
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The past year has been without precedent in our generation. A year in which 

government mandated staying at home, keeping apart and not meeting. The 

Covid-19 pandemic has carried a cost in society both in lost lives and mental 

health. As the church, we are part of the community. We grieve with those that 

experience loss, are here to support those struggling and pray for those in 

authority navigating key decisions.  

In Living Hope this past year has been remarkable in many ways as we have 

seen God moving in our community and individual lives. There has been amazing 

generosity as our Benevolent Fund to support those in need received in excess of 

£50,000. This money was actively used to help on the Isle of Man through times 

of reduced income, unemployment and financial strain. In addition, through our 

apostolic partnership Four12, we were able to provide food and medical supplies 

to some of the poorest churches in the world in countries like Zimbabwe, Malawi, 

parts of South Africa and India. This work is ongoing. 

 

Church life has been 

very different but    has 

brought many benefits and 

continued to build and 

grow. In the past year we 

have launched the Living 

Hope Online Congregation 

and delivered a 

huge amount of online content connecting thousands of people, not only 

on the Isle of Man, but globally. From early morning devotionals to 

Sunday services to mid-week training and equipping courses to youth 

and children’s activities, church life has flourished. We have seen a 

growing reach and new people connecting to the church. 

https://www.four12global.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingHopeOnlineCongregation


Here’s some interesting statistics reflecting the online engagement: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the UK and IOM we have seen the largest connection in South Africa, USA 

and Netherlands. These connections have come primarily through Facebook, 

YouTube and Zoom. 

The Living Hope Worship team has now produced over 40 song videos 

alongside other teaching and resources. Whilst this has been a huge investment 

in time and finance, we have received amazing feedback and the songs have been 

used thousands of times. 

 

For our church community, life has continued at pace. Our seven 

congregations became eight with the addition of an online congregation 

regularly attended by up to 100 people, including from the US, France, UK and, 

as far away as New Zealand. The online congregation, indeed, became the 

foundation for continuing church during the lockdown.  

The other bedrock of community has been our 41 Life Groups across 

our congregations. These have been a great support meeting online 

via Zoom but also serving as the front line for pastoral care. New 

people have been added and a Life Group connected to our online 

congregation soon had over 10 members. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9iKio-o_hcwj4B0b8e1cbWX0Lw4-1F4Z
https://www.youtube.com/c/lhtvchannel/featured


Recognising that the pandemic 

and lockdown takes a particular toll 

for those vulnerable and living alone, 

an Encouragers Team proved highly 

effective making around 1500 

phone calls with a team of 20 in 

touch with 80 people. This process 

was supported by a specialist Pastoral Care team when extra care was needed. 

The financial picture saw total income of £901,665 (2019: 

£891,602). Total expenditure in the year amounted to £892,214 

(2019: £953,873). Consequently, total income exceeded 

expenditure in the year to create a surplus of £9,451 (2019: deficit of £62,271). 

For this we thank God and the church for their amazing generosity. 

The Living Hope Mission is to “Build healthy New Testament churches to fulfil 

the Great Commission.” It has been so encouraging to be part of the Four12 

partnership of churches representing 60 churches with 269 congregations 

across 18 countries. In the last year Living Hope has been part of regular training 

and support drawing together the European churches. Whilst it has been a 

challenging season for many church leaders, gaining strength from partners has 

been a sustaining encouragement. 

Lastly, as we look ahead to the next year, there is a clear vision God has given 

us. A group has already begun to pray and meet regularly in Laxey and we are in 

faith that God is leading us towards a ninth congregation. 

The church building in Port St Mary is being equipped to serve 

the growing number of opportunities for the Gospel online. 

We continue to pray and look towards seeing new Pastors 

added to reduce the burden on the existing team and extend 

the reach of the church. We are so grateful to our community partners for use 

of their buildings but there is a long-held desire for the church to have our own 

buildings as a 24/7 base. 

In summary an extremely busy and productive year which saw God move in 

remarkable ways we could not have expected. We can, perhaps, be reminded of a 

great promise from Jesus; And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I 

will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. (Matthew 16:18) 


