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HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

The Human Rights Committee {....} 

We, your chairs, are incredibly excited to be working with you this year             

at HKMUN 2017, and we endeavor to assist you as you engage in productive              

and insightful debate.  

We wish you the best of luck in your research and preparation for this              

conference, and are looking forward meeting all of you! 

 

Best Wishes, 

Yashvardhan Bardoloi and Lincoln Cheng, WHO Chairs 

hongkongmun@gmail.com  
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Committee: Human Rights Council 

Issue: Measures to address the Syrian refugee crisis 

Name: Yashvardhan Bardoloi 

  

Introduction 

The Syrian Civil War grew out of the Arab Spring protests in 2011.             

President Bashar al-Assad’s violent repression of protests against his         

government led to the outbreak of fighting between the army and           

anti-government forces. The war has raged relentlessly for close to six years,            

killing hundreds of thousands and creating millions of refugees and internally           

displaced people. President Assad has received backing primarily from Iran          

and Russia, while the opposition Free Syrian Army is supported by a coalition             

of Western countries. Within this mix is the terroristic Islamic State, which has             

been able to carve out territory for itself amid a power vacuum. 

Airstrikes and ground operations from both sides have shown frequent          

disdain for civilian life, and the humanitarian situation is dire. Little aid has             

made it through, hospitals are under-equipped, there is an endemic shortage           

of basic necessities, and ceasefires have proven to be short-lived. Lasting           

peace seems still to be a distant dream for the Syrian people.  

The humanitarian disaster does not cease once Syrian refugees have          

exited the borders of their countries. These vulnerable people are prone to            

exploitation by human smugglers, and thousands of refugees have perished          

at sea making the journey across the Mediterranean to European countries.           

And as millions of Syrians flee their homeland and become refugees,           

Middle-Eastern and European countries have struggled to cope with the most           

severe migrant crisis since World War II.  

It is against this grave backdrop that the Human Rights Council must            

discuss measures to address the Syrian refugee crisis. Action must be taken.  
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Figure 1. Comparison of Syrian refugee crisis to other modern refugee crises. 

 

Key Terms 

Refugee A refugee is someone who has been forced to flee his           

or her country because of persecution, war, or        

violence. 

Human right Rights inherent to all human beings, whatever our        

nationality, place of residence, sex, national or ethnic        

origin, colour, religion, language, or any other status. 

UN Declaration of 

Human Rights 

A document written by the United Nations in 1948 that          

sets out, fundamental human rights that are to be         

universally protected. 

Human trafficking The action or practice of illegally transporting people        

from one country or area to another 

Internally Displaced 

Person 

Someone who is forced to flee his or her home but           

who remains within his or her country's borders.  
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Background Information 

This section will cover some of the key aspects of the Syrian refugee             

crisis, insofar as may be conducive to productive and fruitful debate on the             

issue. These headers are by no means an exhaustive account of the issues;             

rather, they should serve simply to guide you in your research.  

The rights of refugees 

Guaranteeing the rights of refugees must be an imperative in the Human            

Rights Council, and is to be the top priority of any resolution that is passed by                

this council. The 1951 Refugee Convention by the United Nations remains           

among the most comprehensive declarations of the rights to be accorded to            

refugees and adherence to it is critical. As resolutions are drafted, reference            

to this document will be of great importance. Refugees fleeing persecution           

and potential death in one country must be assured of their rights in the next.  

Improving the humanitarian situation in Syria  

The surest way to address the Syrian refugee crisis is to see a lasting 

cessation of hostilities within Syria. The situation on the ground in Syria is 

complex, and it is unlikely that any peace deal will be reached soon. Although 

there are two primary belligerents, there are a web of alliances and 

international backers in the fray, as well as the menace of the Islamic State, 

which is terrorizing swathes of Syria. One of the most ambitious yet necessary 

goals of the United Nations must be to broker sustainable peace in Syria such 

that further suffering will not be created and the difficult process of 

reconciliation and rebuilding can begin.  

Issues related to the resettlement of refugees in Europe 

A large number of Syrian refugees have left their country for continental 

Europe, in the hope of finding lasting security. Many European countries, 

most notably Germany, initially adopted open door policies toward refugees. 

However, a massive influx of culturally distinct people, as well as a series of 

terror attacks in Europe, led to the fomentation of potent anti-refugee 

sentiment. The rise of the far right in Europe was both a cause and 

consequence of this, and has further exacerbated the animosity felt by many 
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toward refugees. Although most refugees wish to settle in countries like 

Germany or Sweden, these countries are increasingly becoming difficult to 

access. Security continues to be the main concern of European countries as 

they consider whether to admit refugees, followed closely by questions of 

assimilation. Many on the continent fear the “Islamisation” of parts of their 

countries. Meanwhile, as countries in Western Europe and Scandinavia close 

their borders to refugees, countries on the Mediterranean, particularly Greece, 

are bearing the brunt of the inflow. Resources are strained and many 

refugees are left to languish without vital support. European countries are in 

serious need to adopt a unified refugee policy that will ensure equitable 

distribution, sensible assimilation policies, and a guarantee of refugee rights. 

Preventing human traffiking 

 

Refugee resettlement in Middle-Eastern countries 

Despite the media’s attention being predominantly on the effects of the 

refugee crisis on European countries, Syria’s neighbors, particularly Turkey, 

Lebanon and Jordan, hold the largest numbers of refugees. Each of these 

countries suffer from their own unique sociopolitical problems, and none are 

particularly well-suited to a large influx of refugees. Jordan, being a 

particularly small country, has seen refugees come to comprise a significant 

proportion of its total population. Turkey has been experiencing economic and 

political turmoil, and is largely unable to provide extensive care for refugees. 

All three of these neighboring countries are currently holding more refugees 

than they can process and protect, and this threatens to evolve into a serious 

humanitarian crisis in its own right. European countries have been making 

offers to support the refugee resettlement process within the three states, but 

more must be done to ensure that Syrian refugees are well-treated in the 

countries and that there is minimal social unrest caused as a result of the 

inflow of refugees. 

 

Education and health care for Syrian refugee children  

Primary education is a fundamental human right and one that most certainly 
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must be accorded to those children who have fled conflict in Syria. Prior to the 

outbreak of war, 94% of Syrian children had attended primary and lower 

secondary education. However, access to such education for refugee children 

is uneven and far from guaranteed in Turkey, Jordan, and Lebanon—the 

three countries were the majority of Syrian refugees are currently placed. 

Attending school delivers enormous short- and long-term benefits to children 

and to the communities they live in. It builds resilience, strengthens 

interpersonal and conflict resolution skills, and forms the foundation for a 

productive life. Well-educated children are also more likely to contribute 

positively to their host countries’ economies in the future.  Access to basic 

health care too is indispensable if young refugees are to avoid experiencing 

further impediments to their physical and mental development. Provision of 

the required medical supplies and nutritional supplements should be made a 

key objective of humanitarian efforts and of governmental initiatives to support 

Syrian refugees. 

 

 

Figure 2. Distribution of Syrian refugees by country of asylum. 
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Timeline of Events 
This timeline is in no way comprehensive, and should serve only as a guide to 

a general understanding of events.  

2011 -  Arab Spring 

protests in Syria 

2012 - Government 

bombardment 

Aimed at reducing smoke emissions from industrial       

sources. 

In the face of armed opposition, the government steps         

up bombardment of key urban centres in Syria. The         

civil war is in full force.  

2013 - Chemical 

weapons  

UN weapons inspectors discover that chemical      

weapons were used by the government in an attack         

on Damascus. 

2014 - Ceasefire 

fails 

UN-brokered peace talks in Geneva fail, largely       

because Syrian authorities refuse to discuss a       

transitional government. 

2015 September - 

Russian airstrikes 

Russia carries out its first airstrikes in Syria, claiming         

that its purpose is only to target the Islamic State. The           

West claims it overwhelmingly targets anti-Assad      

rebels. 

2016 December - 

Recapture of Aleppo 

Government troops, backed by Russian forces, 

recapture Aleppo, the last major urban stronghold of 

the rebels. 

2017 January - 

Temporary ceasefire 

Russia, Iran and Turkey agree to enforce a ceasefire 

between the government and non-Islamist rebels, 

after talks between the two sides in Kazakhstan. 

 

United Nations Involvement 

The United Nations has been closely involved with alleviating the          

humanitarian crisis caused as a result of the Syrian Civil War. Security            

Council resolutions have been passed condemning the indiscriminate killing of          

civilians and repression of human rights, and the Human Rights Council has            
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also issued condemnations of the devastation that has been wrought upon the            

Syrian people. The UN Refugee Convention and UN Declaration of Human           

Rights have also served as templates and guides for the proper treatment of             

refugees. United Nations agencies have also been involved in a concerted           

humanitarian effort to reduce the suffering of the Syrian people. Numerous           

attempts have been made by the United Nations to broker a ceasefire,            

including by past Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who was a special envoy to            

Syria for a time. Aid missions from the United Nations have had difficulties in              

achieving their objectives, with an airstrike mistakenly conducted on an aid           

convoy recently. United Nations agencies and organs continue to be          

intimately involved with addressing the refugee crisis, but further decisive          

action will be necessary if attempts to lessen human misery are to bear fruit. 
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Committee: Human Rights Council 

Issue: Ending Modern Slavery 

Name: Lincoln Cheng 

 

 

Introduction 
Human Trafficking and slavery continue to persist in the modern day, 

and is a phenomenon that occurs all over the world. Such activities are 

perpetrated in every country, rich or poor, and consist of the second largest, 

fastest growing organized crime internationally. Free the Slaves estimates 

that there are currently 27 million people toiling as modern day slaves around 

the globe. Individuals are promised jobs in another country, and when they 

arrive find that they must labor endless hours for no pay. Schoolgirls are 

coerced into sexual slavery by pimps posing as caring boyfriends. Women 

and children are sold to brothels, and threatened with violence or death if they 

try to escape. These various forms of indentured servitude and labour 

constitute a portion of the modern slave trade, which also consists of slaves 

from archaic cultural caste-systems.  

 

Key Terms 

Indentured 

Labour 

An indentured servant or indentured labor is an employee 

within a system of unfree labor who is bound by a contract to 

work for a particular employer for a fixed period of time. This 

is a common practice amongst modern human traffickers. 

 

Slavery Slavery is a state in which laws of property and material 

assets may also be applied to humans.  

 

Human 

Trafficking 

Human trafficking is the trade of humans, most commonly for 

the purpose of forced labor, sexual slavery, or commercial 
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sexual exploitation for the trafficker or others. 

 
 

Background Information 
In Europe for instance, many women are trafficked from their homes to 

act as sex workers under the control of organised criminal gangs. And 

statistics say that approximately 80% of the Nigerian women who were 

trafficked to Italy, from Nigeria by boat were coerced into prostitution in either 

Italy or other EU countries. Where if found will almost be certainly deported 

with little to no support afforded to them. In South East Asia, the Rohingya 

people of Myanmar suffering under ethnic cleansing has led to the flourishing 

of human trafficking network, which aim to traffic and abuse the vulnerability 

and volatility of the situation by offering the people a route to Thailand or other 

Southeast Asian countries. Once trafficked many of these individuals are 

reportedly held in detention camps in the jungle, and ransoms are extorted 

from their families in order to secure their release. In 2015, a mass grave 

containing 36 bodies of reported Rohingya migrants was unearthed in 

Southern Thailand, resulting in the prosecution of a human trafficking network, 

whose leadership structure included high ranking members of the Thai Army. 

It is reported that the connection of these individuals allowed the network to 

operate with impunity. In Africa, Mauritania only recently criminalised slavery 

in 2007, but it has nonetheless persisted with an estimated 10 to 20% of the 

population exists in actual slavery. Slavery is viewed as being highly 

embedded in Mauritanian culture, and its origin comes from the Arab-Slave 

trade where berbers and arabs would travel to sub-saharan Africa to acquire 

slaves. Furthermore, slavery in Mauritania is matrilineal and therefore many 

Mauritanian families have been served by generations of Slaves. 

Furthermore, even slaves who are released are often confined to situations 

that effectively perpetuate slavery due to their limited education. 

 

Timeline of Events 
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71 BCE Spartacus, a Thracian gladiator who leads a failed slave 

revolt against the Roman Empire is killed.  

 

1619 CE The first African slaves arrive in Virginia. They appear to 

have been indentured servants, but the institution of 

hereditary lifetime service for blacks soon develops, and 

soon the Atlantic Slave trade begins.  

 
 

1860 CE to 

1861 CE 

Seven states of the Deep South of the United States, 

those in which the slavery system is most entrenched, 

leave the Union to form the Confederate States of 

America. A civil war will soon follow. 

 

January 1, 1863 

CE  

 

In spite of the civil war’s unresolved status, Lincoln fully 

enacts the Emancipation Proclamation, effectively 

abolishing and banning slavery in all states.  

 

January 1865 

CE 

With the end of the civil war, the proposed 13th 

amendment is passed and slavery is banned throughout 

the United States, a future world leader. An abolitionist 

stance and sympathy that will spread throughout the 

world.  

 

December 10, 

1948 CE 

ARTICLE 4 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

— NO SLAVERY 

“No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and 

the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their forms.” 
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Key Parties Involved 

 

United Nations 

Human Rights 

Council 

 

The Human Rights Council is an intergovernmental body 

within the United Nations system made up of 47 States 

responsible for the promotion and protection of human 

rights, of which include freedom from slavery. 

 

Boko Haram  

 

Implicated in the enslavement of non-combatants among 

many other criminal and terrorist activities 

 

Saudi Arabia Facilitates, enables, or tolerates abuse of the rigid Kefala 

system of migrant labour sponsorship (present in other gulf 

states)  

Mauritania With a deeply rooted cultural system of ethnic slavery, 

Mauritania still struggles greatly enforcing its bans on the 

practice.  

Myanmar 

(Burma) 

Rohingya Muslims in the country have been the victims of 

human trafficking, who have abused their plight in the 

region. 

 

 

United Nations Involvement 
The Inter-Agency Coordination Group against  Trafficking in Persons (ICAT) is 

a policy forum mandated by the UN General Assembly to  improve 

coordination among UN agencies and  other relevant international 

organizations to facilitate a holistic and comprehensive approach  to 

preventing and combating trafficking in  persons, including protection and 

support for  victims of trafficking.  
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The UNODC Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of Human Trafficking provides 

grassroots humanitarian, legal, and financial aid to victims of trafficking 

through governmental, intergovernmental, and civil society organizations. 

The key aim is to give people from all walks of life - including governments, 

the private sector, international organizations, NGOs, and individuals the 

opportunity to work together to provide solutions to assist victims of human 

trafficking. 
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