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Cats mentioned in the bible

Genesis 11:27 Also, no matter what goes on his paws, among all the creatures that go on all fours, the clocks are for you; who touches their bodies become unclean until evening, 1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love throws out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who
fears is not perfected in love. Romans 1:23 and exchanged the glory of incorruptible God for an image in the form of depraved man and birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. Judges 15:4 Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took torches, and turned foxes tail to tail and put a
torch in the middle between two tails. Isaiah 13:21 But desert creatures will lie down there,And their houses will be full of owls,Ostrich also will stay there, and shaggy goats will romp there. 2 Genesis 8:26 But Moses said: It is not right to do so, for we will sacrifice our God before the Lord, what is an
abomination for the Egyptians. If we sacrifice what is an abomination for the Egyptians before their eyes, won't they stone us? Jeremiah 50:39 Therefore, the desert beings will live there with the jackals; The ostriches will also live in it,and it will never again be inhabitedor lived in from generation to
generation. Micah 7:19 He will again have compassion for us; He will tread our sins under foot. Yes, you will cast all their sinsInto the depths of the sea. Deuteronomy 23:13 and you must have a spade among your tools and it should be when you sit down outside, dig with it and must turn to cover up your
droppings. Genesis 3:14 The Lord God said to the serpent, Because you have done this, you are more than all cattle,and more than all animals of the field; On your stomach you will go,And dust you will eatall the days of your life; 2 Corinthians 10:5 We destroy speculation and every exalted thing raised
up against the knowledge of God, and we take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, Isaiah 11:7 Also the cow and bear will graze, their young will lie down together,And the lion will eat straw like the ox. 2 Exodus 32:1 Now that the people saw that Moses was delaying coming down from the
mountain, the people gathered around Aaron and said to him: Come, make us a god who will go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him. Ezekiel 23:40 Moreover, they have even sent to men who come from afar, to whom a
messenger was sent; and laughed, they came—for whom you bathed, painted your eyes, and decorated you with ornaments; John 2:15 And he made a scourge of strings, and drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen; and he poured the coins out of the money changers and knocked over
their tables; Isaiah 34:14 The desert creatures will meet with the wolves,The hairy goat will also cry to his overnight monster will settle thereAnd will find himself a resting place. The revelation 1:15 His feet were like burned bronze when it has been made to glow in an oven, and his voice was like the
sound of many waters. Titus 1:15 For the pure, everything is clean; but for those who are tainted and incredulous, nothing is pure, but both their minds and their consciences are tainted. Luke 22:8 And Jesus sent Peter and John and said: Go out and prepare Easter for us so we can eat it. Preacher 6:2 a



man whom God has given wealth and wealth and honor so that his soul lacks any of all he desires; but God has not authorized him to eat from them, for a foreigner enjoys them. This is vanity and a serious disorder. Isaiah 44:12 The man forms iron into a cutting tool and does his work over coal, fashion it
with hammers and works it with his strong arm. He also gets hungry and his strength fails; He doesn't drink water and gets tired. Surprisingly, while the Bible provides references to dogs, you won't find anything about cats in the Bible. I'm sorry for cat lovers. But God showed me something amazing the
other day. All cats belong to the same cat family. There are 36 or 37 species of cats. Lions and cats are in the same family. We must learn to see the gospel or Jesus throughout life. Compared to dogs we usually think of cats as inferior in terms of strength, intelligence, utility, etc. Unfortunately, there are
some people who do not see the great value in a cat. In a sense, cats may be unwanted and rejected by some in the community. Don't you see Christ? Cats are seen as timid little animals. Who would think these animals would be in the same family as a lion? Lions are called the King of Beasts or the
King of the Jungle. They're at the top of the food chain. They are known for their boldness, majestic appearance, power and strength. Cats are in the same family as the King of Beasts. Rahab is a great-grandmother to Jesus. Before Rahab was rescued, she was a prostitute. On top of being a she was a
canaanit. Canans were enemies of Israel. are rejected by society. They are treated as inferior to others. Don't you see God's loving humility? Only God, in his humility, would present the Savior of the world through a. Who would think that Jesus the king of the world would be in the same family as Rahab?
Who would think that a lion king of beasts would be in the same family as a cat? I think that's incredible. Although there is not much we can say about cats, allow this to inspire you. Look for a picture of Christ anywhere in the world and everywhere in your life. Never trust a man who doesn't like cats. You
have cat to be killing me right meow. As every cat owner knows, no one owns a cat. is like music. It's stupid to try to explain their worth to those who don't appreciate them. Psalm 73 in NLT is the only place where you will find the word cat in the Bible. 1. Psalm 73:6-8 They wear pride like a jeweled
necklace and dress with cruelty. These fat cats have everything their hearts could ever want! They mock and speak only evil; in their pride they seek to crush others. Wildcat 2. Isaiah 34:14 Wild cats shall meet with hyenas, goat demons shall call one another; also there, Lilith must rest and find a place to
rest. Job 4:10 The lion roars and wildcat snarls, but the teeth of strong lions will be broken. Lions in the Bible. 4. Judges 14:18 So the men of the city said to him on the seventh day before the sun went down, What is sweeter than honey? And what's stronger than a lion? And he said to them, if you hadn't
ploughed my heifer, you wouldn't have figured out my riddle. 5. Proverbs 30:29-30 There are three things that go well, yes, four are comely in progress: A lion that is strongest among animals, and turneth not gone for anyone. 6. Zacharias 11:3 Listen to the shepherds' wailing; Their rich pastures are
destroyed! Listen to the roar of the lions; the lush scrub of Jordan is destroyed! 7. Jeremiah 2:15 Lions have roared; They've been creaking at him. They've laid his ground. his cities are burned and deserted. 8. Hebrews 11:33-34 By faith, these people overthrew kingdoms, ruled with righteousness, and
received what God had promised them. They closed the lions' mouth, extinguished the fury of the flames and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and directed foreign armies. Leopards 9. Habakkuk 1:8 Their horses are faster than
leopards, harder than wolves at dusk. Their cavalry gallops headlong; their riders come from afar. They fly like an eagle swooping to devour. 10th Song of Solomon 4:8 Come with me from Lebanon, my bride, came with me from Lebanon. Descent from the top of Amana, from the top of Senir, the top of
Hermon, from the lion's caves and the mountain haunted by leopards. 11. Isaiah 11:6 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, calf and lion and eat together; and a small child will lead them. God cares about all animals. He loves house pets and gives for them often through
us.  12. Psalm 136:25-26 He gives food to all creatures, for his gracious love is eternal. Give thanks to the God of Heaven, for His gracious love is eternal. 13th Psalm 104:20-24 You bring darkness and it becomes night when all forest animals touch. The young lions roar after their prey and seek their food
of God. The sun rises; They go back and lie down in their caves. Man goes out to his work and to his work until evening. How countless is your Lord! In wisdom you have done them all; The earth is full of your creatures. 14th Psalm 145:14-18 The Lord holds up all who fall. He raises up everyone who is
brought down. Everyone's looking at you. And you give them their food at the right time. You open your hand and fill in the desire for all living things. The Lord is right and good in all his ways and kind in all His works. The Lord is close to all who call on Him to all who call on him in truth. 15th Psalm 50:10-
12 In fact, all animals in the forest are mine, even the cattle of a thousand hills. I know all the birds in the mountains; In fact, everything that moves in the field is mine. If I were hungry, I wouldn't tell you; for the world is mine along with everything in it. Help with research. Picture: Isabella Wray Confidently
identify the presence of the domestic cat (Felis Silvestris catus), rather than its 'wild,' untamed cousins in any ancient setting is difficult. The process of domestication, for most animals, creates certain stresses that result in morphological changes; for example, there is often a reduction in size (see Clutton-
Brock, 1981: 21-22; Borowski, 1998: 24-27). Therefore, identifying changes like these may make it possible to distinguish between domestic and wild strains. However, cats tend (at least initially*) to lack such clear markers of domestication. One of the reasons for this may be due to their rather
unbuttoned behavior, which often characterizes their relationship with people. Borowski (1998:144) argues that this meant that humans could not easily control their breeding as they could with other animals. The process of domestication could therefore have arisen as a result of the development of a
negotiated/symbiotic relationship between cats and humans instead of selective breeding (see Driscoll et al., 2009; Russell, 2012: 217). This general lack of evidence of a human-controlled breeding regime creates problems when trying to identify between domestic cats and wild cats. Current thinking
suggests that feline domestication - or shaping a relationship between humans and cats - took place about 5-6,000 years ago. Although a recent study by Andrew Kitchener of an apparent burial of a cat with its owner in Cyprus has pushed that dating back to about 9000 years (see below). Nevertheless,
whether wild or domesticated, zooarchological evidence shows that cats lived in the ancient Levant at the time of biblical Israel; for example, remains of cats were found during excavations of Neolithic Jericho, about 7000 f.Kr. (Borowski, 1998:114). If cats were present in biblical Israel, why is there this
silence about them in biblical scriptures? The cats of Egypt Egyptian mummified cats. Pictured: strangehistory.net The lack of feline representation in Israelite literature is even more striking when looking to Israel's near neighbour, sheer amount of artifacts relating to or featuring cats attests to their social
and religious significance. Cats are featured in statuary, papyri, funnier art and paintings. In fact, so many thousands of cats were mummified that in the late 1800s they were exported to the UK to become agricultural fertiliser. Clutton-Brock (1981:110) notes that a cat skull on display in the British Museum
was the sole survivor of a single shipment of mummified cats that weighed nineteen tons! Mummified cat in specially prepared coffin: Brooklyn Museum. Source: Brooklyn Museum, via Wikimedia Commons A recent article in the Journal of Archaeological Science claims that the cultural control of cats in
Egypt can be dated to 4th Millenium BCE (Naqada IC-IIB period, approximately 3800-3600 f.Kr.). Borowski (1998:114-115) notes that at the time of the new kingdom (1540-1075 f.Kr.), the number of artworks and objects with cats becomes 'overwhelming.' Cats were particularly suited to ecology in Egypt
and were ideally placed to become an invaluable resource for those working in the country. The fertile floodplains next to the Nile produced abundant harvests making Egypt very wealthy (and powerful) as the bread basket of the world. Grain silos attracted rats, mice and snakes that unchecked threatened
local and national economies. Although the first interactions between humans and the ancestors of the domestic cat were likely for the exploitation of their meat and their skins (see Reitz and Wing, 1991: 271; also Russell, 2012:38), the hunting prowess of the cat provided a much needed resource to the
harassed farmers and administrators. Therefore, just as farmers today (including a few of my closest neighbours and their use of feral cats), it would not be at all surprising if they encouraged the semisocialised cats to remain on site as unofficial security guards. It has also been suggested that the cat's
apparent natural hostility to snakes may have been the original cause of its domestication/socialization in Egypt. Certainly this association can be seen to be expressed in some of its religious narratives. It is in the form of the cat (Mau) that the great sun god Ra fights and defeats Apep, the monstrous
snake that is the god of evil and chaos of the seventh chapter of the Egyptian Dead Book (Fig.1). Fig. 1 Detail from Book of the Dead shows Mau defeat of Apep from Papyrus Hunefer (1300 f.Kr.) I am the cat [Mau] who fought hard at the Persea tree in Annu on the night when the enemies of Nebertcher
[a form of Osiris] were destroyed, the male cat is Ra himself, and he is called Mau because of the words of the god Sa, who said of him that is like [mau] to him? and thus his name became Mau [cat]. Cats were also associated with other divine figures, perhaps, the best known which is the goddess Bast
(or Bastet). The use of animals, especially cats, as votive gifts helps explain the number of mummified animals we find, and is also suggesting an emotional attachment that the Egyptians had with this creature. Egyptians' love for their cats was well known to ancient historians - although we have to treat
their accounts with some caution. Herodotus (II: 66-67) describes the weaning processes, including embalming, after the natural death of a cat [dog lovers will be happy to note that canines are also included!]. Moreover, they were legally protected. Diodorus Siculus (1st cent f.Kr.) writes that even the
accidental killing of a cat was a capital offense: Whoever kills a cat in Egypt is sentenced to death, regardless of whether he has committed this crime intentionally or not. The people gather and kill him. An unfortunate Roman who accidentally killed a cat could not be saved, either by King Ptolemy of
Egypt or by the fear that Rome inspired. Such was the Egyptian veneration for the cat they became that Polyaenus (Stratagems VII:9) gives an account of the Battle of Pelusium in 525 f.Kr., between Pharaoh Psametik III and the Persian leader Cambyses II, in which cats played a strategic role. Polyaenus
writes that Cambyses, aware of the reverence with which the Egyptians held the cat, ordered that images of the cat god Bastet be painted on the shields of his soldiers. Moreover, before his front-line he placed all these animals, including cats, that he knew the Egyptians were holding dear. Fearing hurting
the animals, the Egyptian army took flight and was massacred. After the battle, it is reported that the cats were thrown into the faces of the defeated Egyptians by the Cambyses, disgusted that a nation should surrender to ensure the safety of animals. Fig. 2. Detail of the elaborate stone sarcophagus of
Ta-Muit ('the cat'), the cat of Crown Prince Thutmose (son of Amenotep III) It is appreciated that veneration or reverence is not the same as the close relational bond between an owner and their pet. But the stone sarcophagus of Ta-Muit, the cat owned by Crown Prince Thutmose (brother of the famous
'heretical' Pharoah Akhenaten), offers a possible glimpse of this bond that seems to be hinted at in Herodotus' reference to cat burials (fig.2). Numerous depictions of funny art of cats in home settings, often under the owner's chair, also suggest a more than just utilitarian feline-human relationship. Cat... or
dog to the north Cat related artifacts and osteological evidence is very sparse towards the northern part of Israel; although larger cats (like leopard and cheetah) are quite often artistically depicted in Mesopotamian art (Borowski, 1998:145 and 147). However, this should not be interpreted as a sign of their
absence or lack of social significance in this In fact, genetic analysis points to domestic cats all having descended from (at least) five founding cats from the fertile crescent (see Driscoll, et.al, 2007). The pre-Pottery Neolithic B (PPNB) site at Parekklisha-Shillourokambos, just outside Limassol, on the
island of Cyprus, yielded the earliest discovery of a nine-month-old 'domestic' cat buried within its own grave pit facing, presumably, its owner. Interment on Parekklisha with human and cat skeletons (facing each other). Picture: Although there is a lack of evidence of a native population species, the
remains of cats have been found in a number of other burial sites in Cyprus (PPNB and later). This has led to suggestions that domestic (or semi-domestic) cats were brought to the island by boat about 9,500 f.Kr. The discovery of such an early interment of cats is very much evidence of a close bond -
however, a lack of evidence means that for the moment, this practice remains frustratingly shrouded in mystery. One has to be careful about reading too much in parekklisha-Shillourokambos find. Although it indicates a ritual or even relational bond (as with a pet), this practice seems to be a rarity.
Moreover, any attitudes of reverence or sentimentality towards the cat do not seem to be common to its neighbors. Foltz (2010:372) notes that within Zoroastrianism, unlike Islam, where hadiths indicated that the Prophet Muhammad was a 'cat person', cats were generally viewed negatively. Schwartz
(2014) claims they were even considered khrafstra. This was a term for pests and pests that, despite the general reluctance to kill, were legally (and ritually) allowed to be killed (see Foltz, 2010: 371). Fig. 3. This Assyrian bronze figure of a four-legged animal was discovered with five dog figurines down a
well in the Northwest Palace by King Assurnasirpal II PGP in 1952 and is now in Cambridge's Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology. MAA 1956,5 (ND 2183). Photo: BSAI/BISI. For a short while cat lovers could take solace from the discovery of an artifact uncovered at Nimrud (Assyria) in the 1950s
(Fig. 3). The admittedly ambiguous, feline shaped bronze figure (ND 2183) was excavated from a well in the Northwestern Palace by King Assurnasirpal II. Numerous Assyrian dog characters (five of which were discovered along with ND 2183) have been found, and their locations ('findspots') (at
entrances and under doorways) as well as their names ('Catcher of the enemy', 'Bits of the enemy') show that they acted as protective figures. If ND 2183 was a cat, it would suggest that it share a ritual function with the dog. Unfortunately, especially in view of the protection/guarding tasks associated with
these figures, it is as a cat is now seen as being highly unlikely. The cat in Israel The absence of Israelite literary and artifact representations of cats suggests that its attitude towards them more closely reflects that exists in their northeastern neighbors rather than those to the south (Egypt). Evidence of
the presence of cats in this region is certified by zooarcheological data. Clutton-Brock (1981: 111) reports that felid remains, dated to about 7000 f.Kr., have been excavated from Pre-Pottery Neolithic Jericho (as well as at other prehistoric sites) and claims that this would indicate at least some kind of
human-cat interrelationship. Borowski (1998: 145) also notes that the remains of six small cats were found at the Iron Age II site at Ashdod. And yet the biblical texts do not mention them. The closest we can get is a very short reference in satirical, deuterocanonical (apocrycryem) text of letter by Jeremiah
6:22 (also called Baruch 6). It states: Bats, swallows, and birds fire on their bodies and heads; and so do cats. Letter by Jeremiah (Baruch) 6:22 (RSV) The problem that this texts poses is that although most experts believe that it was originally written in Hebrew, we only have the Greek text of it. It
contains a series of apparent mistranslations of Hebrew, which creates its, sometimes rather confusing language.** Added to the uncertainty caused by translation, problems in identifying Hebrew words denoting animals with actual species have plagued the translator and the Bible (Jewish and Christian)
scholar for centuries. This is made even more complicated by the way in which animal taxonomy developed within antiquity, which is often contrary to the Linaean classification used by the modern West (for a very good discussion of ancient Jewish classification of animals and the challenges it poses, see
Slifkin (2015:9-20). This is illustrated by two relatively recent cat related posts on the (always informative) Rest of Giants blog, in which Deane Galbraith wonders about the possible cat nature of the cat- - Are there cats in the Bible? and biblical cats again. Sand cat (Felis margarita) and kitten. A species
once native to Israel. It can still be found in North Africa and Central Asia. Picture: Jerusalem Post. Cats in post-biblical Jewish literature: good or bad? It is only with the advent of Talmudian Judaism that we begin to get references to the cat in Mishnah. But even here, cat lovers don't get much joy. Cats
are attributed to having bad memories (even leading to atheism as in some older traditions that read adonai - 'master' - as 'God') because of their diet. Rabbi Elazar's students asked him: For what reason does a dog recognize his master while a cat does not recognize his master? Rabbi Elazar said to
them: If it is established that in terms of one who eats from it, like a mouse eating this post makes him forget, in terms of the cat that eats the mouse himself, all the more so does eating it make it forget. Babylonian Talmud. Horayoth 13a (Sefaria) Part of the problem seems to have been the arbitrary way
in which cats worked. Not only did they kill pests and pests, they also tended to kill anything else they could find (including chickens); see Chullin 52b. The cat as a predator also makes an appearance in Perek Shirah. In the 19th century, Jewish creation hymn song includes 84 individual 'songs' drawn
from Tanakh, which are attributed to natural elements or creatures. Uniquely, the cat's hymn is actually a duet, done with the mouse. The cat says: If you stand up like a vulture, and place your nest among the stars, from there I will bring you down, says YHVH. [Obadiah 1:4] And the mouse says: I shall
exalt you, YHVH, for you have impoverished me, and you have not let my enemies rejoice in me. [Ps 30:2] And when the cat catches it, the cat says, I have pursued my enemies and overtaken them, and I did not return until they were destroyed. [Ps 18:38] And Mouse admits, you're just for everything that
comes over me, because you've acted truthfully, and I've been evil. [Neh 9:33] Perek Shirah 5 It is perhaps telling to note that Rabbi Natan Slifkin's (2009), normal, knowledgeable and informed comments on this text are rather silent about the cat's place in Jewish tradition, focusing instead on the
experience of the mouse. Magazines from Perek Shirah - British Library MS Or. 54 (Or. 12,983). Photo by Aharon Varady (CC BY-SA). Picture source: opensiddur.org Perek Shirah tries to make no judgment about the morality of the cat's (or for that matter the mouse's) actions; it just detects the natural
behavior. There is, however, a particularly positive reference to cats in Talmudic literature. In Eruvin 100b.28 there is a discussion about what lessons the natural world can teach us. Similarly rabbi yohanan said: Even if the Torah had not been given, we would nevertheless have learned modesty from the
cat, which covers its excrement Eruvin 100b (Sefaria) Etz Hayyim Shul Katze (synagogue cat) at Chania (Greece) guarding the lulav. Picture: David Gordon on Twitter If cats had no place in the culture of ancient Israel, this seems to be far from the case today. Rabbi and cat lover Yonassan Gershom, in
his blog Notes from a Jewish Thoreau, argues that this apparent antipathy between Jews and cats began to spread from the Middle Ages onwards. Gershom argues that the custom of exploiting cats to control rat populations meant that Jewish communities tended to be less devastated by plague than
their Christian counterparts. In addition, Jewish communities often began keeping cats to protect their parchment scripture scrolls from This gave rise to the tradition still maintained in a number of synagogues today by Shul Katze or synagogue cat. Gershom notes that in general, Jewish attitudes toward
cats are more positive than against dogs and points to a few popular children's books featuring cats. Why a cat-less Bible? Picture: Remnant of the Giants So why is there this apparent lack of cats in the writings and culture of ancient Israel (and further north), and why the silence? The most common
explanation for the omission of the cat in Hebrew biblical texts is that it was a reaction of monotheistic Israel against the Egyptian practice of worshiping cats (or gods that were shaped in the form of cats). But it doesn't make much sense. Felidmorphic gods were a relatively small part of Egyptian life and
culture, and the use of the kind of dogs to gods like Anubis (or in fact many other animals) do not prohibit more references to dogs (or other animals) in biblical texts - although it could be argued that LXX translators had certain qualms with references that equated the sun too closely with YHWH (see
previous post: Verse of the month: Psalm 84:11a For the Lord God is a sun and shield). Moreover, if the dangers of cat-worship posed such a threat, it would probably generate more references than less - see, for example, the many warnings against devotion to Asherah. Nor does it explain the similar
lack of zooarkaological data and cat-related artifacts from the Mesopotamian regions to the north, where such strictures on worship were not so prescribed. It is possible that the Hebrew scribe was more informed by Persian attitudes towards cat rather than concerns about how cats were portrayed in
Egypt. Joshua Schwartz plausibly suggests that Persian attitudes, especially those pertaining to the cat as khrafstra informed the way they were seen in Israel. There is a lot of merit in this. Persian-era Judaism, marking the beginning of the Second Temple period, had a fundamental influence on the
religious and cultural expressions that we find in many of Hebrew biblical texts today. But that doesn't quite explain why cats are ignored, while other, supposedly, pariah creatures are named (for example, dog, hyena, vulture/eagle, etc.). Schwartz also notes that attempts to keep cats as predators to
protect grain stores from pests may have been problematic. As later rabbinical tradition records, cats can make rather arbitrary shifts and are prone to culling poultry with as much enthusiasm as they do mice, rats and snakes. The relative difficulty of domesticating/socialising the cat (in relation to the dog),
a species that also posed serious ritual problems in its diet, may have added to a reluctance in the domestic use of cats. If this is the case, one would expect that even if was present in Israel, Israel, figures would not be as high as an area where they were exploited. Additionally, their tendency to live
solitary lives and general preference to avoid human activity, their visibility would be much lower than animals that form packages like dogs - thus posing more immediate concern to the local community. Footnotes * Domestic cats today tend to have a shortened skull compared to their wilder relatives. This
is evident from around the 4th see Donalson, MD (1999) The domestic cat of the Roman civilization. Leiwston: Edwin Mellen Press. ** For a short and clear introduction to this text see page 35-370 in Nickelsburg, G.W.E (2005) Jewish Literature between the Bible and Mishnah: A Historical and Literary
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