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Thank you to our Supporters! 

www.nationalgridus.com/huntington.asp 

Where are they now, continued 

Seattle University’s Center for 
Community Engagement.  
 
Caitlin Lee Cohen (2008) told 
me that winning the award 
“was the push I needed to 
continue my work for health 
care delivery and slum/
government relationships in 
Bamako, Mali. That decision 
transformed my life!” Lee has 
now graduated from both 
medical and business school. 
The organization she founded, 
MaliHealth.org, has just cele-
brated its tenth anniversary . 
Directly related to her work in 
Mali, Lee hopes to do re-

search on how to treat bacteri-
al infections cheaply and more 
effectively triage for outbreaks 
like Ebola. 
 
Shadrack Frimpong (2015) 
“The Samuel Huntington 
Award served as a stamp of 
approval on my impact pro-
jects in my rural community in 
Ghana. With the help of that 
award, and others, I have built 
the first tuition-free school for 
girls in Ghana. We also built a 
health care clinic attached to 
the school. My dream is to go 
to medical school in the US 
and return to work in my coun-

try”.   
 
I wish there were space to tell 
you how many more stories 
like these I have heard over 
the years! Our winners are 
shining examples of young 
people who see a problem 
and figure out ways to ad-
dress it by working with local 
communities. It is your sup-
port that makes these oppor-
tunities for positive action in 
our troubled world possible. 
Thank you all!  

The Samuel Huntington Fund 
was established in 1989 and, 
thanks to you, has now granted 
71 Public Service Awards.  
Please keep the Fund in mind as 
you make your year-end charita-

ble donations.  You can make a 
tax deductible contribution at any 
time by visiting our Facebook 
page or sending a check to:  The 
Samuel Huntington Fund, c/o Ms. 
Amy Stacy, National Grid, 40 Syl-

van Road, Waltham, MA  02451.  
For your convenience, a pre-
addressed envelope is enclosed 
with this newsletter.  Thank you 
for your consideration! 

Left to right: Kent Koth; Catlin Lee Co-

hen; and Shadrack Frimpong. 

Here is a sample of 
“Where Are They 
Now?”  
 
Kent Koth (1990) 
writes: “The Hunting-
ton Award gave me 
the gift to start a life-
long exploration that 
continues to fuel my 
passion for justice, ed-
ucation and meaning-
making.” In 1990, Kent 
led groups of students 
to paint affordable 
housing units as an 
alternative to spending 
their spring break on a 
beach! He now lives in 
Seattle, WA and is the 
Executive Director of 

Dear Friends of the 
Sam Huntington 

Award, 

 

This has been quite a 
year!  As you will see, 
the 2017 award was 
given to three re-
markable young 
women, each of 
whom will set off on 
her own journey in 
three different coun-
tries: Senegal, Kenya 
and Ethiopia. They 
will be helping wom-
en and children, 
through education 
and manufacturing, 
achieve a measure of 
independence they 
would not otherwise 
obtain. Each of this 
year’s winners, Antoi-
nette, Gianna, and 
Josephine, was so 
impressive in their 
interviews with our 
team that we believe 
they will accomplish 
their goals – and con-
tinue their public ser-
vice work after their 
year of service. 
Thank you all for 

helping us support 
their dreams and 
hard work. 
 
Among the great joys 
of my life is staying 
connected with as 
many of our prior 
winners as possible.  
I do this through 
email, shared meals,  
reunions, and visits 
to their project sites 
where possible. 
Looking back over 
the 28 years we have 
given this award, I 
sometimes think back 
to the day we inter-
viewed each of them 
as 22 year old about-
to-be college gradu-
ates, and marvel at 
what they have ac-
complished since 
those days. Staying 
in touch with them 
allows us not only to 
share in their suc-
cesses but also to 
hear first hand what 
winning the award 
has meant to their 
careers.  
 

Jennifer Huntington 

Chair 
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provement in community literacy, and improved opportunities for the students over the 
longer term.  

Josephine Gardner has started a skills training program 
and business cooperative in Ethiopia for low-income moth-
ers.  Gianna was born in Ethiopia and placed in an orphan-
age at age six.  From that experience, she went on to grad-
uate from Elon University, but she has not forgotten her 
roots or lost her desire to help people in her country.   
 
She now proposes to train a select group of low income 
mothers in entrepreneurship, leadership, financial literacy, 
and garment making, and to provide a place and equipment 
for them to make and market their wares.  The shared prof-
its from the community venture will provide the funds to sus-
tain and expand the project in the future.  The women lead-
ers will train the next class of students, and Josephine’s 
plan is to expand the program exponentially.  She has al-
ready begun to select the first candidates by going to the 
town squares where the young women meet and watching 

for those who naturally lead the group.  She is providing a practical and self-sustaining 
means of support for this very important population. 

Improving Literacy in Kenya, continued 

Skill Training for Low-Income Mothers 

Last year the Samuel Huntington 
Fund took its first step into the 
social media world with the es-
tablishment of a Facebook page.  
Please visit it often at 
www.Facebook.com/Samuel 
HuntingtonFund/.  Over time we 

hope this page will grow to become a valuable forum for the Samuel Huntington Fund 
community to share information, ideas, and successes.  The page includes a “Donate 
Button” as a convenient way for supporters to contribute to the Fund through PayPal or 
with a credit card. 

Visit us on Facebook 

P A G E  2  

School for  Boys from Rural Senegal 

2017 Award Winners 

Antoinette Kona Zoumanigui first heard about the Samu-
el Huntington Public Service Award from Shadrack 
Frimpong, her fellow student at the University of Pennsylva-
nia.  Similar to Shadrack’s project, her proposal is bold, im-
portant, and much needed.  Shadrack helped the girls who 
were left behind in Ghana; Antoinette is going to help the 
boys left behind in Senegal.   
 
These young boys, called Talibe, move from rural Senegal 
to the cities to attend Qur’anic schools, and then become 
street children with no practical skills or ability to integrate 
into urban life.  Antoinette addresses this need by starting a 

model school with a first class of 100 boys, aged 15 to 18.  The school will return the 
boys to their rural roots and teach them farming and business skills to create a new gen-
eration of entrepreneurs in agriculture.  She has already arranged with a partner associa-
tion for 20 acres of farmland, 8 classrooms, a computer lab, and office.  Following a peri-
od of formal education, the students will be mentored by 15 local farmers.  Antoinette has 
proposed a major project; during our interview she demonstrated the organization, ability, 

and drive to make it a success.   

Gianna Biaggi spent her term away from Kenyon College in 
the Kibera slum outside of Nairobi, Kenya.  While there, she 
volunteered with Wale Wale, a non-profit youth development 
group, and worked helping the children.  She was so taken 
with the organization that, when she returned to the United 
States, she started Wale Wale USA to provide funding and 
technical support to Wale Wale in Kenya.   
 
With her Award, Gianna has returned to Kenya to start a li-
brary and literacy program for Wale Wale, create a sustainable 
Swahili-English literacy curriculum for children from kindergar-
ten through high school, and sponsor a mentoring program 
with the local community.  The goals of the program are im-

The  Samuel Huntington Public Service Award        www.nationalgridus.com/huntington.asp 

Improving Literacy in Kenya 

This year, we selected three more outstanding graduates to add to our distinguished list 
of Award Winners.  The winners are from Penn, Kenyon, and Elon; the projects are in 
Senegal, Kenya, and Ethiopia. 



P A G E  3  V O L U M E  8 ,  I S S U E  2  

provement in community literacy, and improved opportunities for the students over the 
longer term.  

Josephine Gardner has started a skills training program 
and business cooperative in Ethiopia for low-income moth-
ers.  Gianna was born in Ethiopia and placed in an orphan-
age at age six.  From that experience, she went on to grad-
uate from Elon University, but she has not forgotten her 
roots or lost her desire to help people in her country.   
 
She now proposes to train a select group of low income 
mothers in entrepreneurship, leadership, financial literacy, 
and garment making, and to provide a place and equipment 
for them to make and market their wares.  The shared prof-
its from the community venture will provide the funds to sus-
tain and expand the project in the future.  The women lead-
ers will train the next class of students, and Josephine’s 
plan is to expand the program exponentially.  She has al-
ready begun to select the first candidates by going to the 
town squares where the young women meet and watching 

for those who naturally lead the group.  She is providing a practical and self-sustaining 
means of support for this very important population. 

Improving Literacy in Kenya, continued 

Skill Training for Low-Income Mothers 

Last year the Samuel Huntington 
Fund took its first step into the 
social media world with the es-
tablishment of a Facebook page.  
Please visit it often at 
www.Facebook.com/Samuel 
HuntingtonFund/.  Over time we 

hope this page will grow to become a valuable forum for the Samuel Huntington Fund 
community to share information, ideas, and successes.  The page includes a “Donate 
Button” as a convenient way for supporters to contribute to the Fund through PayPal or 
with a credit card. 

Visit us on Facebook 

P A G E  2  

School for  Boys from Rural Senegal 

2017 Award Winners 

Antoinette Kona Zoumanigui first heard about the Samu-
el Huntington Public Service Award from Shadrack 
Frimpong, her fellow student at the University of Pennsylva-
nia.  Similar to Shadrack’s project, her proposal is bold, im-
portant, and much needed.  Shadrack helped the girls who 
were left behind in Ghana; Antoinette is going to help the 
boys left behind in Senegal.   
 
These young boys, called Talibe, move from rural Senegal 
to the cities to attend Qur’anic schools, and then become 
street children with no practical skills or ability to integrate 
into urban life.  Antoinette addresses this need by starting a 

model school with a first class of 100 boys, aged 15 to 18.  The school will return the 
boys to their rural roots and teach them farming and business skills to create a new gen-
eration of entrepreneurs in agriculture.  She has already arranged with a partner associa-
tion for 20 acres of farmland, 8 classrooms, a computer lab, and office.  Following a peri-
od of formal education, the students will be mentored by 15 local farmers.  Antoinette has 
proposed a major project; during our interview she demonstrated the organization, ability, 

and drive to make it a success.   

Gianna Biaggi spent her term away from Kenyon College in 
the Kibera slum outside of Nairobi, Kenya.  While there, she 
volunteered with Wale Wale, a non-profit youth development 
group, and worked helping the children.  She was so taken 
with the organization that, when she returned to the United 
States, she started Wale Wale USA to provide funding and 
technical support to Wale Wale in Kenya.   
 
With her Award, Gianna has returned to Kenya to start a li-
brary and literacy program for Wale Wale, create a sustainable 
Swahili-English literacy curriculum for children from kindergar-
ten through high school, and sponsor a mentoring program 
with the local community.  The goals of the program are im-

The  Samuel Huntington Public Service Award        www.nationalgridus.com/huntington.asp 

Improving Literacy in Kenya 

This year, we selected three more outstanding graduates to add to our distinguished list 
of Award Winners.  The winners are from Penn, Kenyon, and Elon; the projects are in 
Senegal, Kenya, and Ethiopia. 



THE  SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON  PUBLIC  SERVICE  AWARD  

P A G E   4  

Thank you to our Supporters! 

www.nationalgridus.com/huntington.asp 

Where are they now, continued 

Seattle University’s Center for 
Community Engagement.  
 
Caitlin Lee Cohen (2008) told 
me that winning the award 
“was the push I needed to 
continue my work for health 
care delivery and slum/
government relationships in 
Bamako, Mali. That decision 
transformed my life!” Lee has 
now graduated from both 
medical and business school. 
The organization she founded, 
MaliHealth.org, has just cele-
brated its tenth anniversary . 
Directly related to her work in 
Mali, Lee hopes to do re-

search on how to treat bacteri-
al infections cheaply and more 
effectively triage for outbreaks 
like Ebola. 
 
Shadrack Frimpong (2015) 
“The Samuel Huntington 
Award served as a stamp of 
approval on my impact pro-
jects in my rural community in 
Ghana. With the help of that 
award, and others, I have built 
the first tuition-free school for 
girls in Ghana. We also built a 
health care clinic attached to 
the school. My dream is to go 
to medical school in the US 
and return to work in my coun-

try”.   
 
I wish there were space to tell 
you how many more stories 
like these I have heard over 
the years! Our winners are 
shining examples of young 
people who see a problem 
and figure out ways to ad-
dress it by working with local 
communities. It is your sup-
port that makes these oppor-
tunities for positive action in 
our troubled world possible. 
Thank you all!  

The Samuel Huntington Fund 
was established in 1989 and, 
thanks to you, has now granted 
71 Public Service Awards.  
Please keep the Fund in mind as 
you make your year-end charita-

ble donations.  You can make a 
tax deductible contribution at any 
time by visiting our Facebook 
page or sending a check to:  The 
Samuel Huntington Fund, c/o Ms. 
Amy Stacy, National Grid, 40 Syl-

van Road, Waltham, MA  02451.  
For your convenience, a pre-
addressed envelope is enclosed 
with this newsletter.  Thank you 
for your consideration! 

Left to right: Kent Koth; Catlin Lee Co-

hen; and Shadrack Frimpong. 

Here is a sample of 
“Where Are They 
Now?”  
 
Kent Koth (1990) 
writes: “The Hunting-
ton Award gave me 
the gift to start a life-
long exploration that 
continues to fuel my 
passion for justice, ed-
ucation and meaning-
making.” In 1990, Kent 
led groups of students 
to paint affordable 
housing units as an 
alternative to spending 
their spring break on a 
beach! He now lives in 
Seattle, WA and is the 
Executive Director of 

Dear Friends of the 
Sam Huntington 

Award, 

 

This has been quite a 
year!  As you will see, 
the 2017 award was 
given to three re-
markable young 
women, each of 
whom will set off on 
her own journey in 
three different coun-
tries: Senegal, Kenya 
and Ethiopia. They 
will be helping wom-
en and children, 
through education 
and manufacturing, 
achieve a measure of 
independence they 
would not otherwise 
obtain. Each of this 
year’s winners, Antoi-
nette, Gianna, and 
Josephine, was so 
impressive in their 
interviews with our 
team that we believe 
they will accomplish 
their goals – and con-
tinue their public ser-
vice work after their 
year of service. 
Thank you all for 

helping us support 
their dreams and 
hard work. 
 
Among the great joys 
of my life is staying 
connected with as 
many of our prior 
winners as possible.  
I do this through 
email, shared meals,  
reunions, and visits 
to their project sites 
where possible. 
Looking back over 
the 28 years we have 
given this award, I 
sometimes think back 
to the day we inter-
viewed each of them 
as 22 year old about-
to-be college gradu-
ates, and marvel at 
what they have ac-
complished since 
those days. Staying 
in touch with them 
allows us not only to 
share in their suc-
cesses but also to 
hear first hand what 
winning the award 
has meant to their 
careers.  
 

Jennifer Huntington 

Chair 

     THE  SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON   
         PUBLIC  SERVICE  AWARD  

A U T U M N / W I N T E R  2 0 1 8  V O L U M E  8 ,  I S S U E  2  

                    www.nationalgridus.com/huntington.asp 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

2017 Winners 2 –

3 

Visit us on  

Facebook 

 

3 

Thank You to 

Our Support-

ers 

 

4 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

Where Are They Now? 

Continued on page 4 


