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Scotland 

Aberdeenshire 

Bennachie – Esson Stone 

Weight unknown 

Editor – Peter did not have an article for this stone.  What follows is pieced together 
from a series of emails and contact I had with local bailies. 
 

  
Fred Gordon with the only known picture of the Esson Stone.   

Notice the metal ring in Fred’s left hand. 

 

Bennachie is a range of hills in Aberdeenshire and was the home to a community of 

squatters.  They lived a crofting life and performed skilled work such as dyking.  A 

number of them were stone masons. 

The family that continued to live on the former colony was as mentioned above, the 
Esson’s. Some of them were noted for their physical strength. They possessed a 
large boulder with a ring on it, a lifting stone, which they used to practice for the 
heavy events in the local games. According to Smith it was as formidable as the 
Dinnie Stones. 

  
Bennachie Colony House Excavation  1999 An Extended Report  NQ Bogdan, Dr PZ  

 Dransart, T Upson-Smith and J Trigg with contribution by J MacKay, p.15, 1999. 

 
The photograph below is of George Esson, the last of the Bennachie squatters. He 
died in 1939. His family had their own lifting stone (from at least 1801) which was 
located outside the door of their croft at Boghead of Tullos on the SE slopes of the 

hill 
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Left:.  Esson Croft       Right: George Esson 

 

 
The stone was known to be located at The Esson Croft until circa 1993.  It is one of 

very few known traditional ringed-stones in Scotland.    
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This stone was also referenced in a now defunct local publication.  Those from a 
highland games background may recognise the famous Charlie Allan on the cover. 
 

 
 
 



 

Oldmanofthestones.com Page 4 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Oldmanofthestones.com Page 5 
 

 
  



 

Oldmanofthestones.com Page 6 
 

 


