
Failed Yet Again
“Failed yet again” is perhaps a statement you may have said in recent days. But you are 
not alone, for there are many who strive to avoid it, but for the most part, it’s inevitable. 
Nothing can be more frustrating that having to face failure even after putting much effort 
into achieving the desired goal. The American inventor Thomas Edison made 10,000 
attempts to create a light bulb. It may have been quite frustrating for him, but he never 
gave up. 

For us as Christians, no matter how hard we try to live the Christian life, we come 
across failure more often than we would like to admit. We may have failed in spending 
time with the Lord daily; failed in responding in a Christlike manner to all those around 
or missed the opportunity to share our faith or failed in immoral sin. But the reality of our 
failure is that we have failed to recognize our weaknesses and have trusted in our 
strength and not in the Lord. At the trial of Jesus, there were some who accused Peter 
of being one of His followers but he denied being with Jesus three times, even denying 
that he knew Him. Peter failed to understand that he could not be a faithful follower of 
the Lord in his own ability and strength. 

There is a constant spiritual battle that rages within us which we need to be aware of 
daily. Paul warned the churches in Galatia about this inner struggle in Galatians 5:16-17 
(ESV) - “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For 
the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against 
the flesh, for these are opposed to each other,,,” The desire of the Holy Spirit who lives 
within us is waging war against the desires of our sinful flesh. Each day you and I must 
decide to whom will we surrender. Depending on the choice we make will determine 
whether we win or lose the battle at that moment. But I must caution you, the more you 
surrender to the desire of your flesh, the harder it will become when the next battle 
comes around the corner. This is where many give up and fall by the wayside. Failure 
can lead you to a temporary place of defeat, but you don’t have to stay there. David, the 
psalmist, acquainted with failure, knew the Lord could restore him once again. He stated 
in Psalm 37:23-24 - “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He delights 
in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; for the Lord upholds him 
with His hand.” Though you may fail, you will not stay down, for the Lord will help you. 
As a believer in Christ, you can move past your failure straight into the arms of your 
Savior and Redeemer Jesus Christ. 

The apostle Paul understood the battle Christians encounter daily and warns us to walk 
by the Spirit in order to avoid carrying out the desires of the flesh that gravitate towards 
evil all the time. Apart from the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, we will always 
surrender to our sinful desires. Too often, we can forget that on this side of eternity, we 
cannot let our guard down. No soldier engaged in warfare goes unprepared, for their life 
depends on constant vigilance and preparedness. The soldier cannot engage in trivial 
things but must focus on what’s urgent in the moment of battle. We are to keep alert to 
the spiritual dangers all around us which threaten to demolish our faith and draw us 
away from the Lord and the truth of the gospel.



You may have asked yourself, how can I guard against this? With the help of the Holy 
Spirit, you can keep alert to spiritual dangers through prayer and reading God’s word, 
and then take the step of obedience to do what He shows you. Also, it is important that 
you keep in fellowship with other believers who can help to keep you accountable in 
these last days. For we are not called to live in isolation. The writer to the book of 
Hebrews in 10:24-25 stated: “And let us consider how to encourage one another in love 
and good deeds, not abandoning our own meeting together, as is the habit of some 
people, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing 
near.” We can know we are in a right relationship with the Lord when we are 
surrendering to the work of the Holy Spirit as He displays His fruit of righteousness (i.e., 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control) in and through our lives. You and I cannot accomplish this alone, therefore God, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, has provided us with all we need to live a godly life 
before Him amid a dark and corrupt world.

God, in His love, also provides a way for us to be restored to a right relationship with 
Him when we have failed. The Bible states we have an Advocate between us and the 
Father, Jesus Christ, who forever stands before God’s presence interceding on our 
behalf. In 1 John 1:9, it states, “If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive 
us of our sins and to cleanse us from all righteousness.” If you sense you have drifted 
away from the Lord, know for certain that God is always ready to restore you to a right 
relationship with Him once again if you come to Him with a repentant heart humbly 
asking Him for forgiveness. You may feel that God has given up on you because of your 
failure. He will not look away or cast you to the side when you draw near to Him. He 
longs for you and waits for you. With everlasting kindness, He will have mercy on you 
and will restore to you the joy of your salvation.


