* 

Editorial Team 
Editor-in-Chief: Alvin B. Punongbayan  Associate Editor: Andro M. Bautista 
Managing Editor: Raymart O. Basco  Web Editor: Nikko C. Panotes 

Manuscript Editors / Reviewers: 

Chin Wen Cong, Christopher DC. Francisco, Camille P. Alicaway, Pinky Jane A. Perez, 
Mary Jane B. Custodio, Irene H. Andino, Mark-Jhon R. Prestoza, Ma. Rhoda E. Panganiban, Rjay C. Calaguas, 

Mario A. Cudiamat, Jesson L. Hero, Albert Bulawat, Cris T. Zita, Allan M. Manaloto, Jerico N. Mendoza 
 

********************************************************************************************************* 

 

The mark of Buscalan etched on me 

From scorched charcoal of aged wood. 

It burnt my skin as the pigment sank, 

It bleeds my roots, my ancestry sang. 

 

Unbearable yet bearable, 

Like the wars she continued to fight, 

Like the art lost and found again. 

A name like Apo Whang-od. 


