
5. In verses 4-9, who is the one who acts? What does the church 
possess according to these verses? What is the basis for 
receiving these things (Hint: verse 4)? 

6. As we will see throughout this letter, the church in Corinth was 
messed up! There was division, sexual immorality, people 
getting drunk on communion, and more. Why do you think 
Paul didn’t just cut to the chase at the opening of his letter and 
call out the problems? 

7. There are three insufficient ways of dealing with problems: (1) 
ignore them; (2) candy coat them; or (3) make them the main 
focus. Why is it unloving to handle problems in any of these 
ways? Do you tend to address problems with others in one or 
more of these ways? 

8. What is the difference between buttering someone up and 
doing what Paul is doing at the beginning of this letter? How 
could Paul’s approach similarly help you in addressing issues 
with other believers? What principle do we see in Ephesians 
4:15? 

9. Why do you think it’s important for the church to remember 
what we possess because of Jesus? 

10. Verse 7 talks about an end date in mind — when Christ is 
revealed. What is the confidence we have as we look to the day 
we see Jesus face to face?
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2. Because we live in Green Bay, we are associated with the 
Packers in the eyes of others. Similarly, if someone lived in 
Corinth, there was the association with sexual immorality. That 
may be the context of where the church is located, but it’s not 
the identity. What is the church’s identity in 1 Corinthians 1:2? 
What does it mean to be sanctified? 

3. How is the church both local and global in verse 2? Why is it 
important to be part of a local church? What do you find to be 
challenging in being part of a local church? What is the 
blessing? 

4. Do you ever find yourself setting parameters to where the 
message of Jesus can take root? In a recent message, we were 
reminded about Jonah’s perception of Ninevah. Corinth was 
exactly the best of places either. How does verse 2 remind us 
that the message is for anywhere?

1. What comes to mind when you think of a city?(Corinth was a 
bustling city much like we would think of our modern cities. 
There was major trade, commerce, entertainment, sporting 
events, sexual immorality, and people striving to climb up the 
ladder of social status and success.) What do you like about 
cities? What do you dislike?


