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Hong Kong Legislative Council 
 In 1997, the British Crown and the People’s Republic of China agreed 

to establish the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. The mechanism 

for the city’s gradual handover to China called for limited autonomy, a 

transition to democracy, and a continuation of capitalism. The Legislative 

Council was created as Hong Kong’s governing body. 

Welcome to HKMUN! With Hong Kong in a state of a political, social, 

and economic identity crisis, the need for students to understand and debate 

local issues has never been more pertinent. By being engaged and thoughtful 

members of this committee, we hope we can all gain a deeper familiarity with 

the issues facing our city today.  

This chair report should be your starting point for research on your 

topic. As you look further into these topics and your legislators’ stances on 

them, try to think about what solutions your councilors would support. These 

reports are hardly comprehensive, so be sure to do deeper research and keep 

up with new developments in the local news.  

Good luck! 

Maxwell Sheremeta and Naomi Tang 

hongkongmun@gmail.com  
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Committee: Legislative Council 

Issue: Status and Treatment of Refugee Workers 

Name: Maxwell Sheremeta 

 
 
Introduction 
 Hong Kong has had a long history with refugees and migrant workers. 

The Communist Revolution in mainland China saw the influx of as many as 1 

million refugees into the city during its colonial history. Today, Hong Kong 

houses around 10,000 refugees, mostly hailing from war-torn African nations. 

 The government’s treatment of refugees has generated widespread 

controversy in the city and around the world. In the interest of protecting local 

jobs, refugees are not permitted to work in the SAR. Proponents of the current 

policy hold that this is a necessity to preserving the well-being of native born 

Hong Kongers, and specify government stipends as a reason why refugees 

don’t need to work. Critics contend that not working diminishes the livelihood 

and morale of these refugees, and point out that government stipends are 

severely inadequate to cover refugees’ medical, housing, and food costs. 

 The refugee issue is one that pits Hong Kong’s local needs against the 

international image it wishes to maintain. The debate now centers around how 

refugees should be screened, whether they should be allowed to work, and 

how the government should assist them as they take up abode in Hong Kong. 

 
Key Terms 
Refugee A person fleeing their home country due to fear of 

persecution or hardship 

Asylum seeker A person (potentially a refugee) seeking legal asylum 
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from a government to avoid returning to their home 

country, where they may face danger  

Migrant worker A person originally from another country that comes to 

a host country for work 

 
Background Information 
 Against the backdrop of a rising number of asylum seekers, the Hong 

Kong government has taken steps to update its screening process and 

refugee resettlement program. The SAR adopted the Unified Screening 

Mechanism, which grants asylum to refugees based on whether are likely to 

face torture or persecution upon returning to their home country. 

 The government currently does not allow most refugees to work in the 

interest of preserving jobs for locals. To compensate for the lack of income, 

the government assists refugees with monthly $1500 HKD stipends for 

housing, $1200 HKD supermarket food coupons, $200 HKD transport 

expenses, and $300 HKD utility coverage. Many NGOs and activists call for 

more assistance to refugees, and potentially a lift on the working ban. This is 

unlikely to happen without government action, as courts have repeatedly 

denied refugees’ appeals to work. 

  

   

Key Parties Involved 
United Nations High 

Commission on 

Refugees 

UN agency that seeks to facilitate the movement and 

settlement of refugees internationally 

NGOs Non-profit organizations, many of which advocate for 

refugee rights. Examples include Amnesty 

International and the Justice Center HK 

Refugees People fleeing their home country due to fear of 

persecution or hardship 

Hong Kong workers Many local Hong Kong workers worry about the effect 

refugees could have on the local economy 
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Artists/inventors 

Independent 

watchdogs 
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