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of neoliberalism Although it may seem a little strange that this is the case, we should start the story by saying that neoliberalism exists and it has been almost a century of existence. Read more often... Binding: Unde identified in his famous book, what is a sociologist really? (2012), Francois Dube replies
that his main task is to question the foundations of our common sense. In other words, a sociologist should recognize the origins of ideas that structure society at a given time - which are not timeless - and subject them to careful analysis, not only to question their origins, but even to refute and/or
reorganize them. Dr. Fernando Escalante Goncalbo, a research professor at El Colegio de Mexico, followed a varied trajectory. Although his research subjects related to citizenship, his work focused on observing and analysing various social issues, ranging from violence in the war on drug trafficking to
the text on neoliberalism to essays on social morality, the publishing market and others. The common sense of time that work finds its foundations in neoliberal postulates. What we take for granted in society, man and state comes from neoliberalism - with due nuance and without exaggeration in
generalization. This normality, for example, makes us believe that people are naturally selfish and with rationality close to what Thomas Hobb defined in Leviathan. The State acts as a guarantor that this natural and rational propensity to maximize individual benefits is not a permanent war. Therefore, we



are talking about the direction of innate selfishness. At the same time, the State is viewed with mistrust and as an obstacle to economic growth; no one is surprised that he is considered corrupt, inept and ineffective. But what is the origin of this common sense? Fernando Escalante Goncalbo's book lays
out the historical, political, social and academic foundations of neoliberalism. The name of the work is misleading, so far from Minimal story, the author performs an autopsy that deeply discusses, explains and criticizes, in the very Cantian sense of the word. The ten-chapter text examines the intellectual
content of neoliberalism and, subsequently, its implementation in political programmes, with the necessary emphasis on the socio-historical moment that made its implementation possible. The book dates back to the origins of neoliberal ideas, which it placed in the 1930s, when lectures, publications and
debates were held, from which a scheme was laid out that would give a new verve to the then wrong liberalism. Reading allows us to understand, through discussion and review of texts that have given satisfaction to neoliberalism, how the fundamental differences between it and liberalism and its
similarities. Perhaps the main difference lies in the emphasis of liberalism on political freedom, in the face of economic freedom (even above the state itself), which emphasizes neoliberalism. The merit of the text lies in the pun intended and the clarification that is made throughout it to avoid early
conclusions. For example, when referring to the State, he points to the need for its existence for a neoliberal programme that does not support the premise of non-intervention (another difference from liberalism); the state becomes necessary to create markets. However, the author makes a very punctual
criticism of the public sphere related to inefficiency, corruption and bureaucracy. In the same sense, although it is regularly conceived as an economic program, neoliberalism contains a certain sociology, anthropology and legal proposal. That is why it is revealed to us as an ideology, the main pillars of
which are science and the market, or rather, the ideas that it sticks out in this regard. According to Escalante, the idea of science on which it is based comes from nineteenth-century physics, which favors objectivity, facts and visibility. Thus, both the neoclassical economy and the neoliberal program,
despite their differences, share this scientific vision that takes them away from the rest of the social sciences (sociology or psychology), for speculative, while identifying them as scientific and rigorous. It pursues a common model that is alien to a particular context, where empirical reality is presented as a
contingent. The idea is that scientific rigor is understood to have produced the same results, regardless of the country and the socio-historical moment. The author rightly begins with this background to analyze the weaknesses of mathematical models on which the neoliberal model is based. The market,
the other part on which neoliberalism is based, not only to refer to economic activity, but the idea is extrapolated to man, society and democracy. Therefore, neoliberalism constantly resorts to the use of economic terms such as incentives, competitiveness and inefficiency to explain not only the functioning
of economic markets (in which it also stops, because not even all markets function the same, even if the model suggests the opposite), but also to account for society, politics, education, etc. but this can probably be found in chapters 5 and 7, where the postulates of neoliberalism in terms of man and
society are detailed. Thus, we may think that the basis of neoliberal triumph lies in these two ideas that permeate every public discussion. The first deals with selfish, maximum human nature. The most interesting thing is not postulate, but analysis of how the concept reaches the public space, from where
the idea that a person always acts on calculations of costs and benefits is imposed. It's not a coincidence. Therefore, in Chapter 10, entitled Opium of the Intelligentsia, the author already tells us that one of his predecessors, the German Friedrich von Hayek, trusted second-hand dealers, i.e. journalists,
public analysts and commentators, who, without needing a deep academic discussion, managed to put these ideas into the collective imagination. It is for this reason that it seems that the concept of human nature is not very new and even permeates the academy, the formula of the theory of rational
choice which contains neoliberal budgets. One of the fundamental authors to understand this academic aspect is the economist Gary Becker, in auien Escalante stops several times to explain his influence on the emergence of translation of economic approach, maximization and usefulness for the political
sphere, at a time when the theory of games has gained popularity. In Becker's analyses, the findings always lead to a more efficient solution for the market; Moreover, since rational choice refers to algebraic formulas similar to decimononic physics, the illusion is that scientific knowledge is behind it. It
should be noted that the text refers to other authors who, with a similar approach - such as Richard Posner for the law - apply the same logic of economic thinking in other areas. The second idea, the idea of society, is also closely related to the market. It is this link that makes privatization necessary. And
it's just, According to the author, since for neoliberalism the market is the only one that can guarantee the efficiency of public services and state-owned enterprises, the state becomes a brake. Its link to inefficiency is a response to the lack of utilitarian guidance, i.e. pricing systems. However, this technical
argument, Escalante explains, is accompanied by a moral argument that implies that the state is touched by political interests that overshadow it to a vertical and authoritarian solution, while the market puts the free decisions of individuals first. At the moment, the author makes an inconvenient warning:
public services, contrary to what the model entails, should not be guided by the search for profit. For the most part than in any sector, the public is one way of organizing the provision and distribution of a variety of goods and services that should not be abandoned because they are not profitable. This
same analysis forces Escalante to reconsider the ideas put forward by James Buchanan, who believed that, as everyone (as the neoliberal program understands, of course) pursues an individual interest in which he tries to maximize his usefulness, there is nothing unusual in the fact that politicians and
government officials act for his own benefit. The empirical weaknesses of such a theoretical assumption are explained for the reader's state. Neoliberalism is generally associated with the 1980s and, in particular, with the governments of Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher. However, the great triumph
of the neoliberal program took place in the 1970s, the decade of the welfare state crisis worn down in its Keynesian pillars - after a period of economic stagnation and political and social instability. It is from this time that criticism of the State and bureaucracy begins to materialize in public policy, which also
strongly distrusts democracy, while democracy can include decisions of the majority that impose the redistribution of wealth. No recent text on neoliberalism can stop talking about the economic crisis that occurred in 2008. Escalante's text analyses it very clearly and is even rife with technical arguments
that allow us to understand the problem in all its dimension. The emphasis puts him in the economic profession of the neoliberal cut, which, despite being shaken in its foundations, does not abandon its basic postulates. In part, we are told, because there is a persistence in the functionality of the model,
that if it failed not because of it, but because of its poor implementation and, secondly, because it is precisely the protection of the profession. Finally, the author rehearses some alternatives, although he clarifies that this is not the purpose of the book. Also that it is equally important to understand that
neoliberalism is not fatal and that something else can be maped out. The first thing that will be, is to start with a new worldview that does not revolve around the market, and to restore the social dimension of social space. The public is not synonymous with state or bureaucracy, inefficiency and insolvency.
Public discussion should be based on the best texts, and this book is fundamental. About Alonso Vazquez Moyers holds a law degree from the Autonomous University of Ceretaro and a Master of Social Sciences degree from the same university. He worked as a teacher at the University College of
humanities and is currently a PhD student in Flaxo-Mexico. Its main research areas are human rights and democracy, the sociology of law and the war on drug trafficking. His latest publication: (with Hermann Espino) Discourse produced in the war on drug trafficking in Calderon's six-year history: in
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