
Iver Heath enters the 2019 Bucks Best Kept Village Competition 
 

 

“The Ivers Volunteers at Work”, with the support of Iver Heath Residents 

Association has entered Iver Heath into the 2019 Buckinghamshire Best Kept Village 
Competition. This annual competition highlights the great community activity that 
goes on in Buckinghamshire villages like Iver Heath and is a great way to recognise 
the contribution of many who give their time and effort to showcase and enhance 
their local environment. It is run independently by a committee on a not-for-profit 
basis and has been in existence for over 50 years. 
 
The competition is not just for ‘pretty’ villages 
 
Iver Heath faces many challenges on its doorstep including big infrastructure projects, HGV’s, traffic, pollution, 
fly tipping, crime and so on. On the flip side the village sits in a beautiful and historic part of Buckinghamshire 
with Flagship parks and a very dynamic creative industry right on our doorstep. There are many residents who 
take a great sense of pride in where they are from and live, and this vibrant community spirit is evident all 
around. 
 
The competition is not just for ‘pretty’ villages – judges want to see communities where effort to keep their 
surroundings well maintained is evident. The competition is an opportunity for villages to celebrate all the 
positive aspects of life in their village. Entrants are assessed on various “features” with categories covering 
playing fields, recreation grounds, village halls, war memorials, notice boards and areas around shops and 
pubs. Villages enter for the cup relevant to their population, for Iver Heath this will be the “Pushman Cup” as 
we have a rural population over 3000.   
 
For general information about the Best Kept Village Competition visit www.bucksvoice.net/bestkeptvillage 
 
Judging 
 
Judging takes place between 1st June and 7th July 2019. This actual day is not shared or announced in 
advance. The judging criteria below shows what will be judged and which Features achieve the highest marks. 
An Iver Heath Map has been submitted to the competition organiser, indicating the location of these features 
in Iver Heath. 
 

Features Possible Marks 

1B.  Green, playing field, children’s play area, nature conservation area 20 

2D.  Overall appearance, lack of litter and evidence of community effort 15 

1A.  Cemetery, graveyard (separate or attached to a place of worship) 10 

1D.  Village hall, community centre, church hall 10 

1E.  General environmental features (hedges, verges, ditches, pond, stream, pump) 10 

2A.  Areas around shops and pubs 10 

2B.  Bus stops, bus shelters and notice boards 10 

2C.  War memorial 10 

1C.  Floral Displays (hanging baskets, tubs, planters)  5 
 
a) The whole of Iver Heath will be judged, but not solely, on the specific features identified on the map. 

b) The community will be assessed as seen by the judges on the inspection day. 
c) Absent features will be awarded an average mark taking into account the other features in the category. 
d) Judges take into account that cutting of grass verges outside the settlement is usually the principal authority’s responsibil ity. 

 
How can you contribute?  
Firstly, spread the word!   
Then, if you wish to contribute it doesn’t matter how big or small that contribution is, residents and businesses 
of Iver Heath can all make a difference. Take a look at the list of Features on the Map, perhaps select one or 
two, think about what you can do to help showcase that feature.. and then make it happen..simple as that!  
 

www.bucksvoice.net/bestkeptvillage

