
 

GREETINGS from the Walter Harper Project (WHP) 
Team.  As we approach our fundraising goal, we want 
to thank all who have donated generously to the WHP.  
We hope this update on project developments, to erect 
a statue of Walter Harper the Koyukon Athabascan who 
was the first to stand atop Denali, will inspire those who 
have not yet contributed to join in this worthy effort and 
help us achieve our goal of an unveiling ceremony in 
the Summer of 2022. 

 

PROGRESS:  Doyon, Limited graciously agreed to 
host the statue on its beautiful property near the Chena 
River in downtown Fairbanks.  We are delighted to 
report that Design Alaska’s architectural and 

landscaping team is 
partnering with us 
to design a setting, 
including the base 
of the statue and 
interpretive panels, 
that will integrate 

seamlessly with the natural surroundings.  

 

THE STATUE: The sculptor, Gary Lee Price, visited 
Fairbanks in August to walk the grounds of Doyon, Ltd. 
and consider approaches to and views of the site from 
both sides of the Chena River. He met with members of 
the WHP Team and Doyon’s facility manager, who 
were deeply impressed with 
Price’s enthusiasm and profound 
commitment to portraying Walter 
authentically.  He is now 
finalizing the maquette that will 
serve as the model for the statue.  
See Mr. Price’s work at 
garyleeprice.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

HELPING HAND: The images below show the 
evolution of Harper’s hand as Price has refined his 
model. The extended hand symbolizes Harper’s 
character and expresses a core Athabascan value.  
 

FUNDRAISING: Our target of $175,000 covers the 
cost of the statue, the foundation and landscaping, and 
the interpretive panels.  As of mid-October 2021, we 
have achieved over 85 percent, including pledges, of 
our fundraising goal. We are heartened by the many 
donations that illustrate broad enthusiasm for the 
project.  Our partnership with the nonprofit Fairbanks 
Native Association (FNA) allows donors to deduct 
their gifts from their federal income taxes to the extent 
of the law.  FNA donates its services and the WHP 
Team members are volunteers.  Doyon, Limited has 
contributed consulting, engineering, and landscaping 
expertise, as well as becoming our first Denali Summit 
contributor with its gift of $25,000.   
 

HOW YOU CAN HELP:  Spread the news!  Share our 
webpage with others.  “Like” our Walter Harper 
Facebook page. If you haven’t done so, donate to this 
worthy project.  Learn more about the WHP or how to 
donate online at walterharperproject.org.  Checks made 
payable to “FNA/Walter Harper Project” can be mailed 
to the address in this letterhead.   
 

Enaa baasee’ (thank you), 
 
     — The Walter Harper Project Team 

October 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
Walter Harper Project 
615 Bidwill Ave., Suite 400, Box 13 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
 

UPDATE 
 

WalterHarper.org 
Phone:  (907) 459-2085 

WalterHarperProject@gmail.com 

"	...	I	was	ahead	all	day	and	was	the	first	ever	
to	set	foot	on	Mt.	Denali." 

—	Walter	Harper	climbing	journal,	1913. 
 

WHP Team Members: Mike Harper, Johanna Harper, 
Bill Gordon, Mary Ehrlander, Darlene Bishop, Angie 
Linn, Tanya Kaquatosh & Diana Campbell 

 



 

 

 

▲ ▲▲ DENALI SUMMIT ▲ ▲▲ 

$25,000 
DOYON, LTD.   

RASMUSON FOUNDATION 
STROECKER FOUNDATION 

ALASKA AIRLINES* 
 
 

▲ HARPER GLACIER ▲ 
$10,000 

Kinross Fort Knox 
 

 

▲ KARSTENS RIDGE ▲  
$5000 

Tozitna, Ltd.    •    ConocoPhillips Alaska* 
 

▴ MULDROW GLACIER ▴ 
$2500 

Baan O Yeel Kon Corp. • Mt. McKinley Bank • Mary Harper Denton • Lance & Karen Parrish   
 

▴▴ BASE CAMP/ $1000 ▴▴ TIMBER-LINE CAMP/$500▴ ▴ THE KANTISHNA/$100▴▴ 
Ghemm Company, Lynden Transport, Teamsters Local 959, Great Northwest, Inc.  

IBEW Local 1547 
Rohn	&	Chris	Abbott,	Margaret	Asbury,	Linda	S.	Belarde,	Gary	&	Laura	Bender,	Sherry	Bestard,	John	&	Judy	Binkley,	
Darlene	&	Click	Bishop,	Dan	Bishop,	John	Bitney	 ,	Doug	&	Dianne	Blumer,	Brandon	Boylan,	Julius	Brecht,	John	&	
Peggy	Bryant,			Kate	Bull,	Winston	&	Glenda	Burbank,	Catherine	Call,	Michael	&	Margaret	Carey,	Kathy	Cline,	Tim	
Cline,	Jeff	&	Sue	Cook,	Sue	Harper	Courtillet,	John	Curran,	Diann	Darnell,	Kent	Dawson,	Sam	Demientieff,	Mary	Harper	
Denton	&	Family, Mary	&	Lars	Ehrlander,	Nicole	Eiseman,	Jennifer	Fate,	Randy	&	Georgianne	Frank,	Steve	Frank	&	
Linda	Anderson,	Betty	Ruth	George,	Geraghty	Family,	Bill	Gordon,	Hillary	Gularte,	Steven	Haagenson,	Daryl	&	Karen	
Haggstrom,	Jan	Harper	(Petri)	Haines,	Karl	&	Nancy	Hanneman,	Nancy	Hanson,	Jane	Harper,	Ella	Harper,	Johanna	
Harper,	 Michael	 &	 Jane	 Harper,	 Gail	 &	 Richard	 Hattan,	 Diane	 Holmstrom,	 Garry	 &	 Diane	 Hutchison,	 Annie	
Huntington-Kriska,	 Ronald	 Inouye,	 Amy	 Russell-Jamgochian,	 Diane	 Kaplan,	 Tanya	 Kaquatosh,	 Carol	 Kasza,	 Kris	
Knauss,	Inez	Larsen,	Gen.	Jake	Lestenkof,	Angela	Linn,	Karen	Lopez,	George	Lounsbury,	Antoinette	Mallott,	 Jamie	
Marunde,	Jerry	&	Jenifer	McBeath,	Katie	McCaffrey,	Pat	&	Patty	Miller,	Marie	Nash,	Beth	Denton	Nelson,	Emil	Notti,	
Jeanne	Ostnes	&	Timothy	Benintendi,	Susan	Paskvan,	Jim	Plaquet,	Karen	Perdue,	Doug	Pope,	Cathryn	Rasmuson,	Al	
&	Ann	Renfroe,	Margaret	Rich,	Marilyn	Richards,	Maxine	Harper	Richert,	Stephanie	Rivet,	Thomas	&	Jo	Roberts,	Jim	
&	Beth	 Sampson,	Katie	&	Phil	Sanders,	 Elizabeth	Schaffhauser	&	Gerald	Walker,	Rick	&	Cheryl	 Schikora,	Angela	
Schmidt,	Julie	Fate	Sullivan,	David	Tilman,	Linda	Van	Houten	&	Bill	Joiner,	Natasha	&	Rudi	Von	Imhof,	Jimmy	Vining,	
Tom	Walker,	Andy	&	Judy	Warwick,	Ronald	&	Nancy	Whitten,	Richard	&	Sally	Wien,	Gary	&	Susan	Wilken 

 

▴ IN KIND ▴ 
Fairbank Native Association • Doyon, Ltd. • Design Alaska 

 

*  Pledged 
 

Please review the appearance or spelling of your name/business.  Notify us at 
walterharperproject@gmail.com for corrections or if you want to remain anonymous. 

 


