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I n t roduct ion
OUR  PURPOSE  AND  METHODS

The purpose of this paper is to give an overview of 

emerging global trends which will affect the field of 

education worldwide. The analysis was guided by 

prominent trends in literature and news sources .It uses a 

modified STEEPLE analysis to guide the focus. A traditional 

STEEPLE analysis examines categories of Socio-Cultural, 

Technological, Economic, Environmental, Political, Legal, 

and Ethical. This paper emphasizes how trends in 

technology and environmental change will most drastically 

and broadly impact the global education landscape, and in 

particular highlights crossover between these and the other 

sectors.
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The terms "Global North" and "Global South," are used 

to refer to countries sometimes also known as "First-

World" and "Third-World" or "Developed" and 

"Developing," respectively. These terms simplify the 

differing positionalities of regions with higher 

socioeconomic resources, and those with lower 

socioeconomic resources. They are used to guide 

readers who are working in the field of education within 

international development. 

 

 

This paper seeks to highlight current thinking about 

these trends, they are not predictions and may not be 

fully realised. We hope only that this paper serves the 

purpose of stimulating a fresh perspective on the 

education sector today and into the future.

 

 

I N TRODUCT ION  (CONT . )



T e c h  T r e n d s

How technology will change the 

landscape of education, for 

better or for worse
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The use of technology is rapidly expanding within the 

education context. Laptops, iPads, and Smart Boards 

have become increasingly commonplace in classroom 

settings in the Global North and in some places in the 

Global South. Currently, the technological competency 

of young students is often better than that of their 

teachers. However,as generations growing up in this 

technology boom get older, and young adults enter the 

teaching profession, they will have the capacity to 

more swiftly utilize and adopt emerging classroom 

technology, such as Artificial Intelligence (AI) and virtual 

technologies. Consequently, as the natural 

technological competency of each generation 

increases, so to will the technology’s applicability.

 

AI will allow for lessons to be more customisable and 

will assist teachers in adapting lessons and homework 

to the needs and learning styles of individual students, 

potentially increasing the desired learning outcomes in 

traditional subjects. Additionally, curricula will begin to 

integrate  non-traditional vocational subjects, such as 

coding, ethics for a modern world, and digital 

entrepreneurship. As these subjects are best taught 

through ‘doing’ (instead of passive learning) AI, virtual 

reality, and other technology will be essential.

 

 

TECH  TRENDS :  TECHNOLOGY  I N  THE  CLASSROOM
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Research is revealing the various ways human-bias is 

ingrained in technology, such as AI, including 

assumptions about gender and race. Society tends to 

view technology as the devoid of  of humanity; the 

perception is that technology circumvents the various 

biases and emotional responses humans are subjected 

to. However, research has shown that since humans are 

the ones programming and coding technology, they 

often embed their own biases into the technology itself. 

For example, facial recognition has advanced to the 

point where it can read emotions based on people’s 

facial expressions. This technology is already being 

employed for purposes such as personnel hiring and 

crowd risk-assessment. However, it has also been 

shown that some of these programs tend to be biased 

against people of colour. The level of monitoring and 

cross checks needed to ensure AI and other smart 

technology is not biased is just beginning to be 

understood.

 

In the classroom, virtual and augmented reality have 

already been shown to teach ethics more effectively 

and with more impact. Deciding what is taught in 

schools has always been a political decision, often 

based on a society’s collective ethics. However, as 

technology makes the teaching of ethics more 

impactful, it is increasingly important to be aware of 

‘whose ethics’ are being taught and biases of key 

decision-makers and implementers (mainly teachers) 

are increasingly essential to consider.

 

 

TECH  TRENDS :  ETH ICS  AND  TECHNOLOGY

HTTP : / /WWW . FUTUREPURPOSE .ORG  |  PAGE  5



Furthermore, there are unintended consequences in the use  of technology. 

Preliminary research theorizes that technology in the early years of childhood, 

whether being used for play or learning, may increase the likelihood of anxiety and 

concentration issues. Moreover, in addition to research which shows simply being in 

the presence of technology is enough to keep humans distracted, other studies also 

found that using technology for learning activities, such as note taking, may be a less 

effective way to learn and absorb material.

 

Another potential unintended consequence of education and technology is the 

effect on the teaching profession itself. Some have argued that the infusion of 

technology into the teaching profession, as well as the potential restructuring of 

classrooms to individualise lessons, has the potential to turn teachers from ‘subject 

experts’ into facilitators. As such,decision makers will need to consider what right 

teachers have to disagree or decide for themselves how technology is used in their 

classroom.

TECH  TRENDS :  ETH ICS  &  TECHNOLOGY  (CONT . )  
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Technology is rapidly changing how people and 

organizations get financed. We see crowdfunding 

websites making it easier for individuals to raise money 

by appealing to others who share their interests. 

Furthermore, cryptocurrencies, such as Bitcoin, are 

democratising access to cash based on fast developing 

blockchain technology.  As a result, people are more 

easily able to obtain capital without using traditional 

intermediaries. These finance initiatives have the 

potential to drastically alter the global economic 

system. In regards to education, these finance initiatives 

could allow families to directly access the capital they 

need to send their children to school (or send them to 

better schools) without the use of banks or NGOs. 

However, it is yet to be seen if access to these new 

finance initiatives will be available to the most at need 

populations.

 

 

TECH  TRENDS :  TECHNOLOGY  AND  F INANCE
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The use of technology is rapidly expanding within the education context. Laptops, 

iPads, and Smart Boards have become increasingly commonplace in classroom 

settings in the Global North and in some places in the Global South. Currently, the 

technological competency of young students is often better than that of their 

teachers. However,as generations growing up in this technology boom get older, 

and young adults enter the teaching profession, they will have the capacity to more 

swiftly utilize and adopt emerging classroom technology, such as Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) and virtual technologies. Consequently, as the natural technological 

competency of each generation increases, so to will the technology’s applicability.

TECH  TRENDS :  SOC IOECONOM IC  IMPACTS
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E n v i r o n m e n t a l  T r e n d s

How climate change will alter 

education, and how education has the 

potential to alter climate change.
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We are now aware that most respected relevant 

experts are predicting that climate change and its 

effects will become increasingly severe. This will have 

a multitude of effects on the world.

 

Economically speaking, over the next few decades, the 

effect of climate change on the Global North may be 

somewhat mitigated by the growth of other industries, 

specifically sectors such as services, technology, and 

finance. But the strain on the Global North will likely 

reverberate across the world in the form of economic 

conservatism and increased protectionism, within both 

industry and agriculture. Furthermore, this economic 

protectionism is likely to be coupled with a trend of 

fear-based political conservatism. This may also lead to 

a decrease in foreign aid to respond to emergencies 

and poverty in hardest hit regions of the Global South 

as they also suffer the direct impact of climate change

 

As Governments in the Global South wrestle with this 

litany of challenges, the supply and quality of schooling 

may well be affected particularly to those who are 

most vulnerable and in need of education.

 

ENV IRONMENTAL  TRENDS :  FUND ING  EDUCAT ION  I N  THE  

ERA  OF  CL IMATE  CHANGE
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Advances in agriculture undeniably have the potential 

to increase the efficiency of farming practices and 

resilience of crops in those countries who are able to 

make the investment.  Yet, as climate change worsens, 

the potential disruption to agriculture industries and 

subsistence farming will be heightened.

 

In terms of education, this strain on food outputs has 

the potential to be particularly troubling for students in 

poorer areas. The detrimental effects of hunger on 

child development and learning abilities has been 

corroborated over and over again by research. Children 

unable to access adequate nutrition due to the effects 

of climate change, will be further entrenched into the 

cycle of poverty as their learning outcomes are likely to 

be lower than children who can get proper nutrition. 

Furthermore, poor nutrition leaves people, particularly 

children and the elderly, more susceptible to disease 

and will impact the number of children attending 

school. Families which rely on farming for their income 

or sustenance may be more likely to pull their children 

from school to help support the family.

 

With predictions of population growth increasing, and 

with it the continued strain on resources, it is possible 

that some regions will experience more conflict. As 

people vie for a limited amount of resources, including 

food, this can cause unrest and in the most severe 

cases lead to violence or war. Conflict-ridden places 

tend to have a greater displacement, greater risk of 

children participating in wartime activities, and greater 

risk of students, particularly girls, not attending school.

 

ENV IRONMENTAL  TRENDS :  FOOD -PRODUCT ION ,  HEALTH ,  &  L EARN ING
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Despite increasing acceptance of the legitimacy of climate change research it is 

clear that  accompanying legislation is not without its controversies.

 

While legislation aimed at curbing the human impact of climate change is essential, 

it tends to be wealthier countries/populations driving these initiatives, while poorer 

 populations may be disproportionately affected or marginalized by said legislation. 

For example, the fuel tax in France proposed at the end of 2018 was protested by 

the lower-income populations in rural areas because they felt it would significantly 

impact their livelihoods.

 

Ideally education would drive a broad change in mindset towards environmental 

protection and conservation as the scientific basis for these facts is recognised and 

integrated into schools curricula. However, once again, this largely depends on to 

what extent climate change is accepted

ENV IRONMENTAL  TRENDS :  L EGAL  I N I T I A T I VES  &  SOC I E TY
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Conclus ion
MOV ING  FORWARD

Technological trends are poised to drastically alter the ways in 

which education is implemented. Whether cutting-edge 

technology ends up in every classroom, or only some, the 

impacts of tech in education will be far reaching. Furthermore, 

climate change has already, and will continue to disrupt and 

complicate the implementation of education world-wide. 

However, environmental education has the potential to alter the 

trajectory of climate change. That is, if the politics of climate 

change can be surmounted to create policy implementing 

environmental education in schools. NGOs and governmental 

organisations in the field of education must not only be 

prepared for these trends to impact them, but be prepared to 

set the future trends in education for themselves.



T o p  S i x  T r e n d s  t o  W a t c h  w i t h i n  

E d u c a t i o n :

NotesTechnology will be rapidly implemented into 
classrooms, changing how teaching takes 
place, what is taught and the role of the 
teacher. Increased monitoring of ethics behind 
technology in the classroom, including its 
effects on children, their worldview and 
learning outcomes may be necessary.
 
Investment required for tech in classroom 
could further entrench socioeconomic 
differences between the “haves” and “have-
nots.”
 
Rapid developments in financial tech could 
 both help and hinder the work in the field of 
education.
 
Climate change will likely impact the funding 
of education, particularly in the Global South, 
both by domestic governments and through 
international aid initiatives.
 
The effects of climate change on world-wide 
food production and health, could impact 
student attendance and learning outcomes. 
 
Ongoing tension around climate change 
legislation, including what is and is not taught in 
the classroom.
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Want  to  know 

more?

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT HTTP://WWW.FUTUREPURPOSE.ORG 

 

OR BETTER YET, EMAIL US AT FUTUREPURPOSEPROJECT@GMAIL.COM

 


