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I’m Taneshia Nash Laird and 
I am the founder and CEO of 
Legacy Business Advisors, an 

economic development and social 
enterprises consultancy serving 
clients throughout the country. 
I’ve been professionally engaged 
in community revitalization work 
for over fifteen years. My work 
has included cultivating hundreds 
of millions of dollars of economic 
activity in the public and private 
sectors by helping grow small 
businesses; by executing sports, 
entertainment and destination 
marketing; by leading the 
promotion of affordable and mixed-
income housing; and by managing 
the development of commercial 
real estate. 
Creating economic opportunities 
where people live and the 
maintaining of reliable 
transportation infrastructure is of 
particular interest of mine. People 

who know me well know that I’m 
keen on the economic growth of 
women and communities of color. 
I currently provide television 
and radio commentary on public 
policy as it relates to women and/
or local economic development. 
I’m also passionate about the arts, 
history and the environment. 
I’m a trustee with Art Pride NJ 
Foundation, for the Advocates for 
NJ History, and I am a Senior Fellow 
in the Eastern Regional Network 
of the Environmental Leadership 
Program. 
I’m an active member in a number 
of local and national chambers 
of commerce organizations and 
in 2014 I was appointed Mercer 
County, NJ regional director with 
the U.S. Women’s Chamber of 
Commerce which took me to the 
White House for policy briefings 
and additional opportunities to 
engage with US Cabinet level staff. 

My public service includes a 
governor appointment to the NJ 
Urban Enterprises Zone Authority 
where I have been a board 
member since 2009. And recently 
in Newark, NJ Mayor Ras Baraka 
asked me to serve on his city’s 
Economic and Social Responsibility 
Commission. 
I have offices in Newark, NJ as 
well as in Trenton, NJ where I was 
the city’s director of economic 
development and acting director 
of housing production and later 
served as the executive director 
of the Trenton Downtown 
Association. But again, my team 
and I serve clients throughout the 
country. Currently I’m working on 
projects in New York, New Jersey, 
Maryland, Illinois, and New Mexico 
with pending projects in Georgia 
and California.

Born and raised in New York, I am currently rearing my little girls as a single mother in 
Princeton, NJ as I was widowed in 2013.”



Connect with Taneshia
 legacybizadvisors.com
 taneshianashlaird
 taneshianashlaird

Social Ventures 
& Economic 
Development 
Consultants. 
Helping Create 
your Legacy.

www.taneshia.com
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“There is no tool for development more effective than the empowerment of women.” – 
Kofi Annan, former Secretary-General of the United Nations 

In the spirit of Independence Day, rolling out caught up with an empowered woman who 
epitomizes Kofi Annan’s assertion. Taneshia Nash Laird is an economic development 
guru who is passionate about helping social entrepreneurs and municipalities improve 
communities of women and people of color. Even before she realized it was a real 
vocation, Laird tapped into her niche and started learning everything there was to know. 

“I have always had this passion around Black economic development, in particular. 
When I was in college I fashioned my minor around Black economics,” Laird explained. 
“At the time, there were not classes on the subject, so I made my own independent 
study.” 

Book knowledge was important, but she also had a keen insight on how to deepen her 
understanding and use it to propel herself toward her goals. Early on, those goals were 
super lofty, as she wanted to own both media and music empires, like a combination of 
News Corp and BMG. 



“I was always seeking out opportunities, and making my own opportunities while I was 
in school. For example, I was part of the school radio station as a reporter and 
‘personnel director,’ so I was able to use that media credential to meet people I wanted 
to meet,” said Laird. “One day back in ’92 or ’93, I reached out to Len Burnett, then ad 
director and future publisher of Vibe Magazine – completely cold-called him. A girlfriend 
of mine had told me she knew someone at the magazine and, since I wanted to be in 
that business, I picked up the phone. While other people applied to formal internships 
restricting them to specific duties and hours they had to work, I just called Len Burnett 
and said, ‘I just want to shadow you … just to understand what you do.’ He was silent 
for a solid minute, then he said, ‘You know, I probably could have used you today. 
When are you going to come by?’ I did whatever he asked me to do, but I was able to 
float around and meet all of these incredible and inspiring people.” 

To this day, Laird maintains connections with most of the people she encountered 
during her formative years, and her ability to leverage information and resources is a 
key success factor for her consulting company, Legacy Business Advisors. 

“My focus is on impactful, large-scale projects. All my clients have passions just like I 
do, and what I’m doing is helping them achieve their goals by using all of my knowledge 
and all of my contacts. For example, just the other day I put a client on the phone with a 
company he had been seeking to meet with for years. I arranged for a sit down with the 
principal of the company, and now it looks like they are going to be in business. To be 
able to help people achieve their dreams while also being a benefit to the community … 
I can’t even describe the feeling of hearing in their voice or seeing in their face,” Laird 
explained. 

Although most of her clients are not millionaires, she helps them attract tens of millions 
of dollars in support of projects that will improve communities both big and small. Laird 
recently landed a significant municipal contract that will serve an impoverished town on 
many levels. 

“Though I’m based in New Jersey and was raised in New York, I serve clients 
throughout the country. I’m working with a village in the Midwest I had never heard of 
that is 94% African-American and happens to be the hometown of several celebrities. 
I’m helping them implement a comprehensive plan to develop the downtown area. It is 
going to have a significant impact on this community and surrounding communities, 
because it is also what is known as a ‘food desert’ that hasn’t had a supermarket for 
forty years,” Laird gushed with pride. “The development plan will create a walkable 
downtown district with a full-service supermarket, which will have a significant impact on 
the community.” 

Growing accustomed to being the first exposure decision makers have had to a 
professional Black woman in her field, whenever possible Laird makes an effort to 
smooth the path for those who may come behind her. She had such an opportunity with 
the downtown district project. 



“I met with the mayor, the administrator, the clerk, and one of the planning board 
commissioners over three days, and they said they’d never worked with a professional 
that looked like me before. I don’t want this meeting to be the only, as I’m also very 
passionate about developing other people, so I was happy to be able to utilize a nearby 
subcontractor whose principal is a Black woman,” Laird said. 

Laird also seeks to smooth the paths of those coming behind her by offering great 
advice and sharing her experiences through mentorship. 

“My advice to young people is don’t be afraid to discover and pursue opportunities, 
constantly seek out people who can be your mentors and champions, and don’t burn 
bridges,” she said. 

Nash went to Temple University for two years, then came home to New York and 
worked while taking a few classes when her mother got sick. Upon returning to Baruch 
College at the age of 22 to finish her degree when all of her peers were graduating, she 
was fortunate to find two professors who were willing to act as her champions. She 
graciously pays it forward by supporting those who work for her and giving them pearls 
of wisdom like “failure is not the end, your location in life now does not have to be your 
destination, always look forward, and never look back,” unless it is to remember her 
when she needs them to give her a job, Laird laughs. 

“Every job I’ve had, I’ve met great people along the way who I can still reach out to 
today. Even today, there are people who have worked for me and I have said to them, 
‘Alright look, one day I might be asking you for a job.’ They laugh, but I let them know 
I’m serious,” recalled Laird. “I think being around those people and being somewhat 
fearless, which is what I’m trying to recapture now, and exploring things I wanted to do 
was key … as was not burning bridges.” 

We will keep an eye on Taneshia Nash Laird as she continues to build bridges of 
development and empowerment. 
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5 Amazing Reasons
Why Taneshia Nash Laird

ROCKS!
hat if I told you that a person could be describe as an entrepreneur, go-getter, a mover and shaker,
ambitious, determined, high achiever, passionate about a better community, a person of power,
change, action, on top of being a single mother, would you believe me?  Well let me introduce
you to Taneshia Nash Laird, the amazing woman who fulfills all of these attributes, and more!
After talking with her for almost an hour, I learned so much about her and what she does!  I have
so much love and respect for Taneshia, and could not wait to share with you all my five reasons
of why she ROCKS!W

Reason # 1: A Woman of Power and Change

Taneshia is an economic developer whose passion is to see the
development of economic wealth in communities, especially
among women and minorities.  In other words, her passion is to
see more female entrepreneurs, create more jobs, and see less
poverty and crimes in communities.  By doing this she sits on
several boards and is a member of various chambers whose roles
are to create policy’s, programs, and projects.  Just recently she
was part of New York Mayor Ras Baraka summit called “Power,
Politics and Community Reinvestment.”  The point of the
summit was to bring influential leaders, organizers and
influencers together to bring change and discuss several issues
in the African-American community.  The topics discussed were
“Urban Marshall Plan,” “Closing the Wealth Gap,” “Black
Lives Matter,” “Arts and Culture,” and “Coming Together.”

Reason # 2: She is a Female Entrepreneur

She is the co-owner of an entertainment center called MIST in
Harlem New York.  At this beautiful establishment you are able
to dine in, go to the bar or Café’, and even host your own events!

She also is the CEO of Legacy Business Advisor, which helps
entrepreneurs around the U.S. bring their multi-million dollar
business ideas and dreams into a reality.  By doing this, she can
be part of building a better community, which in turn creates
jobs. She feels economic development is important, especially
among women and minorities because, women are known for
making less than men and minorities have a higher crime rate.
I asked her how she found her niche in economic development.
She explains how it fell into her lap.  She thought her career
would be public relations.  After starting her company, she joined

several chamber of commerce groups including the African
American Chamber of Commerce of NJ.  During a trip they all
went on, she met a woman named Tammeisha Smith who shared
with her a business idea she wanted to start and for which she
needed funding.

 Taneshia gave her some valuable advice.  After the trip, they
agreed that Taneshia could help her start her multimillion dollar
business in Newark, NJ.  This work was the start of Taneshia’s
new found career as an economic developer.  She also feels part
of finding her niche has to do with God having plans she didn’t
even see for herself. She says “I just continue to follow the path
He wants me to go!”

Reason #3- Juggling Business and a Family

Taneshia is a widow who juggles being a single parent of two
young daughter, ages six and nine, and running her businesses.
I asked her what her secret was to handle all of life’s demands
of home and business.  She tells me she has a great support
system which includes babysitters, friends, and family who help
her.  But her secret is that she actually incorporates her children
into her business. They often travel with her as she goes on
business trips. She did admit that there was a point and time that
she felt guilty. She questioned whether she was doing everything
she was supposed to do as a mom.



 Surprisingly, her nine-year-old told her she needed to delegate
more duties to others, instead of trying to handle everything by
herself.  She also confessed that some of her best ideas came
from her children.  But she wouldn’t reveal which ideas they
were!

Reason # 4- Her Advice Rocks
I asked her how important is networking and what advice would
she give someone who fears becoming a business owner.
Taneshia feels networking is critical in business.  She prefers to
use the phrase “building relationships.” She believes that her
success had to do with the relationships she has built over the
years with so many people, and having a great reputation with
them.  Also she says it important to “never burn bridges.”

As far as fear goes, her advice was the importance of seeking
mentors, and having a great support system.  Not being afraid
to join chambers of commerce, and attend networking events.
Also not being afraid to ask for what you want.  She quoted
Damon John who said “If you don’t ask the answer will always
be NO!”  Lastly, her advice was to have confidence in you!  She
explained, “Some say fake it until you make it,” I say “Faith it
until you make it!”
Reason # 5: Her Future Goal Is The Ultimate Goal!

She would like to see whoever the president is in the White
House have a discussion about women and entrepreneurship as
well as economic development in communities of color.  While
they are planning to have the discussion she wants them to say
“Taneshia needs to be here.” She wants to be on the U.S.
President’s speed dial.  Her goal is to be a leading national expert
in economic development.

Her passion of wanting to see economic growth and development
economically just shows her love for the community. All in all,
she feels if a person wants a job, and can work, they should be
able to get one!  A better community brings financial stability
and safer neighborhoods!  This is why she works hard each and
every day to make sure those things happen!  Being a woman of
change and power, entrepreneur, juggling family and business,
her amazing advice for others, and her ultimate goal of being a
national expert in her field is DEFINITELY why SHE
ROCKS!

Size Overrated Magazine

Page 23















	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  

 

The DivaGals always have a knack for highlighting positive women, so we conducted a quick chat with 
Taneshia Nash Laird, owner of creative tech space MIST Harlem as well as Legacy Business Advisors. 

Taneshia is a economic/business expert & co-owner of MIST. She travels nationally speaking on building 
wealth into communities that need economic growth, among other topics. Taneshia is the only woman co-
owner of MIST Harlem, the popular multimillion-dollar Harlem venue which has hosted numerous celebrities 
since it opened three years ago. The massive space contains The Café at MIST, The Bar at MIST, The Terrace 
at MIST, The Restaurant at MIST and three of the most technologically advanced studios in New York City. 

We spoke about everything regarding her two business ventures, advice she would give to women looking to 
enter the tech space and the best piece of advice she was ever given. 

How is MIST currently shaping the face of a non-traditional tech person? 

MIST was actually the place that Silicon Harlem started. We helped support that space. We actually believed 
MIST could be a place of the community and focused on our culture. When you think about tech and creative 
— a space for multiple techies — you think of MIST. Before we opened we had an article in The New York 
Times and it stated we wanted it to be Harlem’s living room. Everything we envisioned came to life. The café 
is full of people taking advantage of possibly the fastest moving wifi in Harlem!  



 

Can you speak to being a women in tech and how you have changed those stereotypes? 

I think that despite stereotypes, there are people that are doing it but they aren’t getting the funding. 
Encouraging more women to get involved in STEAM is something that I’m focused on. Being women, and 
being a black woman specifically, more of us should be in it. I advise people to find mentors and colleagues 
and other women within the industry to be apart of the circle. It’s all about the sisterhood. 

Will you be doing more talks at MIST? 

Yes! I’m also throwing around the concepts of doing events at MIST Harlem. I enjoy talking to younger 
people because I wish I had someone telling me that “this is not the end no matter how much you think you 
may have a setback.” I hope to impart on people that it’s never to late to get into technology. 

Talk to us a bit about Legacy Business Advisors. 

We work with social entrepreneurs and organizations that are focused on improving the social economic with 
the communities that they exist in. I’m helping social entrepreneurs bring their ideas to life. One of my clients 
is currently developing a concept similar to UBER that’s for non emergency media transportation. 

What’s one quote that you live by? 

I try to focus on being in a place of gratitude. I feel like more things come to you. I feel like that’s a spinoff of 
“Don’t worry. Be happy.” Maybe the day didn’t go as planned, but I’m going to focus on the things that did go 
well. Being unselfish and being in a place of gratitude is what I live by. In terms of advice, have your peers 
hold you accountable. I have a group of women who are like my sisters and accountability partners, and it has 
been a wonderful feeling. 

Taneshia has shattered the glass ceiling of the tech and steam industry. She is a tech girl that rocks because she 
has made every dream that she has had for the industry come true. She is a mother, an entrepreneur and the 
total definition of what it takes to be a DivaGal. 

For more information on Legacy Business Advisors, legacybizadvisors.com  

Seek her out online at Twitter: @taneshia and Instagram: taneshianashlaird. 
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Legacy provides social entrepreneurs with 

business and communications strategies for 

community development projects and advises 

on real estate ventures. Laird originally cre-

ated the company to funnel her expertise in 

the public and private sector into her late hus-

band’s business, a multi-use facility in the heart 

of Harlem called My Image Studios (MIST). Yet, 

Legacy has become a liaison between nonprof-

its, enterprisers and municipalities. Laird and 

her clutch team weed though the politics of 

city economic development to form symbiotic 

relationships for her clients. She draws on an 

extensive background in the public sector to 

impart to community boards in New Jersey the 

benefits of working with Legacy’s clients. Now 

rather than listening to pitches of what each 

project can do for the city, she’s advocating 

for projects she envisions can create real and 

positive economic impacts and revitalize com-

munities.

Laird credits her ability to facilitate these 

ventures with her professional affiliations, a 

considerable Rolodex and constant reevalua-

tion of her team. “As an entrepreneur one of 

the things I really encourage people to look at 

is their team,” says Laird. “That is the key to 

success. Having a good lawyer, having a good 

accountant and just having people [whom] you 

can call on as resources [are] really important.” 

Without her network, Laird wouldn’t be able to 

take on these projects with any success.

By embracing the opportunities placed before 

her Laird has carefully paved a path to excel-

lence. Besides capitalizing on her longtime 

passion for community economic development 

her executive credentials include leading three 

separate community development-driven busi-

nesses, which is impressive enough. Yet, most 

significantly, Laird does this all while raising 

two young daughters after the unexpected 

passing of her husband in February 2013. The 

tragic loss brought her professional life to a 

halt until last summer when she was invited to 

the Jeffrey Osborne Celebrity Classic by NBA 

legend James Worthy. “That was the turning 

point,” says Laird, who spent her time at the 

event connecting with athletes and entertain-

ers. “I decided that I was going to take Legacy 

and make it my main business.”

Although growing Legacy Business Advisors 

is a considerable task, Laird doesn’t let it inter-

rupt her duties as a parent. To the contrary, 

focusing on it supported her maternal instincts 

because it allows her incredible flexibility. She 

is able to make her children a part of her jour-

ney, often shuttling her girls along with her on 

business trips. “People think it’s crazy that I 

take them everywhere,” Laird confesses, “but 

I take them everywhere because I want them 

to see what I do and experience this entrepre-

neurial life.”

Aspiration is an essential component for 

Laird and the lives she hopes to change by 

championing community development. “I 

reach up,” proclaims Laird of her ambitions. 

“And that is something that I really encourage 

people to do.” 

 

For more info visit: legacybizadvisors.com

A BRAND NEW START 
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Now a year into its second iteration, Legacy Business Advisors consults the Dunbar Center, an $8M nonprofit  healthcare facility being built in 
Newark, the National Junior Tennis & Learning Of Trenton (NJTLT) and several other projects rooted in athletics and community innovation. 

The firm is even developing a small business accelerator that its CEO Taneshia Nash Laird hopes can be used as a model nationwide. 

I DECIDED THAT I WAS GOING TO TAKE  

LEGACY AND MAKE IT MY MAIN BUSINESS.


	The Belief Magazine July 2016 - Cover Story
	YBE Magazine July 2016 2016 MoveHERS & ShakeHERS - Cover Story
	RollingOut.com 5 July 2016 - Female Success Factor
	Size Overrated Summer 2016 - Cover Story
	Your Voice Magazine July/August 2016 - Feature Story
	Diva Gals Daily 24 June 2016
	NV Magaz ine Summer 2014 - Feature Story



