of the

Outer Banks

Exploring the Atlantic Flyway and the
« Rare Birds of Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge

OUTER BANKS

COASTAL CONSERVATION



‘1‘

.U
»

Outer 9ﬁks Coastal Consgrvéﬁon (OBC
Avon ‘ -





http://www.theobcc.org/




.« Ternsai dmmers returnlngto nest : ‘Q S
- .ahaa."&\

W ighmgfwarbl'_ [s, tanagers, o@fﬁhé\other s’ang’g’ﬁ% e

. ~ > S

Summer (June—Aqgu‘s"E).

Not a major rﬁigration,sg‘e}son, pqt key for:

. Breeding colonies of Least Terns, BlagheS *- rs, and Comm " \
Terns. M/,, e % X —— <

« Brown Pelicans fe ding chi |cks on nearb islahds
Nyt x\.»
Young herogg ~"““ is disparsing from raokerfes. ¥

s
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The Outer Banks becomes a waterfowl paradise.
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. Tundra Swans, Snow Geese, and Northern'Pintail dominate the skies
. Raptors like Northern Harrier, Short-eared Owl, and Bald Eagle hunt \
the marshes. g
. Loons, scoters, and gannets populate nearshore waters.
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raptors appearlng as if the refuge has been restocked with new
species.
. Birds traveling the Flyway can journey thousands of miles without

stopping, guided by coastlines, stars, magnetic fields, and even the
scent ¢f the ocean.

L ‘ Some Speaes,fke Red Knots rely on the Outer Banks as a crltlcal /
refueling station, doubling their body welght on local
N invertebrates before flying nonstop from the' Arctlc toward South
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s vagrants—ir cluding flammgos, onbills, or Caribbean ducks— A
’ . creating once-in-a-lifetime sightings for birders. B
Pea leand’s freshwater and brackish |mpoundments ac&slike oases
in a desert, prowdmg vital food and rest for tens of thousands of
migrating waterfowl each fall atﬁmter - f \ R
an 400 bird species have been recorded across the Juter
one of the highest totals on the entire E1a5t Coast-ﬁ-thanks =
ich mix of beaches, marshes, forests, and soundside

‘Even small shrub thickets on the islands provide lifesaving shelw
for exhausted songbirds arriving after long stretches over open
ocean. \
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