
Disconnected

“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in Me. I am the vine; you are the branches. 

Whoever abides in Me and I in him, he it is that bears
much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.”

John 15:4-5 (ESV)

One day, the laser printer connected to our desktop computer stopped working. 
We tried to find the problem with no success. My husband checked all the cables 
connected to the printer, and everything seemed in order. We stood there 
somewhat perplexed until it dawned on us to check the power cable and realized 
something disconnected the cord from the outlet, the primary source of power.

The same can be said of our walk and fellowship with Christ. Jesus, in speaking 
of the vine and its branches, stated in John 15, the branch that is separated from 
the vine will wither and die, for without its source of life, it cannot survive. The 
branch cannot sustain itself, for it must receive life from another source, in this 
case the vine. The branch completely depends on the vine for all its resources 
and nourishment. Abiding in Christ means a life united with Him through faith 
and, therefore, we must depend on Him for our very existence. However, our 
lives can become disconnected when we go about our busy schedules for the 
day, rushing through each activity without giving a second thought to spending 
time with God. All believers can stray in this area now and then. 

The holidays are fast approaching, and it’s the time of year when we feel pressed 
for time, and pulled in every direction. This makes it even more challenging to 
manage our priorities, leaving us with little or no time to spend with the Lord. Are 
you feeling that the demands of your life are overwhelming? Ask God to give you 
wisdom on how to shift your priorities. However, this may mean readjusting your 
to-do list for each day. So the question then becomes, what will you choose? 

Spending time with Jesus daily is crucial, for our lives are bound to His life and 
must be our priority. We need to daily take everything to Him in prayer, drawing 
all our resources from Him that are needed to live a life that is pleasing to Him 
and fruitful in every good work. Abiding in Christ will satisfy all that our hearts 
long for, because it is only there that we will find true contentment. 

The human heart by nature is prone to wander away from the Lord, and when we 
allow time to lapse without taking time to meet with the Lord and read His word, it 



will be more difficult to start again. It can deceive us into believing we are in a 
good place with the Lord when the opposite is true. We are often the last ones to 
notice it. We can also fall prey to Satan’s deception as he attempts to twist God’s 
word, often causing us to doubt God’s love and goodness.

If you are at this point in your life, believe that God has not turned away from you. 
But God, who is rich in love and mercy, will never give up on you. Therefore, do 
not rely on your feelings, for emotions are deceiving and can lead you further 
astray from the Lord. So if you have fallen off track, let me encourage you to get 
back on track. Remember, God loves you and will continue to pursue you, for He 
desires to draw you back to Himself. Do you feel as though you have wandered 
too far away from the Lord? Then take the first step of faith and repentance by 
turning to Him. Jesus waits for you with open arms and will not despise or reject 
you. The apostle John stated in 1 John 2:1 that you have an Advocate with the 
Father, someone who stands in your defense, Jesus Christ, who does not 
condemn you. Don’t allow past mistakes to keep you from drawing near to Him.

Keep in mind that God longs to have fellowship with you once again. Hearing this 
statement for the first time years ago changed the way I approach my 
relationship with God. I know that when I have failed Him, I can run towards Him 
and not away from Him. Jesus paid a great price for me on the cross. He now 
bids me to come as He waits with open arms. The same is true for you. I urge 
you then, draw near to God, for He has already drawn near to you. (James 4:8)


