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Creating aliens without a context is like
stumbling forward in a dark room.You have
nothing to guide your decisions when taking
the next step forward. Abiome is crucial as

a backdrop for lifeforms; they quite literally
grow out of it. The biome can be as simple as

"temperate forest" or something much more
exotic, like "semi-frozen methane flooding
lime caves every second week under the
influence of the third moon". Either way,
start small: imagine materializing there for
a moment, taking in not more than you can
perceive from a single viewpoint. (If it feels
like an overwhelming task, take a biome
you are familiar with and change only one
or two things).

NoW start with any of the following ques-
tions: How does an animal get food here?
How does it flnd protection; from weather,
outer forces and predators? How can it of-
fer safegr for its cubs or eggs (or however it
reproduces)? The answers you come up with
will be the flrst attributes for your new alien
species. With three or four of these attributes,
ruthlessly start to shape the creature around
them. The rest of the species'features will be
optimized for these basic attributes to work
at their best.

Now, you may wonder, what if it's an intelli-
gent species building high-tech civilizations ?

I recommend starting the same way as above
and then, in your mind's eye, fast forward to
the roots of civilization. How can simple tech-
nology make life easier for these individuals
and what materials are they likely to exploit
first? And how can those simple innovations,
thousands of years later, be developed into
complex mechanical, electronic or digital
objects?

Use the alien's biome to your advantage.
Many of the answers you need will be found
there.
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