
 
Save Barton Creek Association 

PO Box 5923, Austin, TX 78763 

 

October 6, 2016 

 

To: City of Austin City Council, Mayor Steve Adler, Interim City Manager Elaine Hart 

Re: Negotiations Regarding Dripping Springs Direct Discharge Permit into Onion Creek 

Save Barton Creek Association and all the undersigned organizations are deeply concerned about the 

negotiations between the City of Austin (COA) and the City of Dripping Springs (DS) regarding Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality’s (TCEQ) draft permit to allow 995,000 gallons of treated effluent 

to be dumped into Onion Creek, the source of 40 percent of the water flow at Barton Springs. 

We appreciate that COA’s intention in negotiations with DS is to lessen water quality impact. However, 

we ask that the City not settle with DS for anything less than zero direct discharge. Responsible land 

application of all effluent is feasible. Land application may include beneficial reuse which has additional 

water conservation benefit. 

If a settlement agreement is reached between COA and DS that allows more discharge than the amount 

permitted for the community of Belterra, it will set a new precedent whereby other development in 

Hays County will likely also try to discharge effluent directly into our creeks. Allowing any discharge into 

Onion Creek is likely to cause a domino effect whereby the aggregate impacts will significantly degrade 

water quality in Onion Creek, Barton Springs Pool, and Lady Bird Lake-- potentially to hazardous levels 

for recreation, drinking water, and ecosystems. This will undermine the tireless work we have all done 

since before the original SOS ordinance to protect water quality in Barton Springs and in all of our 

watersheds.  

Settling with DS does not adhere to the City’s multiple previous resolutions opposing any direct 

discharge in the recharge zone and contributing zone.1 Rather than settle for something weaker than no 

direct discharge, we ask that the City of Austin be a party to a contested case hearing on DS’s TCEQ 

permit. This will allow more time for negotiations to really achieve what is best for our springs, aquatic 

environments, and citizens.  

We strongly urge you to only enter into negotiations with Dripping Springs if the result is 0% direct 

discharge.  We also urge you to pursue a contested case hearing. Finally, please issue any proposed 

settlement in draft form first, allowing time for citizen comment on this important issue.  

 

 

                                                           
1 http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=101467; 
http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=116387;  
 

http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=101467
http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=116387


 
Thank you,  

Steve Beers 

Board Co-president  

Save Barton Creek Association  

 

Annalisa Peace 

Executive Director 
Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance 

 
 

  

 

 


