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OHARA Jigoemon XVI (b. 1979)

Python VII, 2024

Nakatsugi style urushi tea caddy; Jigoemon-nuri
h. 2 43/64 x dia. 2 41/64 in. (6.8 x 6.7 cm)
5563 H ARG LSS eI = LR 2

[ Private Collection ]
Josh Onishi, New York
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My first encounter with the Jigoemon XVI’s work was the Python
series, works which proved turning points in the artist’s
maturation. A marked departure from familiar subjects of flora
and fauna found in traditional arts and crafts, instead it featured a
pattern of undulating reptilian scales never before rendered in
Johana Maki-e. With a title inspired by Nietzsche, “The snake
which cannot cast its skin has to die,” the work felt conceptually
and in execution a consummate response to the double challenge
of questioning and maintaining tradition.

I am grateful for his endeavours to continue the tradition and
develop a daring signature of his own. His work will encourage
the next generation that preserving tradition does not mean
foregoing the contemporary.

Candice Lee
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Candice Lee
Founder Asia Art Hong Kong

Candice Lee is director of Asia Art Hong
Kong, an annual festival founded in 2013
(as Asia Week Hong Kong). In collaboration
with experts and world-class museums, the
festival’s education programme presents
Asian Art, from antiques to contemporary,
visual to performance art.

Candice is an active member in the arts,
serving on several boards: music
foundation HKGNA; the Friends of the Art
Museum, The Chinese University of Hong
Kong; Hong Kong Arts Centre Bee; Hong
Kong Ink Art Walk of Hong Kong Culture
Festival. A native of Seoul, she was
educated in the Netherlands where she
worked in Global Private Banking for over
13 years. She currently resides in Hong
Kong and Amsterdam.

https://www.asiaarthongkong.com
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