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What’s New in Kent for 2017? 
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

350th Anniversary of the Dutch Raid in Medway 
 
 
 
	

 

Spring / Summer 2017 

Medway and its towns of Rochester, Chatham and Gillingham will 
commemorate the 350th anniversary of one of England’s greatest 
naval disasters, which saw the River Medway engulfed in flames, 
with a special event programme. 

 In the Dutch Raid of June 1667, a Dutch fleet sailed up the Medway 
and surprised the English fleet at anchor, burning a number of ships 
before towing away the Royal Charles, England’s flagship. From 8-
17th June, Medway welcomes visitors to commemorate this special 
anniversary with live events, continental markets, activities 
culminating in a spectacular re-enactment and river pageant finale.	



	
	

	

	

400th Anniversary of the death of Pocahontas 
 
 Spring 2017 

 

21 March 2017 will mark 400 years since the burial of Pocahontas, the Native 
American Indian and daughter of Chief Powhatan, at St George’s Church, 
Gravesend, Kent.  Her association with the founding of the first English settlement 
in America, places Pocahontas as one of the most significant women in early 
American history. 

Plans are already in place for the following: 

A programme of talks during Autumn/Winter 2016/17 on  

Gravesend Heritage Riverside tours and visits to St George’s Church, led by local 
historians and guides from Summer 2016 onwards. 

The burial register containing Pocahontas’ burial will return to St George’s Church 
for public display  

A ‘Talking Statue’ project whereby visitors to the Pocahontas statue, Gravesend 
can hear her tell her own story, accessible by Smartphone technology. 

A Pocahontas 400 trail in map and website form to illustrate what is known of 
Pocahontas’ English journey between June 1616 to March 1617. 

 

Find out more at www.visitgravesend.co.uk  



	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

NEW: Betteshanger Visitor Centre and The Kent Mining Museum 

 
 
	

 

Summer 2017 

The 250-acre Betteshanger Park sits on the former spoil heap from 
Betteshanger colliery and the new Visitor Centre, opening in 2017, 
will provide an outstanding welcome to the Park offering a fully 
accessible, state-of-the-art, year-round sustainable venue for group 
visits and leisure activities. The new onsite restaurant will serve 
outstanding local and seasonal food. 

Opening in 2017, Kent Mining Museum will tell the unique and 
largely unknown story of the Kent coalfield.  It will celebrate and 
preserve Kent’s coal mining heritage, telling the stories of the coal 
mining communities and the impact of coal mining and its demise.   

Activities for groups 

• Cycling 
• Archery 
• Orienteering 
• Den building 
• Fossilling 
• Geo-caching 

 
 
 

Find out more at www.betteshanger-park.co.uk  

 

 



	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	 	

	

	

	

NEW: Copper Rivet Distillery 

 
 
The Copper Rivet Distillery is an exciting and dynamic 
new Medway-based craft distillery.  Drawing upon the 
area’s rich tradition of innovation and craft, they will 
produce small batches of exceptional gins, whiskies and 
vodkas from scratch in bespoke stills, with the same 
skill that local craftsmen once fashioned world-class 
ships. 

They are one of the only spirit-maker in the UK that 
undertakes the complete process of brewing and 
distilling from grain to glass.  

Set in the historic and magnificent Victorian Pump 
House No. 5, the distillery is open for tours. Visitors are 
invited explore and see firsthand the distilling process in 
action, play and experiment with flavour profiling in the 
laboratory and sup and savour some of the spirits for 
themselves.  

 

Find out more at www.copperrivetdistillery.com  



	
	

And it doesn’t stop there! Say hello to… 
• Eastgate House, Rochester reopens as new exhibition and community space 

Eastgate House is a Grade I listed building and a treasured landmark in the heart of historic Rochester. This beautiful Elizabethan townhouse 
throughout the centuries has been a girls' boarding school, a restaurant, the city museum and the Dickens Museum as well as a family home. It also 
features as Westgate in Dickens' novel, The Pickwick Papers and as the Nun's House in The Mystery of Edwin Drood. Here you will find the Swiss 
chalet where Dickens worked on some of his most famous novels.  

• 2017 Folkestone Triennial  
Following a hugely successful triennial in 2014, which saw gold buried in the sands of Folkestone beach, and the notorious street artist Banksy 
delivering a brand new artwork for the town, the Folkestone Triennial will once again return to Kent in 2017, with even more exceptional artists, 
performances and eclectic variety of art events around the town.  

• Brand New St Augustine’s Visitor Centre, Ramsgate  
A Pugin and St Augustine Education, Research and Visitor Centre is being developed at St Augustine’s Church in Ramsgate, next to the home 
designed, built and lived in by English architect, Augustus Pugin. Work on the project has already begun, with the launch in early 2017. The centre will 
tell the many fascinating tales associated with this site, with interactive displays, exhibits, and the opportunity to study in the new Research Centre.  

• One Warwick Park Hotel  
Composed of thirty nine rooms and suites and a range of entertainment spaces, One Warwick Park brings a luxury guest experience to the historic spa 
town of Royal Tunbridge Wells. Right next to the famous Pantiles and only a few minutes from the train station, the hotel is perfectly located for enjoying 
all the activities that this beautiful Kentish town and its surrounding countryside has to offer. Guests can expect a personalised welcome, knowledgeable 
and well-presented staff, a range of options for dining and unwinding in our restaurants and bars, multi-purpose event spaces for weddings and 
conferences, a unique underground art gallery and bedrooms where relaxation and style are the priorities 

• Royal St Georges hosts the Amateur Championship 
This wild and windy championship links, founded in 1887, is one of England’s most picturesque, offering stunning views over Pegwell Bay and Kent’s 
white cliffs. It is deceptively challenging thanks to its severely undulating fairways, tricky greens and a splattering of blind tee shots and pot bunkers. 
The club was immortalized forever by one of its most famous members, Ian Fleming, when he used it as the setting for that classic match between 
James Bond and his rival Auric Goldfinger in the novel of the same name. Royal St George’s has a distinguished golfing history and has hosted many 
amateur and professional tournaments since the 1880s, including The Open Championship on 14 occasions, most recently in 2011. 
 



	
	

Itinerary Inspiration 
We’ve created plenty of inspirational themed tours or itinerary ideas to help you discover more of Kent. 

Here’s a 
couple of 

our 

favourites… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GARDEN OF ENGLAND 
Dazzling colours, seductive scents, 
superb seasonal shows – Kent’s 
gardens are rightly world renowned. 

 With 180 -plus to choose from, there’s 
one to match every mood and interest: 
grand and historic, exotic and informal.  

Discover just some of Kent’s many 
gardens and see why the county is 
known as the ‘Garden of England’  

	

FRONTLINE KENT 
Kent invites you to come on a friendly 
WWI and WWII invasion! 
 
Visit the house that hid code breakers, 
the coast where bouncing bombs were 
tested, the secret tunnels from which 
Operation Dynamo was masterminded 
and airfields from which Spitfires and 
Hurricanes flew 

  

GOURMET KENT 
Fabulous locally produced food includes 
just-caught fish; superb oysters; tender 
Romney Marsh lamb; sweet soft fruit; 
tangy apples. Wash it down with locally-
made, world-class wine; a crisp cider or a 
zesty beer.    

Enjoy a gourmet tour of Kent and sample 
all that’s flavoursome and unique in the 
Garden of England   

 KENT’S HIDDEN GEMS 
Kent is rightly famous for its magical 
heritage, countryside and coast, but it’s 
also full of surprises, quirky and unique 
attractions and distinctly different 
experiences.  

Just around the corner from Kent’s 
iconic sights, lesser-known yet world-
class attractions thrive. Break away 
from the well-worn trails and open your 
eyes to a few  
 

MOVIE MAGIC IN KENT 
Castles, cathedrals, historic towns and 
maritime sites provide authentic 
backdrops to period movies and some of 
the best British TV dramas.	

You’ll be surprised just how many box 
office hits have put Kent in a starring role 
– so come location-spotting, it’s a great 
way to discover and explore the county 



	
	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s On in 2017? 
Throughout the year, special events provide countless special reasons to visit Kent. From art to food, sport to history, plays to festivals, there's a 
profusion of diary-linked things to do in Kent 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 

• Folk Week Broadstairs 
• Jousting Tournaments Hever Castle 
• White Cliffs Walking Festival Dover 

SEPTEMBER 

• Hop Festival Faversham 
• Hop and Harvest Festival Kent Life 
• Salute to the ‘40s The Historic Dockyard Chatham 

OCTOBER 

• Food and Drink Festival Canterbury 
• Food Festival Broadstairs 
• Flower Festival Leeds Castle 

MARCH 

• Festival of Steam and Transport The Historic Dockyard 
Chatham 

• Easter Celebrations Various locations 

APRIL 

• Heritage Transport Show Maidstone 
• Hanami Festival Brogdale Collections 
• Bluebell Season Various locations 

MAY 

• Sweeps Festival Rochester 
• Jousting Tournaments Leeds Castle 
• WWII Weekend Dover Castle 

JUNE 



	
	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Need more information? 
The Visit Kent team can provide assistance with:  

• Itinerary planning and sample itineraries   
• Familiarisation visits  
• Introductions to attractions, accommodation and destinations  
• Free Images on our online image library  www.flickr.com/photos/visitkent   
• Regular enewsletter updates  
• Comprehensive online information on accommodation, restaurants, events, special offers and more www.visitkent.co.uk/trade   

 
 

 
Alanna Kite 

Marketing Manager (Travel Trade) 
 

Email:  alanna.kite@visitkent.co.uk 
Telephone: 01227 812910 
www.visitkent.co.uk/trade  

	



	
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


