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St James’, Stonehaven and St Philip’s, Catterline  
Interim Rector. Bishop Andrew. 
Vestry Secretary: Anne O’Gorman. 
Church Phone No: 01569 764473  

 The copy deadline for the September Newsletter is Sunday 25th November.  
Reminders will not be sent out. 
St James Episcopal Church, Stonehaven .Scottish Registered Charity No. SC000301 
St Philip’s Episcopal Church, Catterline Scottish Registered Charity No. SC023282 

 

  

GROUP CONVENORS 

  

Property David Fleming 

Communication Peter Sharp 

Music David Fleming 

Social Val Cadd 

Lay Reader emeritus Arma Iles 

Weekly Pew Sheet Diana Peters 

Hall Management David Fleming 

Protection of Vulnerable Groups Officer Irene Paterson 

Vestry Peter Sharp 
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Services at St. James’ & St Philip’s  during  
December 2018 & January 2019 

Sundays. 
 9.00 a.m.   Said Eucharist  
10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist  
 
Second Wednesday in the month. 
10.30 a.m. Eucharist and Healing Service 
 
First and Third Wednesday in the month. 
9.30 a.m. Children's Service 
 
No services at St Philip’s, Catterline until further notice. 
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DIARY NOTES  December 2018 

Day/Date Event 

9th December 
2nd Sunday in  
Advent -  
Carol Service 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Carol Service Anne O’Gorman/
David Fleming 

12th December 
  

9.00 Reserved Sacrament and  
Healing Service. Arma Iles 

16th December 
3rd Sunday in  
Advent 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles 

19th December 
 

9.30 Children’s Service 

23rd December 
4th Sunday in  
Advent 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 

24th December 
Christmas Eve 
Midnight Mass 

11.30 pm Midnight Mass. Arma Iles. 

25th December 
Christmas Day 

10.30 Holy Eucharist. Bishop Andrew 
 
 

30th December 
1st Sunday after 
Christmas 

10.30 Joint service at St Bridget’s 

5th December 9.30 Children’s Service 

2nd December 
Advent Sunday 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Holy Eucharist. Rev. Jane Nelson 
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Greeter 10.30 am 
Lessons 1+2 

10.30 am 
Gospel 

Coffee Rota 

Diana Peters  Diane Fleming  Diana Peters  Diane  
Fleming 

Stella Wilson  Irene Paterson  TBA  Irene  
Paterson 

Edward 
Dickens 
 

David  
Fleming 

Edward 
Dickens 

Doreen 
Brankin 

Peter Sharp  Jonathan 
Leslie  

Ellie  
MacLeod  

Jonathan 
Leslie 

Diane Fleming  Peter Sharp  Heather 
Grant  

Peter Sharp 
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Date 
 

Readings 

6th January 

Epiphany 

Is 60.1-6 
Ps 72.1-7,10-14 
Eph 3.1-12 
Mt 2.1-12 

13th January 

Epiphany 1: 
Songs of Praise: 
Matins 
Baptism of Christ 
 

Is 43.1-7 
Ps 29 
Acts 8.14-17 
Lk 3.15-17,21-22 

20th January 

Epiphany 2 

Is 62.1-5 
Ps 36.5-10 
1 C 12.1-11 
Jn 2.1-11 

27th January 

Epiphany 3 

Neh 8.1-3,5-6,8-10  
Ps 19 
1 C 12.12-31 
Lk 4.14-21 

3rd February 

Epiphany 4 

Jer 1.4-10 
Ps 71.1-6 
1 C 13.1-13 
Lk 4.21-30 

Readers, Greeters, Vestry and Coffee Rota 
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Day/Date Event 

4th January 
 

9.30 Children’s Service 

6th January 
Epiphany 
  

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Holy Eucharist. Rev. Jane Nelson 
 

9th January 
 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament and  
Healing Service. Arma Iles. 

13th January 
Epiphany 1 
Songs of Praise: 
Matins 
Baptism of Christ 
 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Songs of Praise. Anne 
O’Gorman/David Fleming 

17th January 9.30 Children’s Service 

20th January 
Epiphany 2 
 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles 
 

27th January 
Epiphany 3 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles 
 
10.30 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 

DIARY NOTES  January 2019 
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Bishop Andrew writes: 
 
Advent 2018 has finally arrived: a new liturgical year for the 
church, a new time of preparation in our lives as Christian  
communities and as Christian disciples.  Advent is also a time 
of waiting, as well as a time of preparation, but what are we 
waiting for?  Christmas is the obvious destination, but what 
else are we waiting for? 
 
In the early church there was an urgent anticipation that Jesus 
would return in power and glory and the world would be set 
right by God.  The apocalyptic visions of Daniel, in the Hebrew 
scriptures, and the New Testament Book of Revelation, for ex-
ample, feed and support this urgency.  Those early Christians 
might be puzzled to learn that the church is still keeping  
expectant Advent seasons nearly 2,000 years later.  But we are 
still waiting for Jesus to return!  Will this be an apocalypse as 
foretold in so much scripture, or is this an individual and  
personal spiritual encounter, or is this something entirely  
different? We don’t know for sure… 
 
But we do know that Jesus taught us to be ready, to be alert 
and to expect that all things are possible with God!  The sweep 
of salvation history that we meet in the next few weeks of  
Advent worship, with Patriarchs, Prophets, John the Baptist 
and Mary (the most popular weekly themes through the  
season), focus us on the coming of a child who is also, through 
God’s grace, a Messiah!  This mystery is one that we have  
celebrated for that same 2,000 years or so, and we will continue 
to celebrate. 
 
For St James (and St Philip’s) this Advent and Christmas will 
be a time of preparation, of celebration and of looking forward 
to what the future may hold.  I am looking forward to continu-
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Greeter 10.30 am 
Lessons 1+2 

10.30 am 
Gospel 

Coffee Rota 

Anne Sproul Heather Grant Val Cadd Val Cadd 

Diana Peters tba tba Diane  
Fleming 

Ellie McLeod Ellie McLeod David  
Fleming 

Doreen  
Brankin 

David  
Fleming 

Irene Paterson David  
Fleming 

Irene           
Paterson 

tba tba tba n/a 

tba tba tba n/a 

 
JOINT  

 
SERVICE   

 
AT      ST  

 
BRIDGET’S 
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Readers, Greeters, Vestry and Coffee Rota 
 

 

Date 
 

Readings 

2nd December 

Advent Sunday  

Jer 33.14-16 
Ps 25.1-9  
1 Th 3.9-13  
Lk 21.25-36 

9th December 

2nd Sunday in  
Advent-             
Carol Service 

Bar 5.1-9 or Mal 3.1-4 
Canticle: Lk 1.68-79  
Phil 1.3-11  
Lk 3.1-6 

16th December 

3rd Sunday in   
Advent 

Zeph 3.14-20 
Canticle: Is 12.2-6  
Phil 4.4-7  
Lk 3.7-18 

23rd December 

4th Sunday in   
Advent 

Mic 5.2-5a 
Canticle: Lk 1.46b-55  
or Ps 80.1-7  
Bar 4.21-29 
Gal 3.15-22  
Lk 1.67-80 or Mt 1.1-17 

24th December 

Christmas Eve 

Midnight Mass 

Is 52.7-10 
Ps 98  
Heb 1.1-4(5-12)  
Jn 1.1-14 

25th December 

Christmas Day 

9.30 only 

Is 52.7-10 
Ps 98  
Heb 1.1-4(5-12)  
Jn 1.1-14 

30th December 

1st Sunday after 
Christmas 

1 Sa 2.18-20,26 
Ps 148  
Col 3.12-17  
Lk 2.41-52 
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ing to share this journey with you, as we work together to  
understand what God has planned for the church in Stonehaven, 
Brechin Diocese and all of Scotland!   
 
My prayers are with you for Advent and Christmas: have a  
wonderful time filled with the joy and peace of Christ. 
 
+Andrew  
 
St James in the 1930s continued 
 
1935 – Some major events:  Feb:  Italy sent forces to E Africa; 
Mar:  German Luftwaffe officially created by Goering; 30 mph 
speed limit introduced in UK; Germany rejected disarmament in 
Treaty of Versailles; Apr:  UK, France and Italy conferred to  
contain Germany; catastrophic dust storms created dust bowl in 
USA;  May:  Death of Lawrence of Arabia;  Jun: Stanley Baldwin 
became PM on resignation of Ramsay McDonald; Anglo-German 
agreement to limit size of German navy;  Aug: Queen Astrid of 
Belgium killed in car crash; Hitler banned German-Jewish  
marriages;  Sept: Malcolm Campbell broke own speed record at 
301 mph; Germany legalized anti-Semitism in Nuremberg Laws;  
Oct: Italy invaded Ethiopia; Clement Atlee became leader of  
Labour Party; Nov:  Non-belief in Nazism grounds for divorce in 
Germany;  Dec:  Anthony Eden appointed Foreign Secretary 
Also:  Penguin Books launched, Jazz music banned in Germany, 
UK unemployment still at high levels, radar was developed in 
secrecy by Britain, a prototype of the Spitfire was built, the Silver 
Jubilee of King George V took place. 
 
Stonehaven – St James Vestry Minutes 
 
Jan:  In future seat rents should be collected in the Vestry, the 
congregation to be notified of the date and time in the March 
church magazine.  Mr Harper suggested a week day during Lent 



 

� 

as a convenient time for collection.  There was a total income of 
£564-15-8, a decrease of £16-2-9 from last year, with a balance of 
£19-5-4 from the Sale of Work to be carried forward to next 
year’s account.  There were 81 relapsed members under the Free 
Will Offering scheme, 194 giving under the scheme and 38 under 
the Clergy Fund making 232 out of a Communicants’ Roll of  
approx. 300 members.   
 
It was agreed to hold the Annual Congregational Meeting at the 
Shepherds’ Hall in the Old Town.  It would be in the form of a 
social meeting restricted to members of the congregation.  Miss 
Alexander would be asked to do the catering.  The agenda 
would be the Business meeting, then tea to be served, and a  
programme of songs etc to be arranged.  Members of the  
congregation would receive tickets and a collection would be 
taken to defray expenses. 
 
Mr Sutherland suggested a carpet should be bought for the altar 
steps.  This was agreed as well as a suggestion to purchase 40 
new prayer books.  It was suggested that the church doors 
should be painted during the year. 
 
Feb:  Rev Symon expressed great satisfaction with the interest 
the congregation had shown by turning out in such large num-
bers.  He felt it was a great advance on previous congregational 
meetings.  Membership of the church had shown a slight  
increase during the last year.  There had been 18 in his  
confirmation class, this being the largest number for many years.  
The Home Mission Crusade boxes would be collected after  
Easter and he hoped that St James would be able to send a  
respectable sum to the Home Mission Fund.  He felt the times 
called for loyalty to the church.  Reference was made to the  
recent mission in the church conducted by Capt Blundell of the 
Episcopal Church Army.  Rev Symon said that if all gave what 
they could under the FWO scheme there would be no need for 
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2.30pm.  We are planning to have the following stalls, cake and 
candy, raffle, books, tombola (if wrapped gifts in Christmas  
colours, red, silver, gold, green please), second hand scarves and 
shopping bags, homemade knitting and crafts.  All donations 
will be very gratefully received on either Friday afternoon on 
Saturday morning.  If anyone is free to help I would be very 
grateful as a number of the dedicated helpers are away on much 
deserved holidays. 
 
The ‘Tree of Life’ baubles will be in the church from 10am to 
2pm and Jean would be delighted to have some help.  The  
baubles will be available in church right up until Christmas. 
 
Thank you everyone for kindness and support. 
 
 
Christmas flowers 
 
We will arrange the flowers at the altar and organise the  
decorations for the windows on Saturday 22nd December and 
then put them in situ after the service on Sunday 23rd.   
 
Val Cadd 
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Fund Raising/Social 
The Harbour Festival was cancelled due to poor weather. 
The Open Doors event was successful with the sale of cakes and 
preserves making £280. 
 
The Book Browse raised £601. 
 
Wednesday is the Senior Harvest service and tea. 
Sunday is the Harvest Festival and lunch. 
 
PVG 
There is a safe-guarding training day on 10th November. 
 
AOCB 
The AGM is on Sunday, 18th November after the 10.30 service. 
Sandy had spoken to George McGillivray about the exclusion of 
churches from the Stonehaven Guide.  While they were not  
prepared to change the guide they are happy to advertise  
churches on their website.  Anne will email George. 
 
Louise had donated a new urn for the hall.  Anne has written to 
thank her. 
 
Far and Wide are celebrating 25 years of operation.  From 2nd – 4th 
November there will be display at Fetteresso Church and a  
special service on the evening of 13th November 
 
Next Meeting:  28th November 
 
Social Committee. 
 
The Christmas Coffee morning and ‘Tree of Life’ are on Saturday 
8th December from 10am to 11.30am. 
 
We will set up for the coffee morning on Friday 7th after 
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the Sale of Work.  Sales of Work should be as occasion demanded 
for special purposes such as the building of a church hall or  
improving the lighting and heating.  He drew attention to the fact 
that the Church Hall Fund was now to become the Rectory Fund. 
Tea was then served and afterwards a very interesting  
programme of songs, music and recitations was carried out by 
children from the Episcopal School, boys of the church choir and 
good friends outwith St James’ Church. 
 
Jun:  The venture of holding the last congregational meeting as a 
social gathering was considered so successful that it was agreed 
to adopt the same method again.  Rev Symon intimated his desire 
to make more of Gift Day and his aim was to raise £100.   
Specially printed envelopes were to be delivered to every house-
hold.  It was agreed that the work party side of the Sale of Work 
should be discontinued because of the difficulty of selling the 
various articles made at a reasonable price.  The purchasing price 
of these articles did not justify the cost of materials and time and 
labour involved in making them by the ladies of the Work Party.  
Greater concentration on cakes, candy, provisions, vegetables etc 
might be more advantageous.  There was a long discussion about 
the state of the Parsonage.  There was dry rot in the floorboards.  
It is an old building with no ventilation under the floor.  A  
builder from Aberdeen had suggested gutting the inside of the 
building, retaining the outside walls and building a 2 storey 
house with 3/4 bedrooms and a bathroom at a cost of approx. 
£1100 - £1200.  It was decided to get an architect’s opinion about 
the old walls and reconstruction. 
 
Oct:  Vestry decides about parsonage.  Mr Shepherd (of Mells 
and Shepherd, Architects, Dundee) pointed out the inadequacies 
of the present parsonage.  The discussion was whether to build a 
new parsonage or renovate the old.  Would such a renovation be 
only a patching up or would it result in a satisfactory remedy 
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that would last.  Mr Shepherd thought that the proposed  
alterations could be done for the money in hand.  Knocking 
down the present walls would be a waste of money as they were 
very good.  Money could be saved by keeping the floor levels as 
they were, putting down concrete floors covered by hard wood 
and bitumen on the outer walls to keep out the damp.  There 
was some discussion as to how this would affect the rates.  It 
was finally agreed to renovate the parsonage at a cost of £1120 
without renovation of walls and outhouses.  This should be put 
to the congregation. 
 
Dec:  There was a considerable decrease in the money given 
through church offerings.  The Rector suggested that a jumble 
sale be held early in the new year.  The vestry decided that,  
owing to the fact that houses suitable for a parsonage were  
coming onto the market, there should be a delay in the  
reconstruction of the parsonage until it was seen that no better 
way might be found.  It was decided to find what price the  
present parsonage and site might fetch and for what price a s 
uitable property elsewhere might be procured. 
 
To be continued……………………. 
 
Remembrance Sunday 
 
The 100th Anniversary of the 1918 Armistice was commemorated 
in a moving and dignified manner in Stonehaven on Sunday.  
The British Legion organised a very well attended Parade in the 
Market Square.  Led by George Craig, Parade Commander, they 
marched to St James’ Church.  The head of the Parade included 
the Queen’s representative, the Vice Lord Lieutenant of  
Kincardineshire, Dr Andrew Orr, DL.  
 
In St James’, all the churches in the town contributed to the  
service, with readings and prayers.  The church was packed, 
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Fabric 
Church:   The electrics are almost complete.  The Exhibition is 
delayed because the company involved has significantly  
increased their price.  The architect is in talks with the  
company but another company is lined up.  It will probably be 
the spring before the Exhibition will be ready. 
 
David has a possible sale for the extra redundant pews for 
£900.  He is looking into transport costs.  He was thanked for 
painting the gates and church doors. 
 
David has written a CCTV and WiFi policy and, with a few  
minor changes, this was agreed by Vestry. 
 
He said that, on advice, it was not a good idea to switch off the 
CCTV during services.  If a problem arose during a service 
there would be no proof or record of what happened.  There 
was a discussion about whether to exclude certain areas of the 
church from CCTV but as there had recently been an incident 
near the votive candles this was decided against.  Peter, David 
and Edward are the only people who are allowed to look at the 
images, and should this be necessary, the images must be 
viewed by two of the named persons.  Images will be kept for 
30 days. 
 
Hall:  It was noted that some users are not leaving the hall 
clean and tidy.  The toilets are to be upgraded. 
 
Garden: This was looking good. 
 
Rectory: Work still to be completed. 
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Main Account    £40,368.18 
Fabric Fund Account   £14,105.78 
Buildings Account   £10,145.70 
St Philip’s              £283.00 
 
David reported that the Heritage Lottery Fund is offering a 
grant called Resilient Heritage, which is directed at building 
capacity and community integration.  On behalf of the Diocese 
David is submitting a note of interest for funding with a total of 
£145,000.  This would be for a project manager, researchers, 
training manager, travel costs, equipment and computers.  The 
full application needs to be in by January. 
 
Report on St James 
The Rev Dr Kevin Goodrich, a Travelling Teacher and Preacher 
from our companion diocese in Iowa will visit St James on 15th 
October and will say Compline at 6 pm. 
 
At present we are storing a harpsichord for Jamie Campbell. 
 
Report on St Philips 
The roof has been repaired and the bill paid. 
 
Worship 
The Bishop is officiating at the Remembrance Sunday service 
and has approved the proposed service.  It is requested the  
congregation is seated by 10.15 am.   
 
The Harvest Festival is this coming Sunday. 
 
David will shortly be putting out a list for volunteers for  
readers, greeters etc for the coming year. 
 
Anne and Edward will be attending the Ministries training day 
on Saturday at Montrose. 
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with standing room  
only, for the service, 
with upwards of 450 
people attending.  The 
service was led by Rt 
Revd Andrew Swift, 
Bishop of Brechin, who 
also preached the  
sermon, reminding the 
congregation of the 
continuing need to 

work and seek the faith for peace.  The two-minute silence took 
place at 11 o’clock, exactly one hundred years to the minute that 
the Armistice was declared.  It was followed by Iain McFadden 
playing ‘Flowers of the Forest’ on a set of bagpipes that belonged 
to Pipe Major George McGregor, who fought and ‘went over the 
top’ in World War I, and who founded the Newtonhill Pipe 
Band in 1905.  George survived the war, but his son, also called 
George, did not. 
 
The most poignant moment came when six cadets, two each 
from the Sea, Air and Army Cadet units in the town read, with 
great dignity, the 207 names of those from Stonehaven who gave 
their lives in the two world wars.  They were accompanied by 
the steady tolling of 
the newly installed 
bell of the church.  
 
The congregation 
was in full voice for 
the hymns ranging 
from ‘O God our help 
in ages past’ to ‘O 
valiant hearts’, ably 
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led by Peter Parfitt on the historic St James’ Wadsworth organ, 
which was built in the days when the congregation numbered 
500.  The service concluded with three verses of the National 
Anthem, during which the colours of the British Legion were 
dipped in salute.  The retiring collection raised £1,290 for Poppy 
Scotland. 
 
After the service, the Parade 
marched back to the Market 
Square, passing the saluting 
base outside the Town Hall.  
They then climbed up the 
long path to Black Hill war 
memorial.  There, again led 
by the Vice Lord Lieutenant, 
and under a bright and brisk November sky, a large contingent 
of uniformed groups, politicians and church representatives 
laid wreaths on the memorial and held a short service. 
 
Shortly afterwards, St James’ joined the nationwide bell-ringing 
to mark the change from the remembrance of the morning to 
celebration of the peace of the afternoon.  With a team of bell-
ringers, the bell rang out for a full half an hour. 
 
David 
 
Vestry Minutes 8th October 2018 
 
Matters Arising 
Eucharistic Licences are still awaited for Edward, Bob and Jon.  
Peter is to email the Bishop about this. 
 
The roof over the piano has been inspected and there is no  
obvious defect. 
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The electric snagging is almost complete. 
 
The ‘Northern Cluster’ Day took place on 6th October and  
St James was represented by Peter, David, Arma and Edward.  
There is a lack of priests and lay readers in the northern part of 
the diocese.  The first priority is to appoint a priest to cover 
Brechin and Montrose, the second is to look at how St James and 
St Ternan’s can be covered.  There will also be workshops on 
grants and buildings, faith sharing and café church.  The Bishop 
reported that he has already set up working groups covering 
Property, Mission, Ministry and Finance.  Bishop Andrew will be 
the interim minister for St James and St Ternan’s. 
 
Correspondence 
Forms have arrived for the yearly census of the congregations of 
St James and St Philips and for the financial report.  The census 
is to completed and returned before the end of December, the 
financial report by the end of November. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Peter reported that the Province had successfully challenged a 
ruling by HMRC that charges did not employ ministers, but the 
employer was the SEC.  This meant that each charge with a  
minister was now entitled to claim the employment allowance 
announced by the Chancellor in 2014.  As we were still paying a 
stipend for Maggie Jackson then we were entitled to a rebate.  
This came to a total of £1,739 which had been received from the 
Diocese. 
 
Peter presented the final financial reports for 2017/2018 prior to 
the AGM.  The vestry raised no concerns about them.  He also 
presented the financial budget for 2018/2019 which was agreed 
by the vestry. 
 


