
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.    1 Cor 13:13                    

The Most 
Excellent Way



Welcome to Trinity Presbyterian Church
September 16, 2018 - Sevententh Week of Pentecost

To Our Guests:
Visiting a church can be an intimidating experience. We are glad that you are here, and we hope to remove as 
much of that awkwardness as we can from your visit to Trinity.

Our Sunday service usually lasts about 75 minutes, and the following is designed to help you navigate it. There 
are short paragraphs on the next page to explain each part.

The goal of the service is to help each of us to see Jesus more clearly and understand more fully how he makes 
a difference in our lives. Our hope is that every part of the service is accessible to you, whether you’ve spent 
years in the church or you’ve never been to a church service in your life.  

If you are new to Trinity or just visiting, we would love to know that you were here.  We have folders at the end 
of each row on the center aisle: we call these “friendship folders”. The sheets inside are a way for you to let 
us know whatever information you feel comfortable sharing and to request any information from us that you 
might need. If you have any other questions, Pastors Geoff Ziegler and Brent Stutzman are both available and 
would enjoy hearing from you.

Our weekly newsletter is full of information about Trinity events and ways to get involved in our church life. 
To find out more information about our church or sign up for our  e-newsletter, visit our website, 
www.trinitypreschurch.com. 

Childcare:
Children of all ages are welcome in the service. Nursery is also provided for children under age three. At our 
Hinsdale site, midway through the service, children 3 years old through 1st grade are invited to attend 
“Children’s Church,” a time where children explore the gospel in a way specially designed for their age.   

Community Life:
After the Service
Each week, we linger to get to know each other better.  Please join us for refreshments after the service.  

During the Week
In addition to weekly worship, we gather together in smaller groups (community groups, men’s and women’s 
discipleship groups) that meet throughout the week. We want all of our members and regular 
attenders to be intentional about building trusting and meaningful spiritual relationships.

2



3

Welcome
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Call to Worship:
God himself gathers and calls 
worshipers worldwide to not 
go to church, but to be the 
Church. The Call to Worship 
protests the dividing lines of 
social or economic status, 
success, power, piety, or lack 
thereof and proclaims to the 
world the call to worship the 
one true God: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

Call to Worship - Psalm 105:1-3
Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name;
    make known his deeds among the peoples!
Sing to him, sing praises to him;
    tell of all his wondrous works!
Glory in his holy name;
    let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!

(silent reflection & prayer)

The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you!

Come, let us worship our God!
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Statement of Faith - Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 1
Christian, what is your only comfort in life and in death?

That I am not my own, but belong— body and soul,
in life and in death— to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.

He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood,
and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil.

He also watches over me in such a way
that not a hair can fall from my head
without the will of my Father in heaven;
in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.

Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit,
assures me of eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing
and ready from now on to live for him. Amen.
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Worship Through Giving
Please take a moment to sign our “Friendship Folder” 
and pass it to those worshiping near you. Thank you.

Offering:
The offering proclaims the 
economics of the Kingdom of 
God characterized by grace 
and mercy. It suggests that we 
ought to give away our money 
freely and openhandedly. It is 
not a transaction to purchase or 
consume anything- especially not 
favor with God.

More information can be found in 
our Life at Trinity e-newsletter.

Community Life and Prayer

We pray as our Lord has taught us to pray

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. 
Amen. 

Children 3 yrs. old - 1st grade will be dismissed for our Children’s Church program before the 
Scripture Reading. If this will be your child’s first week in Children’s Church, please accompany your 
child to the room so you can see where we have Children’s Church and meet this week’s teachers.
All parents please pick up your children after the service. Thank you.
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Pastor Geoff Ziegler Sermon -  “Love and Fear”

Scripture Reading – Luke 15:11-32 
And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them 
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And 
he divided his property between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son 
gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered 
his property in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine 
arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself 
out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 
And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him 
anything.

17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go 
to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired 
servants.”’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long 
way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and 
kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his 
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ 
And they began to celebrate.

25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, 
he heard music and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what 
these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father 
has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But 
he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he 
answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never dis-
obeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate 
with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your proper-
ty with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, 
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and 
be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Good News of the Gospel - Colossians 1:19-20
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 2and through 
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross. 

In Christ, your sins are forgiven!

Thanks be to God!

Confession of Sin:
Our loving Father welcomes us 
into his presence to confess how 
we have sinned against him and 
our neighbors. It allows us to 
speak about our sin truthfully, 
both publicly and privately. 

Community Confession of Sin

Lord’s Supper 
Receiving Communion – Communion (also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) 
is the family meal of baptized Christians.  We invite all to partake of this sacrament who 
trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation, and seek strength to live more faithfully for him.
Following the invitation
Come forward to receive the elements (bread, then juice or wine) along the center aisle.
When you receive the elements, do not partake of them at that time, rather, return with 
the bread and cup to your seats – by way of the side aisles.  Feel free to sing or pray during 
this time while you wait for instruction for us to partake of the elements together.
 *Note: The juice is white grape and the wine is red.
 Gluten-free wafers are  available at the table. 
 Please let your request be known to the communion server.
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Gloria Patri
Text: 2nd Century
Music: Henry Greatorex, 1851

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.



11

Benediction
Musicians: 
Timothy Ziegler – acoustic guitar
Brent Stutzman – piano
Erik Swanson – electric bass

Liturgist – Matt Potoshnick
Scripture Reader – Gretchen Snape

Genevieve O’Bryon – flute
Sara Henreckson – vocal
Al Wooldridge – percussion
Jared Smith – sound



To experience & extend the life-changing love of Jesus Christ 
in our homes, workplaces, and communities. 

Pastors Staff
Geoff Ziegler, Lead Pastor, Hinsdale Shelley Baldridge, Church Administrator
gziegler@trinityhinsdale.com  
 Susan Dudek, Director of Children’s Sunday School
Brent Stutzman, Associate Pastor 
brent@trinityhinsdale.com Nicole Potoshnick, Director of Early Childhood
  
Nick Policow, Associate Pastor, Palos Jim Retzer, Graphic Design Artist 
nick.policow@redemptionpres.com 
 Becky Vander Veen, Treasurer 
 treasurer@trinityhinsdale.com
   

Elders (The Session)
Scott Baartman, John Bone, Wayne Dingler, Skip Heidler (sabbatical), Craig Mattson, Nathan O’Bryon, 
Bob Payne, Matt Potoshnick, Steve Tijerina, Tom Vander Veen

Diaconal Team
Eric Anderson, Benjie Biscoglia, Colleen DeKraker, Sue DiSanto, LaVon Engbers, Tim Hoving, Stu Mills,
Dave Luce (sabbatical), Rich Tameling, Jeff Snape, Jacqui Wooldridge
You can contact the diaconal team directly at deacons@trinityhinsdale.com. 

Women’s Shepherding Team
Barb Mills (chair), Karen Dingler, Rebecca O’Bryon, Nicole Potoshnick

Community Groups 
Community groups are one of the chief ways we team up to care for each other and seek the good 
of our neighborhoods.  We currently meet in the following locations:

Clarendon Hills • Elmhurst • Hinsdale East • Hinsdale West
Western Springs North • Western Springs South • Wheaton/Glen Ellyn

For more information about our ongoing ministries and community life, subscribe to our e-newsletter 
at www.TrinityHinsdale.com, or you can email us with any questions at office@trinityhinsdale.com.

Prayer requests can be e-mailed to prayer@trinityhinsdale.com.

Church Office  •  427 E. Walnut Street  •  Hinsdale, IL 60521  •  (630) 286 9303
T r i n i t y H i n s d a l e . c o m


